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NOTICE. 


Tiie materials for the following pages were 
compiled and arranged several years since, chiefly 
for the instruction of the younger members ot 
the writer’s family preparatory to their confirma- 
tion. The MS. having been submitted to the 
perusal of a clergyman eminent alike for his piety 
and learning, hi* favorable opinion persuades the 
writer to its publication. She ventures to in- 
dulge the hope, that to those who by education, 
faith, or the guidance of reason, are cominced of 
the authenticity of the Divine Volume, and are 
firm in the tenets of the Christian faith, this little 
work may prove useful as a simple exposition of 
the scriptural principles on which the Church of 
Knglaud is established. To no higher aim than 
this, to no novel or peculiar views or train of ar- 
guments does this volume pretend. The writer 
deems it necessary to state, that when the notes 
were arranged in the form in which they are now 
published, she had not enjoyed the opportunity 



of consulting the great standard works of Tom- 
line, Horne, and others on the same subject. 
Subsequent study of these volumes did not seem 
to render necessary any material alteration, hut 
with the guidance and assistance of the llev. 
Hartwell Horne’s tables, the Appendix on the 
accordance of scriptural prophecy and its fulfil- 
ment has been prepared and added to the 
text. 


Calcutta . February, 1S41, 


E. S. S. 
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LETTER I. 

A1 V DEAR , 

Previous to participating in the holy rite of confirma- 
tion, it is the duty of every one, who hopes to benefit by 
that divine ordinance, to examine seriously the principles 
of the church in which he has been baptized; that he 
may judge and determine for himself regarding the truth 
and justice <. 1 its tenets. No one ought blindly to fol- 
low a church he docs not understand, nor without strict 
examination take upon himself a professed belief in 
doctrine's he has newr duly considered. Such conduct 
would be absurd in the common affairs of this world; 
infinitely more so must it lie thus lightly to act in 
spiritual things, in the sight of that God who “ is not 
mocked.” It would be wise therefore in all persons 
deeply to reflect upon the nature of this subject, and with 
the assistance of our heavenly guide, to inquire into the 
truth of our church, that before confirmation a decision 
may he made likely to establish m our hearts, a pure and 
lasting faith. 

It is my intention to lay before you a short account 
of the sacred rite of confirmation, previously to your 
being admitted to that important ceremony ; and by 
God's blessing 1 trust it may be sanctified to your im- 
mortal happiness. 

Confirmation is a very serious and important rite, and 
was practised by the Apostles in the first stages of Christi- 
B 
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nnitv. It is full of benefit to those who will with clue 
consideration enter upon it ; it is calculated to fix a 
wavering faith, to increase our knowledge in divine 
tilings, and to give us infinite encouragement to persevere 
m the strict line of Christian life. When as infants we 
were baptized we understood not the sacrament we par- 
took of, and our god-lathers and god-mothers gave for 
u> those promises which in maturer age we are ourselves 
called upon to ratify. It shall therefore be my earnest 
endeavour briefly to treat on what appears to me the 
requisite knowledge for young persons before they are 
confirmed , simplifying as much as lies in my power, the 
articles of our church ; and may our Heavenly Father, 
who alone can see into our motives, bless my humble 
efforts for your improvement, and give urn a mind rightly 
to comprehend the things relating to \oiir eternal pei.ee. 

In baptism you were made a member of Christ, a 
child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom of Heaven : 
that i-, you had the power given you of becoming ail 
this. In that sacrament your natural sin (or that caused 
by our common parent Adam), was remitted and blotted 
out through faith and repentance in Christ ; and you 
had also the power given you of gaining a heavenly 
reward notwithstanding the original guilt in which you 
were born, and ^till continue to have about you. ** The 
blood of Jv>u- Christ cleaiiseth us from all sin there- 
fore in your receiving the sacrament of baptism. l>v faith 
and repentance, (the necessary qualification tor a worthy 
reception) the blessed hope is given you of being a mem- 
ber of Christ’s holy body and church, “ a child of God,” 
and final! v, having overcome the world through him, “ an 
inheritor of his kingdom.” Without admission into a 
state of m ace this would be impossible, ow ing to the frail- 
ty of our nature and our inherent corruption. But when 
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these high privileges were offered tor your acceptance, it 
was justly required that you should take certain \ovvs as 
conditions of Clod’s favour. You were called upon first 
“ to renounce the devil and all his works, the vain 
pomp and glory of the world with all covetous desires of 
the same, and the carnal desires of the flesh, so that you 
would not follow nor be led by them,” — these things 
were renounced, by your sponsor* in your name when 
von were an infant ; you are now to declare your inten- 
tion to continue the same in your own person, and whe- 
ther vou are willing to ratify the promi-e- then made 
for you. I beseech you to reflect deeply before you 
make this solemn vow — for when once made no power 
can recal it, and it is a tie binding upon \ou a< long as 
life shall last. It is a serious thing to enter into a cove- 
nant with Clod ; dt) not therefore* profess with your lips 
to renounce the^e tilings, wliiht in your heart you think 
no ill in them, lie can see into the nio*t secret corners of 
the soul and cannot be deceived. Of wlmt use can confir- 
mation he to an unbelieving or callous heart ? 

Secondly : You are called on “ to believe all the arti- 
cles of the ( ’hristiau faith.” Do urn believe — do you know 
them ? Seriously ask yourself these question* nor pre- 

sume to declare your belief in those holy things of which 
you are ignorant— or how can you “ thirdly . keep God’** 
holy will and commandments, and walk in the same all 
the days of your life ?” These are solemn vows —let us 
therefore inquire into the meaning of them, before you 
approach the altar of God, there personally to confirm 
them. It i< not merely necessary that you learn the 
Church Catechism, but that you should understand it. 
and apply each part to vourself. Confirmation is a great 
benefit, and wisely instituted for the good of mankind ; it 
affords an opportunity of deep reflection on a subject 
u 2 
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which, as we are received in Christ’s Church so young*, 
might very possibly escape the serious investigation of 
many in after years, were they not called upon to reca- 
pitulate their baptismal covenant at a maturer age. 
Young people are usually confirmed at that period, when 
with lively feelings they are ready to enter on the busy 
scenes of life, and about to be surrounded by temptations 
and pleasures too often fatal to their spiritual peace. 
Here then this excellent ordinance comes in to their as- 
sistance, and their minds are prepared for the assaults of 
the enemy, by a further supply of grace, caused by a firm 
conviction of truth, and a determination, by God’s assis- 
tance. to do their duty. To the mind of a true disciple 
of our blessed Lord, there can scarcely be a higher gra- 
tification than to have the opportunity afforded him of 
declaring before the Triune Deity, before man on earth, 
and the saints and angels in heaven, a belief of the 
Gospel, and a determination to spend a life of Christian 
duty and love, to the glory of God, the good of mankind, 
and the salvation of their own souls. Remember, my 

dear , “ there is joy in heaven,” when a lost 

sinner i- brought to the true fold, (.’an there be a strong- 
er inducement than this to throw off the yoke of Satan 
and to take upon us that of our Divine Master? 

We will now inquire into the article.- of the Christian 
faith, which will be found briefly set forth in the Xicene, 
Athanasian and Apo.-tle’s Creed, and more particularly in 
the 39 Articles of the Church of England. The first article 
-hall be considered in my next letter, till which time I 
would earnestly recommend you to study the office of bap- 
tism as found in the book of Common Prayer, and to pray 
to your all -sufficient Creator, who alone can give you a 
right understanding of tlie-e things, and put into your 
heart a desire to act up to his commands. The Bible 
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you can never too often, or too assiduously study — let it 
be your beacon day and night — it will afford you inex- 
pressible delight when you have persevered for some 
time in this daily duty, and you can never know it too 
well. Try by its infallible test, all the instruction you 
may receive on the important subject of religion, and let 
nothing induce you to believe, or think differently from 
what it teaches. 13e assured that the Bible contains all 
that is necessary for salvation, and on those points upon 
which it may be silent or not so explicit as you could 
wish, yet believe with the simplicity of a little child, nor 
seek with unbecoming eagerness to dive into mysteries 
which are wisely hidden from our eyes. But when I give 
you this advice, do not think that l intend you should not 
endeavour to understand the word of God. All our 
energies should be employed to comprehend that portion 
of it which has been revealed, and with unceasing dili- 
gence, aided by fervent prayer, must we study, and 
" search the scriptures.” it is only with regard to those 
mysteries wherein God has seen lit to require our faith 
that wt are to repress vain curiosity, and after deep reflec- 
tion, we arc notwithstanding to believe , though we (by 
reason of our frailty) are still in darkness. I shall defer 
any further communication till I treat on the first article. 
Meantime I commend you to our Heavenly Father, and 

am, 

Your sincere friend, 


LETTER 11. 

My dear , 

1 commence the delightful and interesting task I have 
proposed to myself, of endeavouring to assist you in your 
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search after the true faith, that you may not at your 
approaching confirmation profess yourself a member of a 
church into the tenets of which you have not examined. 
Accordingly it is my wish to direct your attention plainly 
but seriously to the articles which have been drawn up 
by the heads of that church in order that all who profess 
themselves her followers may know what they arc called 
upon to believe, and may sufficiently prove the reason- 
ableness and scripturality of her doctrines. It is impos- 
sible but that some errors must ever exist in every body 
composed of frail and sinful men ; but how much more 
likely would the / be to arise and increase were there 
no fixed articles and bonds of agreement between them ! 
From little and little, faith would fall away and become 
corrupt, until the very bonds of unity by which Christians 
were at first connected, would be destroyed and lost. 
Certain established rules and principles are necessary for 
the well-being of every community, nor are they less 
needful in the church. At the time of the establishment 
of the Protestant religion, when we severed ourselves 
from the Roman Catholic Church in consequence of the 
abuses which had crept into it, we endeavoured as nearly 
as possible to revert to the ancient foundation of the 
church, as instituted by our Saviour and the Apostles, 
and to re-establish it in its primitive state of yuritv and 
simplicity. It was therefore judged expedient to make 
and preserve certain articles or bonds of agreement 
which every member who became a minister of this 
church should subscribe to. This was first done in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth in 15G2, and the articles as we 
now hold them were then drawn up and signed by the 
archbishops and all the clergy of the kingdom ; from 
which time every succeeding monarch, on his accession 
to the English throne, has sworn to preserve the church 
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according to those articles. Since , therefore , these arti- 
cles instruct us in the doctrines held by the Protestant 
church, it is highly necessary that each member as soon 
as he is of an age to comprehend them, should seriously 
study to understand to what he gives his assent, when he 
professes himself to be one of that community ; and onr 
church, nothing fearing from the private scrutiny of 
her children, has wisely appointed a time, when she calls 
upon them, in the rite of confirmation, to ratify the pro- 
mises made for them by their sponsors at their infant 
baptism. It is impossible you can better prepare your- 
self for the rite she urges, than by a due consideration of 
her tenets. I shall therefore commence with the first 
article, and may Cod pour down his blessings upon you 
to receive, and me to explain the beautiful and grand 
mystery it contains. 


Article I. 

“ Of faith in the Ilohj Trinity.” 

Art. I . — “ There is but one living and true God ever- 
lasting, without body , parts or passions, of infinite power , 
wisdom and goodness , the maker and preserver of all things 
both visible and invisible. And in unity of his Godhead 
there be three persons of one substance , power and eternity , 
the Father, the Son, and the llo'y Ghost.” 

That there is a God, a Creative Power, or First Cause, 
by whom “ were all things created that are in heaven 
and that are in earth,” is the fundamental doctrine of all 
religion. That such must be the case is too evident to 
need my long dwelling upon the subject. If we look 
around us on the wonders of creation, or turn our 
thoughts inwardly and meditate upon the nature of our 
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immortal souls, the instinctive feeling' even of the sav- 
age proclaims a belief in some Supreme Being. We, who 
are blessed with revelations from God have only to s tudy 
his word to understand Him as he is ; by that we are 
informed “ there is none other God but one*,” and that 
“ God is one) “ 11c is a true God,’* “ God is truej.” 
" Everlasting” — “ who only hath immortality,” “ whom 
no man hath seen nor can see§,” “ the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning|| .” 
“ Without body, parts, or passions.” Christ declares “ God 
is a spirit**.” “ Ye have neither heard his voice at any 
time nor seen his shape If.” lie is called by St. Paul, 
“ the incorruptible God+J.” “ The king eternal, immor- 
tal, invisible, the only wise God§§.” “ Who liveth for 
ever|||l.” “ Of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness.” St. 
John in his Revelations styles him, “ The Lord God Omni- 
potent*,” and Christ declares, “ with God all tilings are 
possiblef.” St. Paul, lost in wonder at the amazing 
schemes of salvation offered alike to Jews and Gentiles, 
exclaims, “ Oh the depth of the riches both of the wis- 
dom and knowledge of God ; how unsearchable are bis 
judgments, and his ways past finding oiitj.” He declares 
to the Ephesians that God is, “ rich in mercy §,” and St. 
John, who delighted to dwell on the inexhaustible theme 
of God’s exceeding love to mankind, manifested in the 
redemption of the world through Jesus Christ, says, 
“ God is lovcjj “ The Maker and Preserver of all things 


* 1 Cor. viii. 4, 6. 
t Cial. in. 20. 
i 2 Cor. i. 18. 

$ 1 Tim. vi. 1G. 
ji Jas. i. 17. 

Jolin iv. 24. 
John v. 37. 


XX Rom. i, 23. 

1 Tim. i. 17. 
1111 Rev. IV. 0. 

* Hiv. xix. 0. 
t Mat. xix. 20. 
X Horn. xi. 33. 

$ Kpii. u. 4. 


11 1 John iv. 8. 
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both visible and invisible.* * “ All things were made by 

him and without him was not any thing made that was 
made*.” " By him ware nil things created that arc in 
Heaven and that are in Earth, visible and invisible, 
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, 
or powers, all things were created by Him and for Him, 
and lie is before all things and by Him all things con- 
sist |.” And St. John in his vision hears those who 
have overcome and “ gotten the victory over the beast,** 
sing “ Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God 
Almightv ; just and true are thy ways, thou King of 
saints : who shall not fear thee, () Lord, and glorify thy 
name ? for thou only art holy ; for all nations shall come 
and worship before thee ; for thy judgments are made 
manifest}. ” So far 1 think the doctrine of this article i^ 
clearly established ; no ingenuous mind will be disposed 
to ea\il at what can be so distinctly proved from scrip- 
ture. It remains that we now consider the incompre- 
hensible Trinity, and find whether holy writ will bear us 
out in the idea we have formed of it, a< expressed in the 
above article of our church. Nor do 1 fear being able to 
bring before you sufficient proof for that purpose — far am 
1 from presuming to suppose we can understand how it 
is ; but that there is a Trinity — three persons in the God- 
head — is beyond doubt. Do wo understand the construc- 
tion of our own bodies? Do we know of what our own 
souls consist ? Yet we do not doubt that we have souls — 
a something which can accept or refuse, view, feel, and 
think — in short, a power of mind —reason, or call it what 
you will : something that raises us above the brutes, and 
is more or less distinguishable in all the human race, a 
spirit or divine essence. Surely, then, if we are in such 
an ignorant state, with regard to the formation of our 

* Jo!m i. 3. f Tol. i. l»i t 17. * lujv. xv. 3. and 1. 
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own bodies, and the nature of the soul which we all feel 
confident does exist in us. it is not un renewable that 
we should believe though we cannot understand the 
Triune nature of our God — 'sufficient has been revealed 
for our instruction on the subject — more if vouchsafed to 
us we could not understand ; therefore with childlike sim- 
plicity let us “ receive with meekness the ingrafted word 
which is able to save our souls,” and not “ seek into 
forbidden and hidden mysteries.” That such faith is 

pleasing in the sight of God, iu\ dear , there 

can be no doubt. We will now resume our search, so far 
as is consistent with faith, and the word of God ; and may 
lie bless your endeavours to know Him as lie is. Our ar- 
ticle proceeds, “ in unity of this Godhead there be three 
persons, of one substance, power and eternity, the Tat her, 
the Son, and the lloly Glio.-t.” We find this doctrine 
of three distinct persons clearly revealed at the time of 
our blessed Saviour’s baptism. “ Jesu^ when he was 
baptized, went up straightway out of the water; and 
lo, the heavens were opened unto Him, and lie saw 
the spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting 
upon Him ; and lo, a voice from heaven, saying, this is 
my beloved Son in whom 1 am well pleaded '.” Who 
will say that this is not a clear, positive and sensible 
revelation ? Nor do we ever find it doubted of, or mis- 
understood, l>\ those who witnessed it. Our Saviour in his 
last charge to his disciples commanded them, “ Go ye 
therefore, and hitch all nations baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost I*.'* Constantly do the Apostles use a like form of 
salutation to their converts, in order, a« we may suppose, 
to keep alive this doctrine in their minds. “ The grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 
* Matt. in. 10, 17. Set also M.uk i. 10, 11. t Matt, xxviii. ID 
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communion of the Holy Ghost be with you*." Our 
Church Catechism teaches us that God the Father creates, 
God the Son redeems, and God the Iloly Ghost sancti- 
fies. I might go on and multiply texts of scripture, and 
bring forward additional reasonings for the support of 
this doctrine, but I conceive that what I have laid before 
you will be sufficiently strong for conviction ; and that 
is all 1 wish to effect in your thoughtful mind. Should 
doubts arise after you have with prayer studied this first 
article of our faith, believe me, they are the suggestions 
of that enemy to our peace who is ever “ seeking whom 
he may devour," and trying to puff you up with pride 
and a disbelief of every thing above your finite compre- 
hension. Pray to that Cod who is able to see your mind 
and thoughts — pray to him for strength, for knowledge, 
and for peace, and he will not withhold his Holy Spirit, 
which will comfort you, and “ lead you into all truth." 

I am rm advocate for your seeking too deeply into the 
“ hidden things of God the wish to do so is a mere sign 
of presumption and pride : but 1 would have you attain a 
right knowledge of Him in whom you believe, as far as is 
allowed to man on earth, and for the rest, which is too 
wonderful for us, [ would have you implicitly believe 
every thing which can be proved by his holy word. We 
are all children and less than children in comparison with 
God ; how shall wo then presume to dictate to him, or 
reason with him ! 1 earnestly pray that vou mav he led 

to trust in him ; to place your unlimited dependance on 
him. No study, no reading, no teaching can be of any 
avail without his blessing. Seek it therefore, I earnestly 
entreat you, hv diligent prayer, and lose not sight in all 
you do, of Him, who will thus become your “ wisdom." 

1 add a few texts from the Old Testament for reference 
« 2 Cor. \ui. 14. 
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to show its accordance with the New, but remember, our 
faith is built on the latter. The revelation of the Mosaic 
dispensation is dark and hard to be understood or prac- 
tised. Our New Gospel law is light and easy to be borne. 

* Believe me ever, 

Your sincere friend. 


Gen. xwi. 1 ; Deut. \i. 4 ; xwiii. 27 ; 1 King'* uii. 27 . Isaiah 
vi. 3 ; Exodus xv. 2 ; Lev. xix 2 ; 1 Sam. ii. 2, 3; .lob xxxvi. 5; 
xxx\ii. 23; xlii. 2; Psalms In. i ; lwxvi. 5, 10, 15: cii. 20. 27; 
o. 5; cxix. 142, 100 ; cxl\. 3 ; cxlvu. 5 ; Mai. iiv. 5, 0 ; Isaiah \hi. 
15: xlv.5, 18, 21. 


LETTER ill. 

My dear , 

The subject on which I have now to treat h one so 
important and precious to the soi 1 of every Chri-tian 
that I cannot too earnestly den re jour attention, fn 
fact, on the reception of the doctrine about to be laid 
before you, depends every hope of the believer ; and when 
duly considered it cannot fail to awaken in your nature 
the most exalted love to God, and gratitude to vour 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. \ou are well acquainted 
with the fall of man, as described in your Bible — that 
originally our beneficent Creator formed us pure and 
perfect, yet giving us the option of remaining so, or not, 
as we pleased. Or as we denominate this power, Jle 
bestowed on us free-will, lie did notcompell us to be his 
servants, but after placing before us the consequences of 
either choice — the advantages of his service, and the sad 
miseries we should win bv deserting it — He left us to 
do as we would. Tempted by the evil spirit our first 
parents forsook their allegiance and disobeyed their God. 
Thus came sin into the world, and death the threatened 
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penalty of sin was incurred. Death temporal and eternal. 
What then was to be done ? The stern unsoftened law 
said, “ the soul that sinneth it shall die.” Our first 
parents had sinned ; and from a corrupted source what 
could spring hut corruption ? “ sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin,” “ for that all have sinned.” To de- 
stroy all mankind was repugnant to the mercy of God ; 
to forgive disobedience without the threatened punish- 
ment, was equally against his justice and truth. In this 
extremity, this warring as it were, of the attributes of 
God, his blessed Son came forward and by offering to 
take man’s nature upon him and to suffer in the stead of 
.diuul man, lie proposed to satisfy the Divine wrath, 
and obtain the pardon of all who should sincerely and 
heart 1 1\ p'pent then of their sins, lie became “ very 
Mian,” and sullen «. the punishment incurred in that nature. 
[Icing God, lie ha i •* right to what reward lie pleased 
as the merit of his obedience ; He chose the salvation of 
mankind. Thus was God reconciled to man by a Me- 
diator, and mi who believe and obey him are thus pur- 
chased from eternal death. Let us now see how our 
Church has expressed her belief in this Saviour of man- 
kind. 


Article II. 

*' Of the Word , or Son of God, which was made very man.” 

Art. II . — “ The Son which is the word of the Father, 
begotten from everlasting of the Father, the very and eternal 
God , and of one substance with the Father, took mans 
nature in the womb of the Blessed T7 gin. o f her substance ; 
so that two whole and perfect natures ; that is to say, the 
God-head and manhood , were joined together in one person, 
never to be divided , whereof is one Christ, very m God and 
c 
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vory wan ; who truly suffered, was crucified, dead, and 
burled to reconcile His Father to vs, and to be a sacrifice . 
not only for original guilt, but also for actual sins of men." 

Long had the Messiah been expected, and looked for- 
ward to by the Jews, His miraculous birth, and concep- 
tion. had been clearly predicted and was confidently 
looked upon. It was consequently no unexpected event 
when a Virgin named Man' of the tribe and lineage o ( 
David, •* was found with child of the Holy Ghost.’ 
Joseph to whom Mary was betrothed finding her situa- 
tion, “ was minded to put her away privily, but an angel 
was sent to tell him,” “ that which is concebed in her i.- 
of the Holy Ghost,” adding, “ and she shall bring forth 
a son and thou shaft call his name Jesus ; for he -hall - ■ e 
his people from their sins*,” as was declared by the pro- 
phet : and when Mary, troubled at the first vi-it of the 
angel who came to tell her of the glory that awaited hci 
doubted and a*ked, “ how shall this be ?” “ the angel 
answered and said unto her, the Holy Gho-t shall come 
upon thee and the power of the highest shall over-hadow 
thee, therefore also that holy thing which shall be born c 
thee ahull be called the Son of Godf.” At the birth of 
this child his divine origin was manifestly declared, foi 
“ lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them,” (shepherds 
abiding in the field keeping watch over their flocks bv 
nierht,) “ and the glory of the Lord shone round about them, 
and they were sore afraid : and the angel said unto them 
fear not, for behold J bring you good tiding of great joy 
which shall he to all people. For unto you is born this day, 
iu thecitv of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 
“ And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

r f.uL", i O.j. 


* Mn\ i V. 
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Heavenly Host, praising God, and saving, Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men*.” And well indeed might the Heavenly Host cele- 
brate this instance of God’s exceeding love to fallen 
man ! well may every ransomed creature join in the 
thanksgiving, and swell the choir of the Holy Angels 
with songs of praise and love ! 

The equality of the Son with the Father is shown 
forth bv St. John when he says, “ In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with (hid, and the Word 
was God ; the same was in the beginning with Godf.” 
We have our Lord’s own affirmation, “ I and my Father 
are onej.” “ Before Abraham was 1 am and although 
the Jews at this saying, took up stones to throw at him, 
the wonderful manner in which lie was preserved, then, 
and at every other time until the season for his suffering 
was fully come, shows only that they by this means 
assisted in the proof of Christ’s being what he declared 
himself, the Son of God. Can we for a moment suppose 
that God would work miracles for the support of the 
faith of an impostor, and even one who called himself 
equal with the Father, in all things, his then assumed 
human nature excepted ? St. Paul hears witness to Ins 
being Christ, ‘"who is over all, God blessed forever 
“The image of the invisible God' 5 ’*,” and sa\s. “ In 
him dwelleth idl the fulness of the Godhead bodily! i." 
He took man’s nature upon him that he might he able to 
he a Mediator between man and God. An angel could 
not have done this ; for they arc equally under the law 
of obedience, although a superior order of Beings. Man 

* Lnkeii. <>, 10, 11-13, I t. 

t John i. 1,2. 

+ John x. 30. 

$ John viii. 58. 


|i Horn. iv. 5. 
# * Col. i. ]5. 
tt Col. n. 0, 
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was unequal to the task, for each man is compassed with 
infirmity and requires pardon for his individual offences ; 
his obedience if perfect would be no more than his duty, 
consequently lie could merit nothing from God. It 
was necessary that the atonement should be made in the 
same nature, in which the offence had been committed, 
consequently, “ the Word was made ffesh, and dwelt 
among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth*/’ 
Well might St. Paul, when writing to his beloved Timo- 
thy and warning him against useless disputes, tell him. 
Without controversy, great is the mystery of godliness ; 
God was manifest in the ffesh, justified in the spirit, seen 
of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the 
world, received up into glory This is above our 
finite capacities but it is nevertheless a part of our faith, 
by which we are able to believe “ that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto himself J/' and that He 
“ so loved the world that lie gave 11 is only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life § and this was brought 
to pass at the time appointed by God — not at the 
moment of man’s fall ; then indeed the ncce^ity of 
such a sacrifice might have been questioned, but after all 
other means had proved infleetual, “ when the fullness 
of the time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of 
a woman ||.” For an account of our Blessed Saviour’s 
life, sufferings, and death, I must refer you to the history 
given of it by the four Evangelists ; it would swell this 
letter too greatly, to enter at large into the subject ; and 
in the writings of his own disciples, you will find a minute 
and unprejudiced account of the whole. But while reading 

• Jolm i. 14. *t* 1 Tim. iii. If). X - Cor. v. 19. 

§ John iii. 10*. II Gal. iv. 4. 
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and meditating upon those sorrows and the painful recital 
of the sufferings of Him, who "was a man of sorrows 

and acquainted with grief,” do not, my dear , 

forget that they were endured for you, for your release 
from death eternal and spiritual. Behold then, has he not 
truly " purchased” " the Church of God” " with His own 
blood*:” think on His love, “ Christ died for the 
ungodly,” " while we were yet sinners Christ died for 
usf.” Like the Lamb in the Jewish rite, which was 
indeed a type of Him, " Christ our passover is sacrificed 
for us{.” “ That he might reconcile both,” (that is Jew 

and Gentile) " unto God in one body, by the cross §,” "who 
gave himself a ransom for all ||.” "Wherefore He is 
able also to save them to the uttermost, that come unto 
God by Him, seeing He ever livethto make intercession 
for them**,” for " He is the propitiation for our sinstf.” 
Such is the doctrine contained in this second article of 
our Church, and wonderful indeed is its truth. Without 
this interposition in our favor of what avail to us would 
have been a knowledge of God ? Alienated from Him 
by sin, we could only have believed as do the devils 
" and tremble,” for we could have had no other than 
" a fearful looking for judgment,” but now the case is 
changed — the promised seed has come, and bruised the 
serpent’s head, and we are ransomed from the curse of 
the law. But I entreat you to remember that it still 
remains with ourselves either to be found among the 
number of the redeemed, or of those, who rejecting the 
Lord who bought them are still subject to " the wrath to 
come.” No sinner is too vile for the Saviour to cleanse 
if he comes to him, but if he reject the Intercessor, it is 
as impossible for that soul to be saved, as it would have 

* Acts xx. 28. t Korn. v. 6, 8. t 1 Cor. v. 7. 

§ Eph. ii. 16. || 1 Tim. ii. 6. •• lleb. vii. 25. ft 1 John ii. 2. 
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been had the Lord of glory not come “ to seek and to 
save that which was lost and can it be, that any who 
can understand what their great Redeemer has done for 
them, will hesitate to present themselves at his cross ? 
Is it really possible that any will refuse to listen to and 
obey His commands ? Are we not sure that He who has 
undergone so much for us can never require any thing 
but what will conduce to our eternal welfare and peace ? 
My dear Christian friend, for such I may surely hope you 
are, take His “ yoke” upon you, it “is easy and His 
“ burthen/* for it “ is light and esteem it your privi- 
lege to. know Ilis commands that you may at least 
show forth a portion of your love to Him by obeying 
them. And “ unto Him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in His own blood,” “ be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen*.” 1 transcribe a 
few remarkable passages in the Old Testament which 
afford proofs of the doctrine of the article we have been 
considering! ; and there are many more which might 
he brought forward, were it necessary, all tending further 
to prove this point of faith. To the Saviour do 1 now 
recommend you, praying that He will of llis abundant 
grace bring you to Himself through the working of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Ever believe me, 

Your attached Friend, 


* Rev. i. 5, 6. 

t Gen. iii. 15 j Isaiah ix, G, 7 ; xliv. G; lin. 4, 5, G, 7, 8. 9 , 
Jer. 1 . 34; Mai. ii. 6, 7, 8. 
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LETTER IV. 

My dear , 

I trust your views on the subject of niv last letter are 
so raised above the paltry things of earth, and your heart 
so filled with the love of your Holy Saviour, that you are 
not inclined to doubt his power, and desire to perform any 
act which can be serviceable to his people whom he lm> 
bought as his own with the inexpressibly clear price of 
his blood. I am well aware that you will find in \our 
progress in Christianity much that your finite understand- 
ing cannot clearly comprehend ; but this is no just reason 
for rejecting it. Remember that the love of Christ’passcth 
knowledge, and he hath not scrupled to bear for us all 
that our sins had deserved. 1 proceed now to — 

Article III. 

“ Of the going down of Christ into Hell .” 

Art. III . — “ As Christ died for ns, and was buried . 
so also it is to be beliei'ed that He went down into Hell.'* 

At first sight this doctrine is startling. To believe that 
the great Lord of life, the Holy Cod and Saviour of man- 
kind descended into hell, the place of the damned, and 
tasted their sorrows, for a moment appears impossible ; 
but when faith accompanies the declaration, it teaches that 
it is no more in opposition to the glory of Christ for him 
to bear the whole punishment of sinners, than for him to 
take upon Himself their nature, and to suffer for them 
upon the earth. 1 am well aware that this article is not 
taken generally in its literal sense. It has been a subject 
of serious and deep controversy in the Church, and the 
most learned Theologians have been divided in their views 
of it. The generally received opinion is that the word 
“ HeU” here does not mean the place of eternal punish- 
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ment but an intermediate state into which departed spirits 
enter until the day of final judgment; and that our Savi- 
our remained in this undetermined place during his ab- 
sence from the body ; and it is believed by those who en- 
tertain this opinion that His sufferings ended upon the 
cross. Scripture is silent upon the subject, or at least 
what it does reveal is too obscure for our present powers 
of mind to understand. That Christ has worked out our 
salvation, and bought us from our master the Prince of 
Darkness is certain ; and how He accomplished this grand 
and glorious work we have no right to determine or seek 
further into, than has been revealed to us. We are recon- 
ciled to God from sin through repentance for His sake 
alone, and let this be our praise and glory. The manner 
of it let us leave till we are in a state to comprehend it. 
It is too wonderful for finite souls : the angels even desire 
to look into it, and are not able. Look to Christ alone 
as your Saviour, and believe that He has accomplished all 
that was necessary for your eternal happiness, and that 
you “ are complete in Him.” Take him as your life, 
give Him your heart, and He will reveal His will to 
you by the Holy Spirit ; so shall you be for ever His, 
snatched as a brand from the burning, and ever shine in 
His kingdom. To Him I would affectionately commend 
you, and remain, 

Your Anxious Friend, 


LETTER V. 

We are now brought, my dear , to the 

completion of our Lord’s earthly career. We have fol- 
lowed Him through His life, and professed our belief in 
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Him as our Saviour and God. Having 1 done so, and 
acknowledged llim as perk ct God and perfect man, 
taking our nature upon Him solely for our advantage, 
we have also seen how, with that blessed end in view. He 
has undergone the sorrows of the grave, and we come to 
behold His triumphal victory over death, and sin, and 
to profess our belief in Mis resurrection, as our article 
expresses it. 


Article IV. 

“ Of the Resurrection of Christ.” 

Art. IV . — “ Christ did truly rise again from death, 
and took again his body, with flesh , bones , and all things 
appertaining to the perfections of man's nature ; where wit h 
he ascended into heaven and there sitteth , until he return 
to judge all men, at the last day 

When the disciples were mourning their dead Lord, and 
the women, having prepared spices to embalm the remain.* 
of Him they loved, were coming to perform this last mark 
of respect, filled with sorrow and grief at their loss ; the 
grand work of man’s redemption was still fulfilling, and 
the glorious confirmation <«f our rising to inherit a future 
life was actually taking place. Overcome by grief the 
disciples had forgotten, or through unbelief had not 
understood. Mis assurance that He would ri^e again from 
the dead. Instead therefore of exporting this glorious 
event they were bard to be persuaded when lie showed 
Himself to them, that He whom they saw was indeed 
“ the Christ.” The holy women who had early sought 
His tomb on the first day of the week were distressed 
and alarmed when they beheld the Angel sitting on the 
stone which he had rolled back from the dgur of the 
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sepulchre: “ his countenance was like lightning and his 
raiment white as snow," in signification of triumph, purity, 
and glory. “He is not here, ” said the Angel to the 
two Marys, “ for He is risen as lie said: come see the 
place where the Lord lay*.” That He did really “ take 
again His body with flesh, bones , and all things appertaining 
to the perfection of mans nature ; wherewith He ascended 
into Heaven , and there sitteth until He returns to judge all 
men at the last day” we have abundant authority for 
believing. Saint Mark tells us, “ He is riseivf,” and 
“ after the Lord had spoken to them, He was received 
up into Heaven and sat on the right hand of God.” In 
order to prove more especially that it was lie Himself, 
and that it was indeed Ilis human body lie had raised 
from death and re-united to His soul, He appeared to 
His affrighted disciples several times ; He ate and drank 
before them ; and when they thought they had seen a 
spirit, and could not speak to Him for fear, He merci- 
fully satisfied their weak apprehensions and said unto 
them, “ Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I my- 
self ; handle me and see ; for a spirit hath not flesh and 
hones as ye see me have. And when He had thus spoken, 
he shewed them Ilis hands and His feet. And while 
they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, He said 
unto them, Have ye here any meat : And they gave llim 
a piece of broiled fish, and of a honey -comb, and He took 
it, and did eat before them.” “ And it came to pass, 
while he blessed them, He was parted from them, and 
carried up into heaven;.” This is a positive and sensible 
proof of our Lord's resurrection and ascension, and that 
He did indeed rise with His human body ; and in the 
xxth chapter of St. John's Gospel, you will find a most 

* Matt, xxviii. 5, fi. t Markxvi.fi. 

t buk« xxiv. 39 to 43. 51 . See aUo Acts i. 9, 10, 11. 
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affecting narrative of it with an account of the incredu- 
lity of one disciple , Thomas , and our Lord’s gracious and 
condescending manner of expostulating with and con- 
vincing him. Forty days, the same number as of Ilis 
temptation in the wilderness, was our blessed Saviour on 
earth, after His bursting the bonds of death and the 
grave, before His visible ascent into^ heaven. “ Him 
God raised up the third day and showed Him openly, not 
to all the people” (that would have been but to have sub- 
jected him again to insult, and persecution) “ but unto 
witnesses chosen before of God, even unto us,” says St. 
Peter in his discourse to Cornelius, “ who did eat and 
drink with Him after He rose from the dead,” and adds. 

“ It is He which was ordained of God to be the judge of 
quick and dead*.” “ He hath appointed a day,” there- 
fore, “ in the which lie will judge the world in righte- 
ousness by that man whom lie hath ordained ; whereof 
He hath given assurance unto all men in that He hath 
raised Him from the dead |\” ” Christ sitteth at the 

right hand of GodL” And this is no newly planned 
scheme ; it has been so ordered from the beginning, for it 
is written, “ He shall send Jesus Christ, which before 
was preached unto you, whom the heaven must receive 
until the times of restitution of all things, which God 
hath spoken by the mouth of all 11 is holy prophets since 
the world began §.” Since then, He who is our head 

has risen, there remains no doubt but that we shall also 

rise, and that we shall appear before His judgment-seat 
to account for the deeds done in the body. His resur- 
rection is the first fruits of our’s. Saint Paul evidently 
makes one the proof and assurance of the other, for, say* 
he, If Christ be preached that He rose from the dead 

* *• 4 <b41, 42. ♦ Col. ii». 1. 

t Act- xvii. 31. $ Acts in. 20, 2.1. 
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how say some among you that there is no resurrection 
of the dead ? But if there he no resurrection of the dead 
then is Christ not risen*.” That He is risen I think I 
have shown as plainly as texts of scripture can speak. 
Consequently we cannot doubt that we shall rise and be 
changed from corruptible beings, to immortal spirits, 
to receive sentence for our works. The unrepentant to 
depart from Him, who is life, peace, and joy, and to 
be for ever miserable ; the penitent believer to “ in- 
herit the kingdom prej wred from the foundation of the 
world,” to be for ever with Him who is their life, in 
glorv ; to be about the throne of his Redeemer as its 
brightest ornament; in short to be with Christ in Christ 
for ever. Contemplate, my dear , this bliss- 

ful, this glorious consummation. “Then shall be brought 
to pass the saying that written. Death is swallowed up 
in victory ? O Death ! where is thy sting ? O Grave ! where 
is thy victory ? The sting of death is sin ; and the strength 
of sin is the law ; but thanks be to God which giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ | .” Yes, glori- 
ous indeed is the victory which through Christ is given to 
us ; sinful and weak as we are. His righteousness, is our’s 
who believe. His triumph, ours. Faith, which if genuine 
must show it-elf in works as its fruits, is all that is 
required of us, and then we shall rise to life immortal in 
His strength and for llis sake. Can we ever sufficiently 
estimate this privilege ? Can we ever love Him enough 
who has thus overcome all things for us ? Oh come to 

Him, my beloved ; give Him your heart, 

or rather permit Him to take his own, which it is, and 
place your whole hope of eternal life in His hands. He 
is yours, \ou are His, and Christ’s own will follow Him 
when He comes in glory. “ Therefore, blessed and holy 
• 1. Lor xv. 1*2, 13. t 1 Cor. iv. 54-57. 
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id ho that hath part in the first resurrection, on such the 
second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of 
God and of Christ. That such may be your case, do not 
fail to come unto this Saviour for every thing. He is 
ever ready and willing to assist you in >our course. If 
vou are in doubt, come to Him ; we have this assurance, 
“ If any man will do Ilis will lie shall know of the doc- 
trine whether it be of God.” If borne down by a sense 
of sin, come to llim, for lie hath said, “ Him that cometh 
unto me I will in nowise cast out.” If beset by tempta- 
tions, come to llim “ who will, with the temptation also 
make a way to escape that ye maybe able to bear it.” If in 
miserv and affliction, come to Him, who in all llis people’s 
“afflictions wa* afflicted, and the angel of His presence 
saved them.” So shall you he ever present with the 
Lord — so will lie dwell in you, and you in llim ; lie will 
be one with you, and you with Him. This blessedness 
is yours if you will only learn of Him ; if you would be 
happy accept this loving invitation, " Come unto me." 
May Cod of llis mercy give you grace and power to 
obey His summons. 

Believe me ever, 

Your attached Friend, 


LETTER VI. 

My dear , 

In entering on the subject of the fifth article of which 
l now propose treating, I would wish to call your attention 
to its being as much a part of our professed faith as any 
other point of doctrine. I fear the practical faith in the 
Holy Spirit is but too frequently lost sight of, by those 
who if seriously asked the question would instantly ac- 
knowledge their belief in the Holy Trinity. It is a* 

D 
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necessary to keep in view the Holy office of this person 
in the Godhead as of the other two. In fact if we believe 
that the three are equal in their attributes, and form 
but one God, our worship and faith is imperfect, and 
void, if we give exclusively to one the honor due to 
the three. But I will endeavour to prove the divine 
office of the Holy Ghost whom we have seen in our con- 
sideration of the first article to be positively revealed as 
God in scripture ; and then to enforce the practical ser- 
vice we owe Him. 


Article V. 

“ Of the Holy Ghost ” 

Art. V . — “ The Holy Ghost proceeding from the Fa- 
ther and the Son is of one Substance , Majesty and Glory . 
with the Father , and the Son , very , and eternal God.” 

Let us examine how far scripture bears us out in this 
view of the Holy Ghost. At our Saviour’s baptism He 
was evidently set forth. He descended in the form of a 
dove and lighted upon Him as He came out of the 
water, and John the Baptist, from whom our Saviour 
had submitted to receive this Holy and appointed ordi- 
nance, “ hare record, saying, 1 saw the Spirit descending 
from Heaven like a dove, and it abode upon Him, and 
I knew Him not : but lie that sent me to baptize with 
water, the same said unto me. Upon whom thou shall see 
the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, the same 
is He which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost ; and I saw 
and bare record that this is the Son of God*.” Here 
was a manifest evidence of the Holy Spirit and His 
office, to sanctify and anoint, to the service of God. — Our 

* John i. 3*2, 33, 34 , see aUo Mark i. 9, 10, Matt, lii. 1G, 17, 
Luke iii. 21. 2*2. 
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Blessed Lord bears witness to this united Trinity and the 
necessity of the power of each for man's salvation when 
He commands His disciples, “ Go ye and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost* and He abundantly exhibits 
His office when He tells His mourning disciples who 
grieved at the anticipation of His removal from them, 
** I will pray the Father and He shall give you another 
Comforter that He may abide with you for ever ; even the 
Spirit of truth, wdiom the world cannot receive, because 
it seeth Him not, neither know T eth Him ; but yc know’ Him ; 
for He dwellethin you and shall be in you.” “ The Com- 
forter w’hich is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, He shall teach you all things, and bring 
all things to your remembrance whatsoever I have said 
unto youf.” From this we may clearly perceive it is 
only to the believer, the Holy Ghost is promised ; He 
does not descend upon the children of this world, but 
upon the children of God, to enlighten their minds and 
comfort their hearts. Christ Himself declares the 
world cannot receive Him ; it is contrarv to His divine 
influence — can we therefore wonder that it denies Him ? 
His Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and instructs 
the disciples of Christ in their knowledge of Him ; for 
He says, “ When the Comforter is come whom I will 
send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, 
which procecdeth from the Father, He shall testify of 
me:f “ When lie the Spirit of truth is come, He w T ill 
guide you into all truth ; for He shall not speak of Him- 
self, but whatsoever lie shall hear, that shall lie speak, 
and lie will shew you things to come ; lie shall glorify 
me, for He shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto 

* Matt, xxviii. 19. 

t John xiv. 10, 17, 20. 

D 2 


; John xv. 20. 
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you*.** That the liolv Ghost is acknowledged as God 
equal to the Father and the Son in nmjestv and glory i* 
proved if we examine the manner in which He is always 
spoken of in liolv writ. St. Paid bears witness to His 
divinity when he rebukes Ananias for his falsehood and 
duplicity in the manner of his pretended freewill offering in 
laying the price of his possessions at the feet of the Apos- 
tles in example of the charity of the first Christians, lie 
says, “ Ananias, why hath Satan tilled thine heart to lie 
to the Holy Ghost?” “ thou hast not lied unto men but 
unto Godj\” The Holy Ghost miraculously and visi- 
bly descended on the Apostles on the day of Pentecost, 
in the shape of cloven tongues, enabling them to speak 
“ all languages,” as had been promised by our Saviour 
before Ilis crucifixion, in order to facilitate their difficult 
task of introducing Christianity, and as a proof of 
their divine mission. I do not intend presumptuously tn 
limit the power of God in xour mind by suxing God 
nex’er will again work a miracle. We know not what 
in His wisdom He may see tit to do ; we know He can. 
and will do what be-t, but it is a most dangerous 
error, and one which many well-meaning Christians 
have fallen into, the attributing the excitement of a 
warm imagination to supernatural agency : “The fruit of 
the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
faith, meekness, temperance:” it i< therefore easy t<> 
try and discover whether the effects attributed to 
the Holy Ghost proceed from Him or not.” St. Paul 
charges the elders of the Church at M detain in these 
words : “ Take heed therefore unto yourselves and to all 
the flock over which the lloly Ghost hath made you 
overseers, to feed the Church of God which He hath 
purchased with His own blood t.” lie tells us also 

* John -xvi. 13, 14. t Acts v. 3, 4 


t Acta xx. 28. 
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that “ the love of Cod is shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost which is given unto us*.” The of- 
fice of the Holy Ghost consists also in Ilis intercession 
for us in Heaven, and I IN assisting us in our own 
prayers ; for we are assured “ the Spirit al.-o helpcth our 
infirmities, for we know not what we should pray for as 
we ought; but the Spirit itself inakelh interee.-.-ion for 
us with groaniims which cannot he uttered) Without 
His holy teaching and enlightening our mind' we can- 
not eifeetually know the thi:)?v belonging to uur ])eace, 
for“ the Sph’it ; earelu th all things y'atiie deep things 
of Cod, for what man hnoweth the things of a man, 
save the spi.it of man which N in Him ? Even so the 
things of Cod known th no man but the Sphit of 
God!.” We 'hall, 1 think, require nothing more to 
enforce the ;r urenee that tic* leetption oi the lluly 
Ghost into our hem:, in practice, a** well a< n» theory, 
is vitallv ne • • :«r\ to a iu'_v know! 1 d ;e <*l C hristmiii- 
ty. “The l).i\lv wi 1 out the jpirit N dead" — is that 
faith which, ukhnmdi it ree* !vi" t lie Eallnr and the Son 
vet reject- 'die Holy Chost. Without llh sanctifying 
intiiienee we eann .t he rendered acceptable to Cod. 
The Son hie- pu"' lm.-i d i>ur iVeulom from the cur-e i bat 
wilbout tin* ] ir.u r of the Holy Client oxer our carnal 
minds and iienil- to cnlighUn is-, we shall not see uur 
interest in lih blood, nor be cnabkd to embrace the ia- 
nefits it : ?ts lulbre ii". H.u h per-on in the Trmitx is 
essential to tin* plan of our redemption, nor can we be 
saved without their conjunctive power, for “ these three 
are one We owe tv) the II oh Cho-t the same worship 
and reverence we owe to the lather and the Son, not 
do J think in addressing our prayers to Cod we should 

t 1 (\>i. a. K), 11, 

$ 1 John. v. 7, 


t Horn. v. .*5. 

+ Kuui. vni. 20. 
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ever lose sight of the glorious Trinity. It is, J firmly 
believe, in consequence of tiie too frequent neglect 
of this person in our worship that we so often fail 
to obtain comfort and answer to prayer. Receive 

then, my dear the Divine Trinity simply 

as we find the doctrine inculcated in scripture. Let the 
knowledge that it is above your finite comprehension 
to discover how such a Godhead exists, only the more 
convince you of the height and depth of your divine 
religion. Be satisfied to take your creed as it is set 
before you in the word of God, and believe that it is 
your weak nature which renders it impossible for you to 
reconcile, or comprehend the eternal and perfect nature 
of the Deity. By so doing, believe me, you will avoid 
much that is dangerous to your principles, and detri- 
mental to your happiness ; and *uch faith, such simple 
and affectionate dcpendancc, such child-like confidence 
in your Heavenly Father will not fail to reap its reward 
in the kingdom of the redeemed. Do not divide the 
Trinity either in your faith or practice . Look to God the 
Father for protection and blessing here and hereafter, 
through the merits of God the Son, your dear Saviour, 
and also through the influence, sanctification and grace' 
of God the Iloly Ghost ; and may “ the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may 
abound in hope through the power of the Holy 
Ghost*.” 

Ever consider me. 

Your attached and faithful friend. 


* Itom, xv. 13. 
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LETTER VII. 

My dear , 

Possibly at first reading the 6th article you will feel 
astonished to find it made a separate point of faith. 
Accustomed from your infancy to view your Bible as the 
unerring and holy word of God, you may not as yet 
have known that there exist those who deny its divine 
origin, and some also who attempt by traditional stories 
or imaginative fables to add to its sacred doctrines. 
These arc dangerous errors, and much cause have we to 
dread their fatal effects when we consider attentively 
what has been revealed on the subject ; and read the 
awful denunciation threatened against those who shall 
dare to add to or diminish from its holy pages. 

Article VI. 

Of the svffidency of the lloly Scriptures for Salvation 

Art. VI . — “ Holy Scripture containeth i all things neces- 
sary for salvation ; so that whatsoever is not read therein , 
nor may he proved thereby , is not to be required of any man , 
that it should be believed as an Article of the Faith , or be 
thought requisite or necessary to salvation. In the name of 
the Holy Scripture ice do understand those Canonical books 
of the Old and New Testament , of whose authority was 
never any doubt in the Church. 

Of the names and number of the Canonical books . 

GENESIS. JUDGES. 

EXODUS. * RUTH. 

LEVITICUS. THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL. 

NUMBERS. THE SECOND BOOK OF SA* 

DEUTKRONOMY. MUKL. 


JOSHUA. 


THE FIRST BOOK OF KINGS. 
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THE SECOND ROOK OF KINGS. THE ROOK OF JOB. 

THE FIRST HOOK OF C II 110- THE PSiLMS. 

NICLES. THE PROVERBS. 

THE SECOND BOOK OF THRO- ECCLESIASTES OR PREACHER. 

NICLES. CAXTICA OR SONGS OF 80- 

THE FIRST BOOK OF E^DRAS. I.OMON. 

THE SECOND ROOK OF LS- FOL K PROPHETS THE GREAT* 
DBAS. EU. 

THE ROOK OF ESTHER. TWELVE PROPHETS THE LESS 

And the ailin' book,*, (as I Iicromc sail It,) the (Lurch 
doth read for c.rample of life and instruction of manners . 
but yd doth it hat apply than to establish any doctrine 
such arc the fat nun ny : — 

TIIE THIRD ROOK OF ES- RMU'CIl 1 1) E PEG* *11/1 . 

DR\S. THE SONG OF THE 'JIIKEX 

THE FOl RTH ROOK OF ES- CIIILDR'. N. 

DR AS . THE \'T« > li A U t M'S * \ N MI 

1 HE ROOK OF TORI \S. OI’ ML \\'l> HIE DRM r>\ 

THE ROOK OF J l’ I MTU . THE ill Ul.K ' A MW-iMS. 

THE UK<T or ’1 in: BOOK OF THE li R-J' J.OMK OF \j Vf- 

ESTIII R. < \RS LS. 

THE ROOK OF AVI '•DOM. II. E m.< n \ O ROOK OV M \* - 

JEST'* '1 111. SO\ or SIR VCH. ( I S. 

All the Looks (file 1 Xeir Testament, tn th-y arc common >•> 
received , ire do rr reive, and ut count them Canonical 

\\\* v. bo fire Christians de-ire nothin<i' blither than 
the te-timonv of the revealed word, •« • < - u r rule of faith 
ami practice; let u* sec then what that ImK word -a\.» 
for it -elf, for we arc by the Lord Ju-u- commanded to 
“«careh the .-c-ri])t urc - ^ 

Tlie con' taut companion and friend ("f Christ when 
on earth, Janie- (and doubtless lie, if any of those who 
were always with Him, would have known had thcie 
* John v. ?/i. 
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been any tiling mure required for our salvation, than 

iv hut the scriptures teach us) — in writing to Christians in 
general, mentions, “ the engrafted word, which is able 
to save vour souls*.” St. Paul, when he writes to his 
young disciple, Timothy, in advising him on his minis- 
terial duties, and instructing him how to avoid deceiving 
and being deceived by the enemies of truth, recommends 
the scriptures as his guide : “ But continue thou,” says 
he, “ in the things which thou hast learned and hast been 
assured of, knowing of w horn thou hast learned them ; and 
that from a child thou hast known the Holy Scriptures 
which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith, which is in C hrist Jesus.” lie then goes on to say, 
for what scripture is intended. “ All Scripture is given 
by inspiration of Cod, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness, that the num of Cod may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works |\” If thi* be so, we 
cannot hesitate a moment to acknowledge that it is 
indeed sufficient for our salvation. What more can wc 
need? Presumptuous man would seek to look into the 
hidden and dot ]> things of Coil ; but were his vain curio- 
sity gratified they would he as foolishness to him, for he 
could not understand them. Can we be more than per- 
fect ? Alas 1 how few of us my dear , have 

arrived at even a moth rate standard of righteousness , 
and yet we would pretend to wish for more knowledge 
while we forget to take hold of that already within our 
reach. If wc consider what Cod toils us regarding 
adding to or dimini diing from Ills word, we shall 
assuredly shrink with u! mu from the danger into which 
it leads those who dare to do so. It appears that the 
Calatians after Paul left them had fallen from the faith 
i 2 rim. ui. 14, l.», lb, )7. 


* hi-, i. 21. 
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through the influence of false teachers who had come in 
among them and tried “ to pervert the Gospel of 
Christ.’* With the greatest anxiety and alarm, St. 
Paul writes to them solemnly declaring, “ Though we 
or an angel from heaven preach any other Gospel unto 
you than that which we have preached unto you, let him 
be accursed*.” This is strong language, but not more 
forcible than the occasion called for. To the Romans, 
the same Apostle speaks of the Gospel as “ the power 
of God unto salvation to even* one that bclievethl* 
and if it be, we can need nothing more to make our 
salvation sure. St. John, in his last writings during 
his exile in the isle of Patmos, in the last inspiration 
vouchsafed to man, closed his book of visions by saying, 
" If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add 
unto him the plagues that are written in this book ; and 
if any man shall take away from the words of the book 
of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the 
book of life, and out of the holy city and from the 
things which are written in this book}.” Such is the 
awful denunciation pronounced against any who would 
reject or enlarge the Gospel of Christ revealed in the 
hooks contained in the Bible, and you may be surprised 
to know that any would dare to hazard such a dreadful 
curse. Alas ! such is the frailty of the natural man that he 
still does and ha* presumed to tempt his Maker by dis- 
regarding His word in every age. Nor less dark are our 
present times in matters of religion than formerly. We 
cannot mix with the world without constantly having 
our ears assailed by infidel doctrines and careless blas- 
phemies. It behoves us, therefore, who profess the 
cross of Christ to seek diligently for truth, and so to 
learn that we may “ be ready always to give an answer 
* Gal. i. 8. t Horn. i. 10. i Uev. xxii. 10, 1.0 
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to every man that asketh us a reason of the hope that is 
in us." The sin which reigns in the world, is the 
great cause of all infidelity, whether it shew itself by 
disowning part or the whole of the Scriptures, or by 
insolently and absurdly pretending to know more than 
God has told us ; while at the same time we are con- 
strained to allow that wc do not yet even understand the 
meaning of what he has given us already. Sin puffs up 
the heart of the evil man with self-sufficiency and pride, 
and makes him try to believe, what he hopes, that there 
is no punishment for the wicked ; or that that punishment 
may be diminished by human means. He is ready and 
willing therefore to conjure up old fables and traditions, 
to make up his creed, to pacify his conscience, while he 
rejects those portions of holy writ which would hold 
forth a different and more startling doctrine. Let us 
see what our Saviour Himself says of traditions. Speaking 
of the Jews, he says, “ Ye have made the commandment 
of God of none effect by your tradition." He adds 
“ in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men." We have also God's word deli- 
vered by his “ chosen vessel,” Paul, that such are “ac- 
cursed." We therefore can do nothing but believe. True 
if He chose He could add to the revealed word, and again 
inspire His servants ; but we believe the time for this to 
be ended, and should we ever be induced to doubt, we still 
possess a sure and certain means of knowing of the doc- 
trine whether it be of God or not, since prayer with dis- 
position to obey His will can never fail to be accepted, and 
God will never permit His true and faithful children to be 
at a loss as to the truth. We need never be overwhelmed 
in our minds as to the truth or falsehood of what we 
hear advanced. We shall know if we strive for know- 
ledge, and ask for the Spirit. He never has and never 
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will refuse it to humble affectionate prayer. It is true 
prayer is not always instantly answered. We must wait 
His time ; He may be as though lie heard not for a sea- 
son, in order that lie may prove our faith and confidence 
in Him. It is not that He needs this proof, for lie knows 
our strength and weakness, but to prove us to ourselves 
and to others ; to teach us our own natural frailty and in- 
stability that we may strive more and more for llis grace, 
to rest alone in His strength which is perfected in our 
weakness, and to others, to be perhaps the blessed in- 
struments of their salvation in shewing forth llis glory. 
And shall we murmur at a little anxious solicitude ami 
uneasiness when so glorious a privilege is bought by 
it ? Ob let us stedfastlv believe and embrace the gospel, 
assured that no good thing will be withheld from us, 
far less the knowledge of the truth and the power of 
discerning God’s will. Let the word of God be your 
guide and turn not aside from it in any wise. That tins 
may be your practice is the pra\ er of 

Your faithful friend, 


LETTER VIII. 

My dear , 

This next is a most important Article, and a point 
well worthy your attentive consideration ; for if the Old 
and New Testament do not agree, thm was not Christ 
the promised Messiah — “ Our faith is vain, we are yet 
in our sins but if they do agree, then “ the Day-spring 
from on high hath visited us, to give light to them that 
sit in darkness, and in the shadow of death, to guide 
our feet into the way of peace/’ If we can prove that 
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the Old and New Testament are clearly in unison ; that 
the one docs but confirm, strengthen and explain the 
other ; then may we wait with confidence for the fulfil- 
ment of prophecy, when the Jews, to whom the Mosaic 
law was given, shall receive the gospel, and acknowledge 
with jov and gratitude, Christ as their Messiah. 

* Article VII. 

“ Of the Old Testament ” 

Art. VII . — “ The Old Testament is not contrary to the 
New , for both in the Old and New Testament, everlasting 
life is offered to mankind by Christ , who is the only medi- 
ator, between God and man, being both God and man , 
wherefore they are not to be heard which feign that the Old 
Fathers did look only for transitory promises. Although 
the law given from God by Moses, as touching ceremonies 
and rites, do not bind Christian men, nor the civil precepts 
thereof ought of necessity to be received in any com?non- 
wealth , yet notwithstanding no Christian man whatsoever is 
free from the obedimee of the commandments which are 
called moral.'* 

It is impossible for us to take for our guide in such a 
matter as this any better than that of our Blessed Lord s 
conduct while on earth, lie came to do away what had 
been merely typical of himself and which consequent- 
ly 11 is coming rendered useless for the future. He 
came to relieve man from the curse of the law not by 
destroying but by fulfilling. “ Think not,” said He to 
the multitudes on the mount, “ that 1 am come to de- 
stroy the law or the prophets ; I am not come to destroy 
but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, till heaven 
and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise 
1) 
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pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.*’* You need only 
carefully compare the life and doctrines of our Blessed 
Lord with the predictions recorded in the Old Testament 
to be assured of the truth of this. I add a table of the 
Prophecies and Fulfilments t as an assistance to you, in 
compiling which I have been greatly assisted, and am 
much indebted to one by the Rev. Hartwell Home. 1 
am confident if you will take the trouble to compare these 
you will find them convincing and clear to vour own 
mind ; and then you will not wonder when vou read that 
our Saviour after Hi* Resurrection exclaimed to His 
disciples, who were travelling to Enimaus, sad and afflict- 
ed at the loss they had sustained, and as yet doubtful 
and anxious regarding 11 is fate, “ Oh fools ; and slow 
of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken : 
ought not Christ to have suffered these things, anil to 
enter into ili> Glory r And beginning at Mo*e& and all 
the Prophets, lie expounded unto them in all the Scrip- 
tures the things concerning Himself.” “ And He said 
unto them, these are the word* which I spake unto you 
while I was yet with you, that all things must he fulfil- 
led which were written in the law of Mo-es, and in the 
Prophets, and in the Psalms concerning me. Then open- 
ed He their understanding.- that they might understand 
the {scriptures*.” But you must hear in mind, mv 

dear , that without the gracious assistance of 

the Holy Spirit, you cannot rightly understand the 
Scriptures. Even the disciples were blind to mnnv 
parts till our Lord “ opened their understanding, ” and 
yet they as Jews had the old law to compare with the 
new, and had been eye-witnesses of the fulfilment of its» 
predictions in the person of their Master. On marr, 

* Matt. v. 17, Hi. t Appcn'hx. 

t J.ukt xxiv. ‘<>5, ~<i, ‘27 : 4 I, 4.i. 
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occasions did Christ bring forward the Old Testament to 
prove His mission. He declared to the Jews, “ Had ye 
believed Moses, ye would have believed me ; for he wrote 
of me*,” and commanded them to “ search the Scrip- 
tures,” adding, “ for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life and they are they which testify of met.” Apollas, 
a certain Jew mighty in the Scriptures, after he had 
been taught the way of God perfectly, “ for at first” he 
knew only the baptism of John, “ mightily convinced 
the. Jews, and that publicly, shewing by the Scriptures 
that Jesus was ChristJ ;” and St. Paul in writing to the 
Corinthians explains and shews them how “ that rock” 
in which their Fathers trusted " was Christ §.” How- 
ever when Christ came. He necessarily did away with all 
those ceremonies and sacrifices which had been given 
and commanded as typos of llim, and consequently 
there was a “ change also of the law !|.” Many parts 
of the Old Testament were involved in unavoidable 
darkness and obscurity in consequence of their igno- 
rance of Christ, and their meaning was thus hidden till 
our Lord came ; but then was “ the revelation of the 
mystery, which was kept secret since the world began,” 
“ made manifest, and by the Scriptures of the Prophets, 
according to the commandment of the everlasting God, 
made known to all nations, for the obedience of faith**” 
“ Wherefore the law* was our schoolmaster to bring us 
unto Christtf.” Still every Christian, although freed 
from the curse of the law r which said “ this do or die,” 
is subject no less to the obedience of the moral law*. 

It is true his obedience can never be perfect or merit 
* 

* John v. 4G. || Hob. vii. 12. 

t John v. 39. ** Rom. xvi. 25, 26. 

t Acts xviii.28. % ft Ual.in.24. 

$ 1 Cor. x. 4. 

B 2 
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grace and reward ; but he is nevertheless hound to 
obey, and as far as lies in his power to keep the com- 
mandments. " Submit yourselves/’ says Peter to his con- 
verts, M to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake 
“ for so is the will of God r that with well-doing ye mav 
put to silence the ignorance of foolish men ; as free and 
not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness hut as 
the serv ants of God*/* Think not therefore that Christ’s 
obedience will be sufficient for yours without your own 
endeavours after godliness. It is only to the obedient 
and those who strive to keep the law, that his righteous- 
ness will be imputed. It was not that the Mosaic law 
was wrong, but that it was too strict and severe for man 
in his fallen state, that it was changed by our Saviour 
for his people. It proves to us our inability to be per- 
fect, and so Christ fulfilled it and took upon himself our 
penalty. Study then attentively this holy law, prove 
its accordance with the Gospel ; and while you lament 
the obstinacy of the Jews in rejecting their Messiah, 
thank God that you have been brought up in the Chris- 
tian faith, and pray that they also may be brought to 
see the truth as it is in Jesu>. 

Your attached friend, 


I need not add Old Testament references here, you 
will find them in the table in the Appendix . 


LETTER IX. 

Thk next article presenting itself to our considera- 
tion, my dear , is that on the Creeds — which 

word signifies a document containing briefly the several 
points of doctrine which it is ncccs>ary for us to 
* 1 Pet. u. 1.'3, 15,10. 
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assent to, or to believe in as members of the Christian 
faith and Church. 


Article VIII. 

“ Of the Creeds ” 

Art . VIII . — “ The three Creeds , Nicene Creed , Atha» 
nasius's Creed , and that which is commonly called the 
Apostle's Creed , ought thoroughly to he received and believed; 
for they may be proved by most certain warrants of Holy 
Scripture." 

It were useless to enter into a Scriptural proof of the 
points contained in these creeds as it would be only go- 
ing again over the same ground we have already trodden 
in the proof of the articles preceding this. If you 
read the creeds you will perceive they are a sum or col- 
lection of the most common and general points of 
Christian faith to which you will find no difficulty in 
assenting as a believer in Jesus. It is most useful and 
necessary that our Church should have this short kind 
of bond or declaration for its members ; that each may 
learn and remember without difficulty, and the most 
illiterate be able to give an account of their faith in a few 
simple words. There i> one point which may confuse you 
in St. Athanasius’ Creed, and which I would have you 
understand. 1 mean the condemnatory clauses. This 
creed does not differ in essential points from the others : 
it is merely dilated and explained more thoroughly, which 
if you will attentively consider, you will soon find to be 
the case; but many have objected to its condemning those 
who do not hold the same faith, as uncharitable and harsh. 
Now while I admit that 1 would prefer that there were 
nothing in the wording of our Liturgy, which could 
offend a weak brother, still I cannot sec that this really 
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implies what some at first imagine. We are expressly 
told we can only have salvation through Christ, and this 
is all the meaning which is intended to be conveyed. 
“ There is none other name under Heaven given among 
men, whereby we must be saved and he “ that belicv.- 
eth not shall be damned f” These are strong words, 
and plain ; the last are those by Christ Himself, i do not 
for a moment pretend to say, none can lie saved but 
those who have a knowledge of Him. Many live and 
die without an opportunity of hearing of Him, but still 
those not having rejected llim, I conceive to be pardon- 
ed and received by God through Christ’s merits, if they 
have done their duty as far as they have known it ; for 
“ these having not the law, are a law untothemselvesU” 
as St. Paul saitli of the Gentiles before Christ was ma- 
nifested to them. It is those and those only who have 
an opportunity of knowing the Christian faith, and wil- 
fully reject Christ, who will perish everlastingly ; and 
this is no more than is set forth in the gospel. Thu* l 
hope you will not hesitate at the reception of this Creed 
which so beautifully and clearly explain* the nature of our 
faith, and of the Christian mystery, “ God manifest in 
the flesh,” and the never-to-be-divided Trinity in Unity. 
Dee]) and incomprehensible is it to our present under- 
standing, and for this cause it bears undoubted proof of 
its divine origin, which is far above our knowledge. It 
teaches us to exclaim with holy Job, “ Canst thou by 
searching, find out God, canst thou find out the Almighty 
unto perfection ? It is as high a* Heaven, what canst 
thou do? deeper than Ilell ; wlmt canst thou know ? The 
measure thereof is longer than the earth and broader 
than the sea §.” And then we turn with wonder and 

* Arts, iv. 12. t ltom. 11 . 14. 

f Mark xvi. 10. § Job xi. 7, B, 9. 
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gratitude when we reflect that this God will bend an ear 
to the cries of His children and listen with parental ten- 
derness and patience to their wants. Oh my dear 

, cleave unto this God of wonder and love, and 

take hold on everlasting life, whicli is so mercifully, so 
graciouslv, held out to you in Christ. That such may 
be your happy determination, through the assistance of 
the Holy Ghost ‘is the constant prayer of 

Your affectionate and anxious friend. 


LETTER X. 

My dear , 

Having considered attentively the preceding eight 
Articles of our Church, which relate to the first princi- 
ples of the Christian Religion, and having I trust dis- 
cussed them to your full conviction, I now address you 
on the utility and doctrines of those which concern us 
individually as members of this Church. Before we 
can repose with any degree of comfort on the blessed 
hopes held out to us in the gospel, we must learn to feel 
our need of a Saviour, and our own inability unassisted 
by Him to attain everlasting life. We have fully prov- 
ed from Holy Writ the nature of the God who made, 
redeems and sanctifies us : we have now to learn how His 
creatures have become obnoxious to Him, and naturally 
shut out from the joys lie designed for them at their 
creation. We are quite certain He never destined a race 
of beings for misery, and from 11 is own word we learn that, 
" God created man in llis own image*,” — consequently 
holy and happy. How then did man become so much 
* Gen. i. 27. 
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the reverse ? For that we are lamentably fallen from 
original righteousness who can deny? We read of 
Adam's sin of disobedience, and that he thus brought 
the punishment of death on himself and entailed it on 
his whole posterity. Let us turn to the article of 
our Church regarding this all-important subject. 

Article IX. 

14 Of Original or Birth-sin .” 

Art. IX . — “ Original sin standeth not in the following 
of Adam fat the Pelagians do vainly talk), but it is the 
fault and corruption of the nature of every man that natu- 
rally is engendered of the offspring of Adam whereby man is 
very far gone from original righteousness , and is of his 
own nature inclined to evil , so that the flesh lusfe/h always 
contrary to the spirit , and therefore in every person born into 
this world , it deserveth God's wrath and damnation . And 
this infection of nature doth remain , yea in them that are 
regenerated , whereby the lust of the flesh, called in the 
Greek , phronema sarkos, which some do expound the wis- 
dom , some sensuality , some the affection, some the desire of 
the flesh , is not subject to the law of God. And although 
there is no condemnation for them that believe and are bap- 
tized, yet the Apostle doth confess, that concupiscence , and 
lust , hath of itself the nature of sin.” 

I ask you, my dear , only to look into your 

own heart, as impartially as your nature will allow you 
for a conscious proof of the truth of this doctrine. 
Behold what natural disinclination to “ follow holiness,” 
how much self-denial is necessary for the common and 
daily occurrences of life — how easily are you offended — 
how much more frequently disposed to irritate and 
augment than to soften and appease a quarrel ! Is not 
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this nature ? Surely yes — and if our consciences bear 
witness to this fatal truth, with how much greater 
security may we rely on scriptural proof. Sin indeed 
entered into the world, by the fall of Adam, but “ death 
reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had 
not sinned after the similitude of Adam’s transgres- 
sion*.” This " original sin,” does not merely depend on 
our following Adam ; it is a nature engendered in us 
from him as his offspring — it is inherent, and makes us 
very far gone from original righteousness. “ By one man 
sin entered into the world and death by sin,” for “ by 
one man’s disobedience many were made sinnersf.” 
“ In Adam all die+,” and thus it is impossible but that 
each person born of his nature and through him, must 
partake of his sin, and consequently his punishment — 
yet we perceive this wretched guilt is not merely im- 
puted, and inherited through Adam; each of us for him- 
self has the root of evil in his heart, and finds truly that, 
“ that which is born of the flesh, is tlesh§ therefore, 
“ if we say, we have no sin we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us||.” Even among the regenerated, and 
enlightened that is, those who having been admitted into 
covenant with God in baptism, lmvo added to the form, 
the spirit of the Christian — who are daily striving by 
faithful prayer and watching, “ to enter in at the strait 
gale,” and to walk in the way which leadeth to life 
eternal; even the true Christian finds, “ the flesh lusteth 
against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh ; and 
these are contrary the one to the other** for we are 
“ hy nature the children of wrath ft'.” “The carnal mind 

* Rom. v. 14. || 1 John i. 11. 

t Rom. v. 1*2. 19. ** Gal. v. 17. 

$ 1 Cor. xv. 22. tt Eph. ii. 3. 

§ John iii. O'. 
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is enmity against God, for it is not subject to the law of 
God, neither indeed can be*,” and we know “ the wages 
of sin isdeathf.” Thus original sin remains even after we 
have received Christ into our hearts by faith. It consists 
not in thoughtlessness and ignorance, but it is the natural 
man warring against God, and leading us more generally 
to err in our thoughts and actions, than to behave our- 
selves in a manner acceptable to God ; and therefore 
we continue to deserve his wrath. “ Those things which 
proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart and 
they detile the man, for out of the heart proceed evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false 
witness, blashemiesj.” Now though we see the miser- 
able state of man by nature, described by St. Paul with 
so much truth and humility, “ I know that in me, (that 
is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing, for to will is 
present with me, but how to perform that which is good 
I find not:” “ for 1 delight in the law of God after the 
inward man ; but I see another law in my members 
warring again? t the law ol my mind, and bringing me 
into captivitv to the law of sin which is in my mem- 
bers §.” Vet we are not left destitute of hope — thanks 
be toGod, afur we have acknowledged our transgressions 
and are sorry for our sins, we find the comfortable 
assurance, “ He that bclieveth and is baptized shall be 
saved ;j,” and, “ there is therefore now no condemnation 
to them which arc m Christ Jesus, who walk not after 
the flesh hut after the spirit**.” Put remember this 
promise is only for those who, “ walk in the spirit,” 
and thus do not, “ fulfil the lust of the fleshl | .” If you 

* Mom. % in. 7 || Mark xvi. 10. 

t Horn. vi.‘23. Hour. \ai. I. 

♦ Matt. xv. 1ft, 10. ft Odl. v. 10. 

C Hem. vir. lft, -2. 23. 
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do not feel your utter helplessness even, “ to think any 
thing as of ourselves*,” if you do not know yourself an 
individual sinner, obnoxious in your own person to 
eternal wrath, not merely with the rest of mankind, 
generally included under sin,” but really a being 
who has offended against the laws of God, and become 
liable to the* curse, you cannot feel your need of a 
Saviour. Far am I from thinking every human being 
is equally guilty and lost in the sight of God; but 
this I do think, that the clearer our view of God’s 
holy nature and purity, the deeper will be our sense of 
the heinousness of sin, and the more shall we see our 
sins, and abhor ourselves for them. This feeling among 
many sincere Christians has perhaps led, (from want of 
being properly defined,) to enthusiastic and vain-glory- 
ing self-condemnation, bringing on itself the just punish- 
ment of ridicule and contempt. The point is perhaps 
difficult to settle ; how far we may express to others, 
the humiliating truth which troubles the real believer as 
to original and universal sin in his heart : let the know- 
ledge of it be sufficient before God, and to Him bewail 
it, and if called on to profess your belief do not shrink 
from confessing it ; but let not your good be evil spoken 
of. Do not be constantly bringing forward this doc- 
trine either as an excuse for your omittance of duty ; or 
in ostentation and pride when you have by the divine 
assistance, done well. Remember that sin is sin, and 
hateful in God’s sight. You are commanded by your 
Lord and Master Jesus Christ, “ Re ye therefore 
perfect as your Father which is in Heaven is perfect j ,” 
and so far as you fall short of this perfection, so far are 
you from performing your duty. Let those who deny 
original or birth-sin account for their constant failures 
* 2 Cor. iii. 5. t Matt. v. 48. 
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in leading a perfect life. Let them say why Christ 
came to fulfil a law which in the former state of man 
was given him, and he could keep ; and let such reflect 
how great must be the sin and how necessarily severe 
the punishment for their want of conformity to the will 
of their Maker. From the consideration of this leading 
point of faith, 1 conceive the humble Christian may 
derive comfort ; for while he must abhor his natural dis- 
position, he is taught by the Spirit to look from him- 
self to the merits of his Saviour who alone can present 
him pure and acceptable to the Father through the 
medium of his own obedience and suffering. Let me 
entreat you, therefore to study impartially this doctrine, 
and while you feel your own weakness, pray for the 
divine help that you may not indulge in any known 
sin ; for it is as obnoxious to eternal wrath though vuu 
are regenerated, as it was before you knew the way of 
truth. And may you be directed by the Holy Spirit in 
jour meditations, to whom with the Father and the Son 
you are commended by, 

Your faithful friend, 


Refer to Gen. vi. 5 ; viii. 21 ; 1 Kings viii. 4(> , IV xiv. 
2, 3 ; Job xiv. 4 ; xxv. 4 ; Jer. xvii. I) ; Eccl. vii. 29. 


LETTER XL 

My dear , 

The next leading point of doctrine set forth bv our 
Apostolic Church is that of free-will, a subject which /tax 
caused and still causes much dispute among professing 
Christians, perhaps chiefly because it is seldom examimd 
with holy writ. You may frequently hear this and the 
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doctrine last under our consideration canvassed and dis- 
puted on ; they appear often to be talismanic words of 
division : whereas were they reasonably and calmly argued 
they would resolve themselves into the general belief of 
Bible Christians. Much of this disputing and division 
arises I fear from the natural weakness and pride of 
man ; too weak unassisted to take in clearly the mys- 
teries of godliness ; and too proud to allow that others 
understand as well or better than himself. Instead of 
disproving, I should say, this was a forcible proof of 
man’s original sin and determinately bad free-will. 
However we will now look at the article itself. 

Article X. 

“ Of Free-will” 

Art. X . — “ The condition of won after the foil of Adorn 
is such that he cannot turn and prepare himself hi/ his own 
nut oral strength, and good works to faith and colling upon 
God ; wherefore ice have no power to do good works plea- 
sant and acceptable to God without the grace of God bg 
Christ preventing us, that ice mag have a good will, and 
working with us when we have that good will.” 

Of ourselves, (being naturally inclined to evil,) we 
cannot he supposed to be able to form a desire, much 
less to execute the resolution of turning to God by 
faith. Our good works, if such they may be called, which 
spring out of the impulse of natural feeling, can have 
nothing acceptable or pleasant to God ; they doubtless, 
(such as feeling for the wants of our fellow-creatures, 
living amiably with others, &c.) are not displeasing, but 
they cannot call fov reward, being done whollv from a 
love of self ; but it is when we control the natural way- 
wardness of violent passions, when we practise self- 
£ 
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denial and restraint, when we seek to do good because 
it is God’s command and our duty, it is then, that we 
may be said to do works acceptable and pleasing to God. 

Now my dear , this you will readily admit is 

no easy task ; we cannot do it of ourselves ; we cannot 
constantly restrain quick feelings, nor bring into sub- 
jection a high spirit, nor prefer the will of others to our 
own, from a sense of prudence or any other considera- 
tion. It requires the divine aid, nor can we even seek 
that aid without liis assisting Spirit working in us. That 
it is offered to all the justice of God requires, but that 
all do not accept it, we see daily lamentable proofs. 
Christ himself taught u< our need of this assisting and 
preventing grace, and that at no time could we do 
without it. “ Abide in me,” he says, “ and 1 in \ ou ; as 
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in 
the vine, no more can \e except ye abide in me. I am 
the vine, ye are tin* branche- : he that abideth in me 
and I in him, the <ame hringeth fortli much fruit : for 
without me ye can do nothing*.” “ No man can come 
to me except the Father which hath sent me draw 
himj.” “The natural man reeeiveth not the things of 
the spirit of God ; for they are foolishness unto him ; 
neither can he know them, because they are ^piritualh 
discerned}.” Again, “ no man can say that Jesus L the 
Lord, but by the Holy Gho-t§,” and tliL cannot be 
done by unassisted nature. St. Paul further tells u-, 
“they that are in the flesh,” that is, who have not the 
Spirit of God influencing their words and works, “ can- 
not please God j.” Surely this is conclusive evidence 
of the truth of our article, “ we base no power to do 

* John xv. 4, .j. 5 1 Cor. mi. 3. 

t John \i. 44. || ltom. \m. 8. 

t 1 Cor. ii, 14. 
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good works picas: mt and acceptable to God, without the 
grace of God by Christ preventing us.” In speaking 
of his ministry, this exalted Apostle testified and said, 
“Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any 
thing as of ourselves,” and adds, (by faith in Christ) “ but 
our sufficiency is of God* ;** and, “ I know that in ine, 
(that is in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing']’.* * St. John, 
speaking of his blessed Master, declares that, “ as many 
as received him, to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on his namef,** 
thus intimating that grace and salvation were offered to 
all and to those who, “ received Him, he gave power to 
become the sons of God,” showing plainly that without 
tliis power from above they were not able to he accepted. 
{St. Paul ascribes his conversion of I a dia to the power 
of God, “whose heart the Lord opened^.” In vain 
would Paul have preached — in vain reasoned if the pre- 
venting grace of God by Christ had not assisted and 
prepared her heart ; and if we acknowledge that this 
power is necessary, how can we deny our inability of 
ourselves to turn unto Mini ? The same arguments put 
forth, the same mind to apply them, and yet oftentimes 
failing ; — where is the cause of this great mystery ? that 
this preventing and assisting grace is not always 
received and listened to, nevertheless it still remains our 
own fault ; we have it offered, and we have the power 
of accepting or refusing it, called Free-will, within our- 
selves; and blessed indeed may we account those who, 
using this free-w'ill “ work out their own salvation with 
fear and trembling, remembering that it is God which 
worketh in them both to will and to do of his good 
pleasurelj .” And others may bear witness in the words of 

* 2 Cor. iii. 5. + Rom. Mi. 18. t Jofin i. 12. 

$ Acts xvi. 14. || Phil. ii. 12, 13. 

E 2 
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St. Paul, “ You hath, lie quickened who were dead in 
trespasses and sins*. 1 * I earnestly trust I have made 
this plain to your mind, that you rightly perceive your 
own inability unassisted by Him to please Cod, either in 
word or deed ; and yet do not mistake the doctrine, so 
as to consider that this power is partial or irresistablc ; 
that would be to accuse the just and righteous Lord of 
injustice and cruelty ; it would be to make Him a tyran- 
nical Governor. \Ye must not think unworthily of our 
God, nor confuse llis attributes. He has put it into 
the power of all to be saved ; He offer* to each grace 
and salvation ; blit He does not force or compel any 
individual to accept it : did lie act thus, lie would rob 
man of his free-will and thereby do away w ith the reward 
or punishment of another world ; for why should a man 
he rewarded or punished for what he could not help 
doing ? He mercifully offers a sufficient portion of the 
IIolv Spirit to enable each of us to embrace and believe 
the Gospel, and adds to the believer much more than 
he a-ks and prays for. To those who reject llis prof- 
fered love, lie does not give it to he abused hut lease" 
them till they will accept it, and seldom indeed is it 
that He takes from any, even the most reprobate, the 
power of becoming penitent. I trust this explanation 
renders the point clear and satisfactory. If not pray to 
God for his spirit of wisdom to direct you, “ who giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not l,” and \uu will 
be guided into all truth. 

Believe me, vour attached friend, 


Ilelcr to Jcr. x. 23 ; Frov. xvi. !) ; xx. 24. 
* J'.pli. ii. ] . -f Jas. i. i > 
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LETTER XII. 

Mv DEAR , 

The subject of our next study is in its nature so truly 
comfortable and interesting to the Christian, that after 
having led you so far into the doctrine.- of the go-pel 
I need scarcely* solicit your earnest attention to it. You 
will feel disposed and anxious 1 should hope to find out 
what ground you, in common with every fellow child of 
Adam have, for the expectation of forgiveness from God 
and eternal happiness in Ti world to come. You have 
clearly seen that God cannot look upon iniquity, that 
lie will not admit a creature who is unholy into His 
presence, and you also have proved from Hi- word that 
“ there is none righteous, no not one*.” You have 
found both by experience and from the Script urea* that 
there is an inherent corruption dwelling within every 
child of man, and that “ how to perform that which is 
good 1 find not f.” What then is to he done ? Holy we 
must he before wc can enter into the world of perfection 
and bliss, yet sinful, imperfect, corrupt in our own nature, 
we are, and ever shall he. This becomes a serious and 
awful consideration ; without help w r e are inevitably shut 
out from everlasting happiness. But behold ! the love 
of God. Christ appears for us, not only as our media- 
tor hut “ our righteousness.” “ To whom it shall he 
imputed if wc believe on Him that raised up Jesus our 
Lord from the dead; who was delivered for our offen- 
ces and was raised again for our justification}:. 


lion., ii . 10. 


t Rom. \ xi. U*. 


X Rom. iv. 24,25, 
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Article XI. 

“ Of the Justification of Man” 

Art . XI . — “ We are counted righteous before God onhj 
for the merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by faith , 
and not for our own works or deserving * , wherefore that we 
are justified by faith only is a most wholesome doctrine and 
very full of comfort, as more largely is expressed in the 
Horn ily of Just ifi cat i on” 

We sinful erring creatures are counted righteous be- 
fore God through that Saviour who died for ib, “that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in Him*,” 
for 11 by grace are ye saved tlirough faith ; and that not 
of yourselves; it is the gift of God ; not of works lest 
any man should boastf,” and “ therefore being justified 
by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ; by whom also we have access by faith, 
into this grace wherein we stand and rejoice in hope of 
the glory of GodL” 

It is not possible that our imperfect works should 
deserve the favour or grace of God. “ By the deeds of 
the law, there shall no Hob be justified in his sight. 
But now the righteousness of God without the law is 
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the pro- 
phets ; even the righteousness of God which is bv faith 
of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe 
“ for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God: being justified freely by 11 is grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation through faith in llis blood, to 
declare His righteou-ne-s for the remission of sins that 
are past, through the forbearance of God,” “ that He 
might be just and the justifier of him which believeth 
* 2 Cor. v. 21. t Bph. u. 8, 1). X Horn. v. 1, 2. 
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in Jesus*.” Herein truly is love, mercy and justice 
blended together, the sins of man remitted through 
Christ by repentance and faith in Ilis name, such was 
His own declaration!, and St. Peter obeying this injunc- 
tion of His master, said to the people, who at his first 
preaching after Christ’s resurrection “ were pricked 
in their heart and said unto Peter and to the rest of the 
Apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do ? Then 
Peter said unto them, Repent and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost J.” 
To him who rejects this important justification, “ Christ 
is become of no effect ;” “ whosoever of you are justi- 
fied,” (that is think to be so,)” by the law ; ye arc fallen 
from grace; for we through the Spirit wait for the hope 
of righteousness by faith. For in Jesus Christ neither 
circumcision availetli any thing nor uncircumcision ; but 
faith which worketh by love§.” “ By Him all that 
believe are justified from all things from which ye could 
not be justified by the law of Mosesi|.” “ For Christ is 
the end of the law for righteousness to every one that 
believeth**,” and this through his taking upon Him our 
nature. “ He hath made Him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin He not only took the infirmities and 
sorrows of a life of humanity but our sins, for thus alone 
could we “ be made the righteousness of God in Himtt»” 
•if it were possible that we could justify ourselves then “ if 
righteousness” thus " come by the law then Christ is dead 
in vain}},” but now being justified freely by Christ, “ye 
are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in 

* Rom. iii. *20—26. || Acts xiii. 39. 

t Luke xxiv. 47. ** Rom. x. 4, 

t Acts ii. 37, 38. ft 2 Cor. v. 21. * 

§ Gal. v. 4, 5, 6. ft Gal. ii. 21. 
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the name of tlio Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our 
God* and this is a blessed state for the humble Chris- 
tian : still conscious of sin and infirmity, from what other 
source could we find consolation ? Where hut in this 
imputed justification find security ? Alas, my dear 

, the state of those who wish to he saved by 

their own works or their own deserving, i< lamentably 
perilous. If these things arc so, if God has declared that 
only for Ills Son’s sake ami through Him will lie* he re- 
conciled to man, who can hope for acceptance by any other 
way: If we could ju-tia oursehes what need have we of 
Christ ? Hut all we do, all we think, all we even resolve, 
is so connected with sin, so imperfect, so weak, that by 
the grace of God subduing our pride and permitting us 
to see it in its true light, wu are aware of our own ina- 
bility, in short, of ourhe^t endeavours being so defective 
that, hut for the sanctifying medium of Christ’s merits, 
we should only bring ourselves nearer and nearer to a 
state of eternal iniscn ! Seek tin n the all-siitlieient 
strength of ClirLt ; look only to Him as \uiir mean- for 
acceptance with the Father, but do not so far mistake the 
nature of His justification a" to suppose you may relax 
in your utmost efforts after obedience. True faith is 
known by its fruit? — a dead faith will not save \ou : 
“ the devils also believe and tremble f,” hi* not therefore 
like unto them. “ For as the body w ithout the spirit is 
dead, so faith without works i< dead al-oj.” Lo**e not 
sight of this leading feature of Christianity, nor confuse it. 
You are justified in God’s sight only through Christ’s 
righteousness being imputed to you if you believe, hut 
that belief must produce works, and you mu-1 never relax 
in the most strenuous exertions after holiness. Those 
alone who* strive will enter into heaven. Christ justi- 
* 1 Cor. vi. 11. t Jas. ii. 1JL J Jas. ji. 20. 
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fies them but not such as lead ungodly lives, and leave 
all for Him to do. They cannot understand or wish for 
holiness who do not seek to become as much so as pos- 
sible in their own persons. 

Believe me, your anxious friend, 


Refer to Ps. cxliii. 2 ; Job ix. 2 ; xxv. 4 ; Isa. xlv. 25. 


LETTER XIII. 

On reading the next article, my dear , you 

will instantly perceive that it is a necessary companion 
to the last ; indeed it appears most intimately connected 
with it, and we are led imperceptibly from one to the 
other. If we are justified freely through Christ, — the 
question suggests itself, are good works or endeavours 
after a good life necessary, seeing they account nothing 
of themselves towards our final redemption ? If Christ 
has done all, why need we work ? I hope quickly to 
put to silence the ungrateful, the sinful suggestion of 
our own evil hearts. 


Article XII. 

" Of Good Works” 

Art. XII.— “ Albeit that good works, which are the 
fruits of faith and follow after justification, cannot put 
away our sins, and endure the severity of God’ s judgment; 
yet are they pleasing and acceptable to God in Christ and 
do spring out necessarily of a true and lively faith , in so 
much that by them a lively faith may be as evidently known 
as a tree discerned by the fruit ” 

It is impossible for a member of the Holy Jesus to 
feel satisfied to " continue in sin,” which iA its nature 
is hateful and opposed to Him. The very fact of its 
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being displeasing in 11 is sight, would be sulUcient to 
lead a soul dependant on, and hound to Him by every 
tie of love and gratitude, to forsake it. Does it not 
follow naturally that if we love a person, we instantly 
learn to love wliat he loves, and to hate what he hates ; 
and can this he so towards earthly ties and less so to- 
wards our Clod, from whom, ai.d in whom, alone, we 
have every blessing, earthly and heavenly ? This feeling 
is nut only to be expeeted on these grounds, it becomes 
a necessary consequence of laith, true faith. St. James 
clearly explains it, “ faith if it hath not works i<* dead, 
being alone ; yea a man may say, thou ha-t faith, anil 
I have works ; shew' me thy faith without thy works, 
and I will shew' thee my faith by m\ work- ; For as the 
body without the spirit is dead, so laith without works is 
dead also*.” “ What fellowship hath righteon-ue-s with 
unrighteousness ; and what communion hath lurlit with 
darkness? and what concord hath Clui-l with IJelial ?** 
*• Ye are the temple of the living Cod I.” “ if wt sav 

that we have fellow ship with Him, and walk in darkness, 
we lie, and do not the truth ; hut if we walk in the light, 
as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with an- 
other, and the blood of Jesu- Christ lli> Sun eleanseth 
us from all sinf.” “ Every man that hath this hope in 
Him," therefore, “ puritieth himself even as he is 
pure§ / * “ A man is not justified by the works of the 

law r , hut by the faith of Jcmc* Christ ." and it is only 
through Him that our works are accepted : for, “ we are 
His workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good 
w'orks**,” consequently not belonging to Him and hav- 
ing no part in Him, if we have not good works. St. 

* Jas.^ii. 17, 1H. JO. 

t 2 Cor. \ i. It, 1 10. 

i 1 J oli ei i. fi, 7. 


vj 1 John in. 3. 
|| (i d. it. 1(». 
•• Kph. li. 10. 
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Paul, anxious for the correct and pure worship under 
Titus his “ son after the faith” wrote to him, “ These 
things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which 
have believed in God, might be careful to maintain good 
works*.” To the Hebrews he writes, “ To do good 
and to communicate, forget not, for with such sacrifices 
God is well pleased,” and he earnestly prays that, “the 
God of peace that brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through 
the blood of the everlasting covenant,” would make 
them, “ perfect in every good work, to do His will, 
working in them that which is well pleasing in His 
sight, through Jesus Christ)'.” Our blessed Lord con- 
stantly insisted on good works as proofs of tlir faith of 
His people ; and even assured them, “ Herein is my 
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, so shall ye be 
my disciples.” “ Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you, and ordained you that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain ; that 
whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name He 
may give it youj.” Here you sec Christ makes our good 
works a condition of being heard by his Father. In 
another place He asks the reasonable question, “ Do 
men gather grapes of thorns or tigs of thistles ?” and 
declares, “ Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know 
thcm§.” He has elsewhere graciously told us that He 
will “ reward every man according to his works',),” thus 
mercifully intimating llis acceptance of our imperfect 
service, and His requiring our labour as a proof of our 
faith : but added our Lord, “ when you have done all, 
those things which are commanded you, say ; \Ye are 


* Titus iii. 8. 
t Hub. xiii. 16, 20, 21, 
X John xv. 8, 16. 


$ Mutt. vii. 16, 20 . t 
|| Matt. xvi. 27. 
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unprofitable servants, we have clone that which was our 
duty to do* we cannot do more ; we cannot do all our 
duty ; therefore we have no claim for reward, it is the 
free gift of God ; we must do every thing in our power, 
still are we then far, very far, from having kept the 
law : we require all the mercy and pitying love of a 
tender Father to receive with pleasure our works. 
“ Where is boasting then ?” Let your dopendance he 
on Christ, and Him alone, sanctified to you by the 
power of the Holy Ghost which will influence you to 
“ obev the truth,” and, “ by patient continuance in well- 
doing, seek for glory, and honour, and immortality |- 
and, “ let your light so shine before men that they nm\ 
«ec vour good works and glorify your Father which 1 - 
in Heaven; ;” and never let that mercy which ha- been 
vouchsafed you in Christ Je-us, influence you to neglect 
your dutiful worship and service to your God -hewn bv 
a watchful care, “ in word or in deed do all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus.” To the ever blessed Trinity do 1 
recommend you, earnestly anxious that neither in doc- 
trine nor in practice you may he found wanting at tli** 
day of judgment when, “ they that have done good,” 
“ shall come forth, unto the resurrection of life but they 
that have done evil, “ unto the resurrection of dam- 
nation§.” 

Ever believe me, your attached friend, 


Refer to Ps. lxii. 12 ; cxix. 32 ; cxliii. 2 ; Prov. xxis . 
12 ; Jer. xxxii. 19 ; Ezek. vii. 8, 9 ; xxiv. 14. 


* I. uke xvii. 10. 

t Korn. ii. 7, 8, 


l Matt. v. Hi. 
§ John v. ‘20, 
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LETTER XIV. 

Again, ray dear , do I address you on what 

might justlv be called another part or link of the same 
sibjeet, so closely united have been the four preceding 
aricles, and still as much so is the following. 

Article XIII. 

“ Of Works before Justification .” 

irt. XI 11 . — Works done before the grace of Christ 
and inspiration of His Spirit are not pleasant to God for- 
asmuch as they spring not of faith in Jesus Christ, neither 
do they make men meet to receire grace , or (as the school 
authors say) deserve grace of congruiety ; yea rather for that 
they are not done as God hath willed , and commanded them 
to be done, we doubt not but they have the nature of sin." 

The same arguments which I have applied to the 
doctrine of our justification, and good works, will hold 
good for this. The original sin inherent in us renders 
it impossible that we should perform any one perfect 
work, and consequently we cannot deserve grace ; we 
cannot merit reward. It is only when our works are 
done in faith in Jesus Christ that they can be plea- 
sant to God. It is for llis sake, and through llis 
merits they are accepted ; for it is onlv in this way 
God has commanded they should be done ; therefore, 
any other manner of performing them must have the 
“ nature of sin.” Sinful by nature, what we do must 
be so too. “ A corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit,” 
" a good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a 


G 
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corrupt tree bring forth good fruit*.” Our good works 
consist in their being done by faith in Christ , for “ with- 
out me,” he saith, “ yc can do nothingf.” “ We have 
before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all 
under sin, as it is written, “ there is none righteous, no 
not one.” “ Now we know that what things soever tie 
law saith, it saith to them who are under the law,” “ tiat 
every moutli may be stopped and all the world iaay 
become guilty before God;” “ therefore, by thedeec lg of 
the law there -hall no flesh be justified in llis sight; for 
by the Law is the knowledge of sin. For all hp.ve 
sinned and come short of the glory of God*.” y If 
Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to 
glory, but not before God.” “ Even as David also 
describeth the blessedness of the man unto whom God 
imputeth righteousness without works§.” If our actions 
could be so perfect as to merit justification, then why did 
St. Paul bewail his nature and sav, “ I know that in 
me, (that is in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing ||.” 
What does lie mean by saying, “ the carnal mind is 
enmity against God, for it is not subject to the law of 
God, neither indeed can be : so then they that are 
in the flesh cannot please God^f.” If it were so, if 
before the grace of Christ be given us wc could please 
God, of what u*c is His grace to us ? Be assured God 
would never thus throw away llis gifts. He would 
not offer us this power were it not absolutely necessary 
for us in order to the attainment of righteousness. We 
are helpless by nature — fallen from a state of purity to 
one of universal corruption, and from a corrupted source, 
what can spring but corruption ? “ By grace are ye 

* Matt.'Vii. 17, IS. $ Horn. iv. 2, (>. 

t John xv. 5. || Horn. vii. 18. 

J llotn. iii. 9, 10, 19, 20, 23. If Rom. vni. 7, 8. 
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saved through faith,” saith St. Paul, “ and that not of 
yourselves it is the gift of God ; not of works lest any 
man should boast* “ whatsoever,” therefore, of good 
you are enabled through the spirit to “ do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God and the Father by Him 1/’ and then rest satisfied 
that, “ not by works of righteousness which we have done 
but according to His mercy He saved us by the washing 
of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Ghost, which 
He shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Sa- 
viourj and remember that “ without faith it is impossi- 
ble to please Ilim§.” It were needless for me to dilate 
more on this article, the point has been so much urged 
in the preceding ones that I should hope you arc well 
convinced of its truth. Believe me if you find any 
difficulty in removing the inclination to personal merit, 
the cause is the inherent pride of human nature, which h 
ever seeking to know more or to he more than the ex- 
press word of God teaches us it is. We all fancy we must 
do something to inherit eternal life, whereas our part is 
only to repent and believe . True faith will produce good 
works as naturally as a “ good tree will bring forth 
good fruit our good works are necessary, but they 
deserve nothing, being after all but our duty, and then 
only a part of it ; neither before nor after justification 
therefore can they be meritorious ; and forasmuch as 
before it they have not the blessed Saviour’s righteous- 
ness to cover them, nor are done by faith in Him, they 
cannot he accepted nor pleasant to God. Hold fast 

your faith, my dear ; cease not to pray for a 

right understanding in all these things, and remember 
how responsible you are having known the true way to 
* Epli. ii. 8, 9. J Titus iii. 5, G. 

t Col. iii. 17. $ Heb. xi. 6. 
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wa/fe in it, “ sober and righteously.” “ Gird up the loins 
of your mind, be sober and hope to the end for the grace 
that is to he brought unto you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ*.” “ Be vc therefore sober and watch 
unto prayer [” and then be assured you will not be, 
“ cast out.” Prayer is above all other means effica- 
cious, and to be trusted ; for it turns the Hand which 
turns the universe. Behold its effect even in the ease of 
AliabJ ; doubtless hi - prayer was at the moment sincere* 
for it was heard and granted : trust then confidently to 
prayer. I do not say you are to expect every petition 
to be granted which may concern your worldly wishes. 
God frequently denies, out of mercy; knowing far 
better what is really good for us than we do ourselves. 
But in spiritual things “ have boldness,” for He will 
never refuse to Hi* children what is for their eternal 
advantage. “ Covet earnestly the best gifts§,” and be 
not pinled up with self-conceit ; “ be humble,” “give 
diligence to make your calling and election sure, for if ye 
do these tilings ye shall never fall J.” 

Believe me ever your sincere friend. 

Refer to Gen. viii. ‘21; xv. 6; Dent, xxxii. 20; 
Job xv. 14 ; Ps. li. 5 ; exxx. 3 ; cxliii. 2 ; Isa. liii. 6 ; 
Ixiv. (>. 


LETTER XV. 

Mr DEAR , 

We are still on the subject of personal merit or works ; 
prone is man to lay hold on every thing which may 

* 1 Ret. i. 13. $ 1 Cor. xii.31. 

t 1 Pet. iv. 7. || 2 Pet. i. 10. 

$ 1 Ivinas xxi. 2.0. 
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augment his pride , that it has been wisely done of the 
compilers of the Articles of our Church, to notice with 
the utmost strictness aught which might be taken up or 
arise to injure its beautiful simplicity and Apostolic 
purity. After having, therefore, set forth the necessity 
for good works, and explained their nature, they set 
proper bounds to their efficacy by 

Article XIV. 

“ Of Works of Supererogation .” 

Art. XIV . — “ Voluntary works besides , over and above , 
God’s commandments , which they call works of Supereroga- 
tion , cannot be taught without arroyancy and impiety ; for 
by them men do declare that they do not only render unto 
God , as much as they are bound to do, but that they do 
more for his sake , than of bounden duty is required, whereas 
Christ saith plainly , When ye have done all that are com- 
manded to you , say , we are unprofitable servants.” 

The absurdity and impiety of such arrogance must, I 
am assured, instantly strike you. Our Lord commands 
us, “ Ik ye therefore perfect even as your Father which 
is in heaven, is perfect*.” Can there be more than 
perfection ? What is it to be perfect ? Is there a higher 
kind of superiority — not that every one must necessarily 
arrive at the same degree, that be far from God to 
require. To some He gives one, to others two, to 
others five talents. Those having but one are not 
expected to gain other two, nor those with two, to gain 
other fivef, but from each is required as much as he 
is capable of gaining ; consequently what is duty in one 
may not be required in another, who is equally accepta- 

* Matt. v. 48. f Matt. xxv. 14, ‘23. 
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ble to God, as the more talented are with all their 
extensive gifts improved to the uttermost. Each must 
do all in his power. Where then are works of su- 
pererogation ? Again, our blessed Saviour saith, “ Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy 
mind* and to exclude all personal merit, lie also tells 
us, “ a man can receive nothing except it he given him 
from heaven |\” We are to “ cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in 
the fear of God|.” Does this leave any room for more ? 
Humility is the fit clothing of lost, sinful, weak man, 
who has nothing hut what is given him, and can 
do nothing but what he is enabled to do by a superior 
power. What does our Saviour say of the Pharisee 
who boasted of his exact performance of rites and cere- 
monies and Ins obedience to the law ? Does lie not 
prefer the poor self-condemned publican who “ smote 
upon his breast saying, God he merciful to me, a sinner. 
I tell you,” said our Lord, “ this man went down to 
his house, justified rather than the other. For every 
one that cxaltetli himself shall he abased and he that 
humbletli himself shall he exaltedj.” And further lie 
reasoned with his disciples and proved to them by their 
own habits and ideas, how that God is not bound to 
receive or he thankful for our services, were they ever 
so perfect. He asks them, if they considered a master 
was to be thankful to a servant, because he did the 
things commanded him. lie adds, “I trow not ; so 
likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things 
which arc commanded you, say, wc are unprofitable 
servants, w T c have done that which it was our duty to 

* Luke x. 27 ; also Matt, xxii.36 — 40. 

t John iii. 27. \ 2 Cor. vii. 1. 


§ Luke xviii. 13, 14. 
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do*.*' I think wc have proved the wickedness, pre- 
sum ption, and absurdity of such a doctrine, unhappily 
in use among 1 the Roman Catholics. If we could indeed 
make retribution for our sins, and then perform works, 
over and above what was necessary, then might we say 
wc had whereof to glory, and might ask of God to 
accept them for another, but this carries with it the 
proofs of its own absurdity and sinfulness. If I have 
in any way convinced you of the truth of the foregoing 
articles, on original sin, justification, and works before 
justification, 1 feel assured more need not he argued on 
this point, and may you he continued in the truth by 
your researches. 

Ever your friend, 

Notice Gen. vi. 5, G; Dent, xxviii. 20; Isa. liii. 6; 
lvii. 12 ; lxiv. 6. 


LETTER XVI. 

My dear , 

Tins next article of our Church still appears to be a 
continuation of the same subject, being not only intend- 
ed to show Christ’s perfection, but also even more fully 
to prove our imperfection. After having shown what 
the nature of man is, how prone to sin, that his, “ heart 
is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked, that 
his thoughts are only evil continually ;** and seeing that 
Christ took our nature upon Ilim, and became man; it 
becomes necessary for His glory and for our rightly 
perceiving of Him, that wc should clear Ilim from a 
participation in sin ; otherwise lie is no mofe able to 
* Luke xvii. J>, 10. 
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save us than we are to save each other. Here then is 
a crying necessity for the subject of our fifteenth article 

Article XV. 

“ Of Christ alone without sin ” 

Art . XV. — “ Christ in the truth of our nature was 
made like unto us in all things , sin only except, from which 
He was clearly void , both in llis flesh and in II is spirit. 
He came to he the Lamb without spot , who by sacrifice of 
Himself once made , should take away the sins of the world, 
and sin, as St. John sai/h , was not in Him. But all we 
the rest, although baptized and born again in Christ , yet 
offend in many things ; and if ice say we have no sin, we de- 
ceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” 

Let us first see what Scripture informs us of the nature 
of our Redeemer, the man Christ Jesus. “ As the 
children are partakers of flesh and blood, lie also Him- 
self likewise took part of the same that through death 
He might destroy him that had the power of death, that 
is the devil*/ «gain, “We have not an high priest 
which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmi- 
ties ; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sinf.” 

Blessed assurance ! If he had not been, “ like us/* 
tempted, “ in all points’* alike, He could not have felt for 
us ; if He had not been, “ without sin/* I J e could not have 
saved us — llis obedience and suffering would not have 
been meritorious ; but lie is described as “ holy, harm- 
less, undefiled, separate from sinners and made higher 
than the heavens,” and " who needeth not daily” “ to- 
offer up sacrifice first for his own sins, and then for the 
* Heb. ii. 14. lleb. iv. 15. 
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people’s ; for this He did once when he offered up 
Himself*,” and, “ if the blood of bulls, and of goats, 
and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean sanc- 
tificth to the purifying of the flesh, how much more shall 
the blood of Christ, who through the Eternal Spirit 
offered Himself without spot to God, purge your con- 
science from dead works to serve the living God ?” “ but 
now once in the end of the world hath He appeared to 
put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself [” Christ 
declared of Himself, and how truly let His holy life bear 
witness, “ the Prince of this world” “ hath nothing in 
mej.” John the llaptist, the appointed messenger and 
fore runner oi Jesus ca claimed, when he saw him coming 
to him, “ Reliold the lamb of God, which taketli away 
the sin of the world§.” St. Peter tells us, Christ “ did no 
mii, neither was guile found in His mouth;).” St. Paul 
says, “ lie hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew 
no sin**,” but for ourselves we know that, “ in many 
things we offend all| | ,” and ‘‘if we say that we have no 
sin \\c deeei\e ourselves and the truth is not in usH*” 
Let us then look steadfastly to Him for salvation, and 
depend confidently on 11 is merits, knowing, “ that He 
was manifested, to take away our sins, and in llim is no 
sin§§ and feeling, “ that ye were not redeemed with 
corruptible things ; as silver and gold,” “ hut with the 
precious blood of Christ as of a Lamb without blemish 
and without spotjjii” such may our confidence he, such 
is our “ Master,” “Lord,” “King,” “Redeemer,” 
“Mediator,” our “Righteousness,” “ our Glory” — to 
Him let us ascribe all glory, and acknowledge that unto 

* lh*l). \ii. 2(», ‘27 * * 2 (’nr. v. 21. 

t I Info. ix. 1:1, 14, 20'. t t J;in. in. 2. 

t John \iv. .40. t t 1 John i. 8.* 

§ John i. 20. £ $ J John iii. .>. 

!l 1 Pol. ii. 22. || j| ] Pot. i. 18, 10. 
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Him be the praise that wc are saved in any way from 
the wrath to come. 

Lay hold on this glorious redemption, my dear 
, by active and lively faith, praying with all sup- 
plication “ it by any means” you may “ attain unto the 
resurrection of the dead ; not as though” you " had 
already attained, either were already perfect,” but “ press 
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus*.” 

1 am, most anxiously your friend, 

See Isa. xl. 25 ; xlvi, 5 ; liii. 0 ; Mai. ii. 6. 


LETTER XVII. 

My dear 

Having observed upon the necessity of good works, 
the heinousness of sin, and its peculiar hatefulness in 
the eyes of God ; after seeing how much assistance 
God has graciously afforded to us to overcome sin, and to 
lead a life of righteousness ; it becomes a matter of deep 
inquiry (seeing the inability even of the regenerated to 
keep a perfect obedience) how far we may hope for 
pardon. Wc read that “the wages of sin is death) 
that “ cursed is every one that continue! h not in all 
things which are written in the book of the law to do 
themj: ;” and although we are redeemed from that curse 
through Christ, yet we read that “ whosoever abideth in 
Ilim sinneth not ; whosoever sinneth hath not seen 
Ilim, neither known Him and again, “ whosoever is 
born of God doth not commit sin, for llis seed remaineth 
in Him, and he cannot sin because he is born of God§.’ 

* Phil. iii. 11, 12, 14. t dal. iii. 10, 

*f* Korn. vi. 23. § 1 John iii. 6. 9. 
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Here is an awful consideration, for we are not able to 
keep the pure way of God undefiled. God is not unjust : 
consequently these words must have a meaning which 
on first reading we do not perceive. May wc not con- 
sider that they allude to the wilfully remaining in known 
sin ? for that is indeed incompatible with the law of 
Christianity. Let us sec what our article advances on 
this head. 


Article XVI. 

“ Of sin after Baptism." 

Art. XVI . — “ Not evert/ deadly sin willingly committed 
after baptism is sin against the Holy Ghost, and unpardonable. 
Wherefore the grant of repentance is not to be denied to 
such as fall into sin after baptism. After ire have received 
the Holy Ghost , ire may depart from grace given , and fall 
into sin , and by the grace of God we may rise again , and 
amend our lives. And therefore they are to be condemned . 
which say , they can no more sin, as long as they live here , 
or deny the place of forgiveness to such as truly repent." 

It appears from this view of the subject, that it is 
not denied but that wc may fall into grie\ous sins, even 
after we have received the gift of the Holy Ghost in 
baptism : that we may depart from the right way and 
bring ourselves into a dangerous situation as regards 
God’s favour ; but that still it is not against the divine 
justice and mercy, to renew us after deep, and sincere 
repentance ; and again to allow' us the influence of the 
Holy Spirit to guide, assist, and comfort us. By deadly sin 
is here meant sin of a deep nature, sin of committance 
in opposition to sin of ignorance, or hecdlessness — sin of 
deliberation, that is, committed even when our conscience 
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accuses us ; and perhaps even in defiance of the direct 
will of God written in our hearts — such sin leads our 
souls into imminent peril ; and bitter indeed must be 
the repentance which may hope for forgiveness, but still 
it is not unpardonable — it is not that “ sin against, the 
Holy Ghost .” Of that we read, 4 4 all manner of sin and 
blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men ; but the blas- 
phemy against the Holy Ghost, shall not be forgiven 
unto men : and whosoever speaketh a word against the 
Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him ; but whosoever 
speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be for- 
given him neither in this world, neither in the world to 
come*.” These are our Lord’s own words, and it behoves 
us to trv to understand them lest we fall into the sin 
of despair without cause, from a misconstruction of 
their meaning. Many arc so alarmed at this awful de- 
nunciation that they almost fall into a sin nearly allied to 
the one they so much dread, by denying the power and 
goodness of God to pardon their weaknesses. If we con- 
sider the occasion of our Lord’s observing upon this griev- 
ous sin \vc shall perceive it was a blasphemy which the Jews 
committed when lie performed His miracles by ascribing 
the power He used to the power of lleelzebub, and thus 
giving the glory of God to the prince of the devil**. The 
influence of the Holy Ghost was the power which God 
vouchsafed to man for his conviction, and he who denied 
that power could have no further claim for salvation — 
this utter rejection of God and His power, and ascribing 
the wonders lie worked to the evil spirit, is then the 
sin 44 against the IIolv Ghost.” It is generally supposed 
that w r e cannot at this period of time commit it, and 
strictlv sp9aking we cannot — for miracles being ended, 
we have no opportunity of giving that glory and prais e 
* Matt. xii. 31, 32. See Maik iii. 28, 29, 30. 
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to the devil which they ought to produce in us towards 
God ; yet it becomes a question, and a very serious one, 
how near we may approach to it by rejecting the power 
of God in our hearts, refusing to accept Christ as our 
redeemer or living (after we know the way of righteous* 
ness) as if we were “ without God” in the world. It is 
certain that “ Christ’s blood cleanseth from all sin,” but 
if we refuse to be cleansed by it, it is not efficacious to 
us. To ascribe the wonders of the creation to chance, 
to deny the power of God to raise the dead, or in fact 
to limit His power in any way is to think unworthily of 
Him, and may I think be considered as an approach to 
this unpardonable sin, but the humble, timid believer 
who fears to offend, is the least likely to be thus near 
danger, if we except the despairing of God’s pardon, for 
that indeed is near to refusing to believe in Him as a 
good and merciful Rcing. We may further depend on 
the effect of repentance and amendment of life, in ob- 
taining forgiveness of sins for Christ's sake , by observing 
the direction of St. Paul for the guidance of his convert 
churches with respect to offenders ; remembering, that as 
baptism was the form by which they were admitted as 
members of those Christian communities, these directions 
must have been given with respect to sins, after bap- 
tism. He tells the elder of the church to “restore such 
a one in the spirit of meekness, considering thyself 
lest thou also be tempted*.” Thus proving it not only 
possible but probable, that those which are spiritual 
may be “ overtaken in a fault and to another Church 
which he had found it necessary to rebuke sharply for 
their want of order and decency in religious worship, 
their divisions, their wicked lives, and especially for their 
unworthy partaking of the Lord’s Supperf, lie writes 
* Cal. v», 1. f 1 Cor. v.and xi. 

H 
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that, " after having punished such offenders” they 
were, upon the repentance of such a one, “ to forgive 
him and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should 
be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow ;” wherefore,” 
he says, “ I beseech you, that ye would confirm your 
love towards him*.” Wherefore it is evident that the 
Apostle Paul did not “ deny the place of forgiveness to 
such as truly repent .” On the other hand, “ if we say 
that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 
is not in us ; if we confess our sin. He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness and wc arc even encouraged to 
pray for one another, for this beloved disciple assures us, 
“if any man sec his brother sin, a sin which is not unto 
death, he shall ask and he shall give him life for them that 
sin not unto death];” and in this we have incomparable 
comfort ; for we may be so situated that prayer will be 
the only assistance we can give to an erring brother ; 
and at all events we have reason to believe it may be 
the most likely to prove beneficial. It is a never-failing 
source to apply to, and the duty moreover of every 
Christian. “ Pray one for an other §,” “ saith the Apostle 
James, and we imitate our Holy Lord the most when we 
are thus engaged in supplication to God in behalf of a 
fallen brother. My dear , 1 trust the impor- 

tant subject of this article is made clear to you. I pray 
God that I may not have misled you in any way, nor 
have “ wre-sted scripture” to afford a meaning which it 
was not intended to convey. After understanding the 
import of the “ sin against the Holy Ghost,” as I have 
endeavoured to show it, I think you will find no difficulty 
in perceiving- the impossibility of renewing such apos- 

* 2 Cor. ii. 7, 8. t 1 John v. 16. 

f 1 Johni. 8, 9. § Jas. v. 16. 
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tates to repentance*, or in believing that “ it had been 
better for them not to have known the way of righte- 
ousness, than, after they have known it to turn from 
the holy commandment delivered unto themf,*’ ‘‘whose 
end is to be burned “ for there reihaineth no more 
sacrifice for sinj.” It is my earnest desire to lead you 
from the study of doctrines to the important practice of 
them, for " knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifi- 
eth§;” and it were better for you not to know, than in 
the day of retribution to be found wanting in humble 
obedience. How earnestly then do 1 entreat you to pray 
for the assistance of the Holy Spirit, that in word and 
in deed you may “ glorify God in your body and in 
your Spirit which are God’s to whom be all the praise 
that you are His servant and admitted to the privilege 
of joining in the assembly of His saints. 

Ever believe me, your sincere friend. 

Refer to Lev. iv. 1 — 8 ; Deut. xi. ; 1 Kings viii. 31, 
32 ; Isa. i. 


LETTER XVIII. 

My dear , 

We have now arrived at another of those points of 
doctrine which lias occasioned the greatest divisions and 
disputes among the several members of the Christian 
Church — the doctrine of Predestination. I will first 
transcribe the article and then proceed to give you my 
views upon it gathered from Scripture alone, and a desire 

to conceive such notions only of the Diety as will con- 

• 

* Hel). vi.4-8. t Ileb. x.2G. 

t 2 Peter it. 21. § 1 Cor. viii. 1. 

2 B 
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duce must evidently to H is glory. I consider this the 
duty of His servants in all things which are above their 
intellectual powers, and in which His word is not 
perfectly explicit, but seems to point to a variety of 
meanings. 


Article XVII. 

“ Of Predestination and Election ” 

Art. XVII . — “ Predestination to life is the everlasting 
purpose of God , whereby, (before the foundations of the 
world were laid J He hath constantly decreed by His 
counsel secret to us, to deliver from curse and damnation 
those whom He hath chosen in Christ out of mankind, and 
to bring them by Christ to everlasting salvation, as vessels 
made to honour, wherefore they which be indued with so 
excellent a benefit of God, be called, according to God's 
purpose, by His Spirit working in due season they through 
grace obey the calling ; they be justified freely ; they be 
made sons of God by adoption ; they be made like the image 
of His only -begotten son Jesus Christ ; they walk religiously 
in good works and at length by God's mercy, they attain to 
everlasting felicity. 

“As the godly consideration of Predestination and our 
election in Christ, is full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable 
comfort to godly persons and such as feel in themselves the 
working of the Spirit of Christ, mortifying the works of the 
flesh and their earthly members, and drawing up their mind 
to high and heavenly things, as well, because it doth greatly 
establish and confirm their faith of eternal salvation to be 
enjoyed through Christ, as because it doth fervently kindle 
their love towards God ; so for curious and carnal persons 
lacking the* ' Spirit of Christ, to have continually before their 
eyes the sentence of God's predestination, is a most danger - 
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ous downfall \ whereby the devil doth thrust them either into 
desperation or into w'etchlessness of most unclean living , no 
less perilous than desperation. 

‘ f Furthermore we must receive God's promises in such 
wise as they be generally set forth to us in holy scripture ; 
and in our doings that will of God is to be followed which 
we have expressly declared unto us in the word of God." 

You will perceive in this article that our Church has 
not absolutely declared herself in favour of either side 
of this question. She permits her children to judge for 
themselves ; whether they are inclined to believe that 
God has created the world solely for llis own glory 
without respect to its creatures, and thus formed the 
greater part of mankind on purpose for unavoidable and 
eternal misery, or that they are themselves accountable 
for their good or evil actions, whereby they may lose or 
attain everlasting happiness. That lie who knows all 
tilings, also knows, and ever did know from the foun- 
dation of the world, who would accept llis grace and be 
eventually saved, it is contrary to reason to disbelieve. 
Witness the prophecies and their exact l’uliilmcnt, al- 
though in the fulfilling of them, there was sin permitted. 
He did not cause men to sin, but He having given man 
freewill, cannot, that is, it would be contrary to His truth, 
to prevent their doing so, if they will. Undoubtedly He 
“ who hath saved us and called us with an holy calling/’ 
did it, “ not according to our works,” that is, not for 
our dcservings, for I have already proved to you that 
we cannot deserve any thing of God, but He has done 
so “ according to His own purpose and grace, w T hich 
w r as given us in Christ Jesus before the world began* 
but this docs not infer that because He has chosen of 
* 2 Tim. i. 9. 
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" IJis own free mercy to call us to salvation, that others 
are excluded. “ To all*^ is the offer rgade : none who will 
believe need be lost ; it depends entirely on their own 
freewill ; whether, “ God hath from the beginning chosen 
you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and 
belief of the truthf.” This predestination of God consists 
in His having forc-ordained or predetermined, what He 
will do with those who shall accept 11 is oilers of salva- 
tion through Christ, and also with those who shall reject 
them, but although this election must he “ through sanc- 
tification of the spirit unto obedience and sprinkling of 
the blood of Jesus Christ it does not preclude the 
necessity of our utmost circumspection in life and doer 
trine, for “ He hath chosen us in him, before the foun- 
dation of the world, that we should be holy and without 
blame before him in love. Having predestinated us 
unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to him- 
self, according to the good pleasure of His will§.” 
Christ speaks of “ the kingdom prepared for )ou from 
the foundation of the world||,” but nowhere separates 
the promise of it from obedience and good works. 
And St. Paul tells us, that “ whom lie did foreknow. 
He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image 
of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many 
brethren. Moreover whom He did predestinate, them 
He also called, and whom lie called, them lie also 
justified, and whom He justified, them lie also glori- 
fied**. ’* This follows of course in the divine covenant 
of grace, that to those who are willing to accept His 
Spirit freely offered to all, and who accordingly pray for 

• See Korn. viii. 32 ; 2 Pet. ; iii. 9 ; Heb. x. 10 ; Acts ii. 39. 

t 2,'fhe'S. ii. 13. || Matt. xxv. 34. 

% J Pet. i. 2. •• Iloin. viii. 29, 30. 

$ Epli, i. 4, 5. 
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more grace and strive as much as in them lies to obey 
His will, that He^vvill to each accord more and more, 
and so by necessary degrees they will be first, 44 called 
and then justified,* * and then follows that after death 
they will be 44 glorified.** We have plainly seen and it 
is so fully proved how 11 is grace “ is free,** and undeserv- 
ed on our part, that I need not repeat it here, nor 
further enlarge upon it. 44 If our Gospel be hid, it is 
hid to them that are lost ; in whom the God of this world 
hath blinded the minds of them which believe not* :’* 
44 For God so loved the world that He gave liis only 
begotten son, that whosoever belie veth in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting lifef ?” “ Who will 

have all men to be saved and to come unto the know- 
ledge of the truth}.** 44 In whom also wc have obtained 
an inheritance, being predestinated according to the 
purpose of him who worked all things after the 
counsel of his own will§,** nor are we to expound 
any part of scripture in a sense directly opposite 
to another. Our blessed Saviour offered and ear- 
nestly entreated all men to come unto Him, and forcibly 
denounced punishment on those who refused, yet He 
said, 44 that no man can come unto me; except it were 
given unto him of my Father|| :** is not this plain ? The 
power must be 44 given,** and it is given to all who will 
take it. It would seem the Apostle Paul was led to 
wonder at the presumption of sinful man, and in asto- 
nishment at God*s permitting so much evil to prevail 
was induced to burst forth into the humble exclamation, 
“ Nay but Oh man, who art thou that repliest against 
God ? Shall the thing formed say to him that formed 

* 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. § Eph. i. 11. 

t Johuiii. 10. (| John vu 65. 

: 1 Tim. ii, 4. 
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it. Why hast thou made me thus ? Hath not the potter 
power over the clay of the same lump^o make one vessel 
unto honour, and another unto dishonour? What 
if God, willing to shew His wrath and to make llis 
power known, endured with much long-suffering the 
vessels of wrath fitted to destruction ; and that he might 
make known the riches of llis glory on the vessels of 
mercy which lie had afore prepared unto glory*.” Yet 
observe he only speaks of the right God had to do so, 
not that He has made any on purpose for destruction, or 
without the possibility of being saved, if they will be, for 
God hath no pleasure in the death of the wiekedf. 
llis hatred of Esau from the womb and love of Jacobi, 
was it not caused bv his fore -knowledge of their several 
characters ? And the “ names” of the lost “ which were 
not written in the book of life from the foundation of the 
world§,” and " they which are written in the Lamb's book 
of life, ||” what is this but the pre-determination of 
God respecting the rewards and punishments of them 
who through their own freewill, should receive or reject 
salvation ? Let us then say, “ blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his 
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively 
hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that 
fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, who are 
kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time**.” Let us not 
deceive ourselves by imagining that the eternal God 
whose attribute is justice, as well as love, would ordain 
endless bliss or endless woe to fallen man without his 

* Rom. ix. 20-23, § Rev. xvii. 8. 

t Ezek. xviii. 23, it Llev. xxi. 27 ; also Phil. iv. 3. 

$ Roin.ix.il, ** 1 Pet. i, 3, 4, 5. 
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own freewill to choose between them : it is contrary to 
His express word, # and we must not explain one part of 
holy writ to the detriment of another. God cannot 
lie, therefore we may depend on His word that He will 
act the part He has promised, and to all who “ seek 
Him/' He will reveal Himself, and give everlasting life 

through Christ. I trust, my dear , this subject 

is .made clear to you aiid that you will never be led by 
the disputation of others to consider yourself predestined 
to be this or that : such a consideration does away with 
freewill, the necessity of which for the vindication of 
God’s justice, I have before endeavoured to prove to you. 
I am aware that those who hold with a different mean- 
ing to the doctrine of predestination and election, en- 
deavour to satisfy and cpiiet their consciences with respect 
to God’s justice, by saying that it is impossible for 
finite reason to comprehend His ways. True, we are 
not capable of understanding Him as He is ; but what 
notions we do form, though imperfect, must not be 
contradictory or unworthy. This idea leads me to think 
as I do on the subject before us. I hope I do not 
derogate from the majesty of God in thus using the 
reason He has endowed me with in judging of Him. 
The decision T have arrived at as regards this point has 
been the result of prayer, and study of the Scriptures, it 
was formed without the assistance of books, although it 
has been since confirmed by the arguments I have read 
and heard on both sides. 1 firmly believe it to be cor- 
rect, and for the glory of God thus to construe it. To 

that God I recommend you, my dear . I do 

not require you to give your assent to this, or any other 
point of which your reason is not fully convinced, but I 
do earnestly entreat you to make up your mind from the 
study of holy writ, “ Search the scriptures,” said our 
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blessed Lord ; what more can II is servants recommend, 
or what with greater confidence ? Pray for l he assistance 
of the Holy Spirit which He hath promised to all who 
ask for it*, " He will guide you into all t rut lit.” 
steadfastly on the words of our dear Redeemer, “ If any 
man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine 
whether it be of GodJ,” but remember that to receive 
the fulfilment of this promise you must desire, ijpd 
endeavour, to do His will. Let nothing on your part be 
wanting, and be confident that God on His part will 
perform His promise. May you be thus, “ filled with all 
joy and peace in believing.” 

1 am ever, 

Your sincere friend, 

Refer to Gen. xii. 1,3; Exod. iii. xix. 5 ; Deut. iv. 
ix. xxix. 29 ; Psal. ex. 3 ; Isa. xl. xliv. xlix. lv. 7; 
Jer. iv. Mic. vi. 8. 


LETTER XIX. 

My dear , 

I think you will find hut little difficulty in acceding 
to the next article proposed for vour examination ; we 
will therefore proceed immediately to it. 

Article XVIII. 

“ Of obtaining eternal Salvation onhj by the name of 
Christ** 

Art . XV111. — “ They also are to be had accursed that 
presume tc say , that every man shall be saved by the law or 
9 Luke xi. 13. f John xvi. 13. } John vii. 17. 
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sect which he prof essctk, so that he be diligent to frame his 
life according to that law and the light of nature. For 
Holy Scripture doth set out unto us only the name of 
Jesus Christy whereby men must be saved” 

The only difficulty lies concerning those to whom 
Christ has not been revealed : for I should imagine, 
tl^re cannot remain a doubt after all that has been 
advanced, that to those unto whom He has been made 
known, there can be no hope held out of eternal life if 
they reject Him. Holy Scripture confirms this. Jesus 
said, " I am the way, the truth and the life : no man 
comcth unto the Father but by me*.” “ Neither is there 
salvation in any other” said Peter, “ for there is none 
other nama under Heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved. f” St. John bears witness to the 
same, when he saith, “ lie that hath the Son hath life, 
and he that hath not the Son of God hath not lifef” and 
indeed the whole of Scripture is but one argument on 
this point. Its reasonableness I hope you see, and need 
not that it should here be more enlarged on. It is the 
great point which I have all along endeavoured to arrive 
at in our consideration of the article on original sin. 
Freewill, justification, good-works, and predestination 
each of these subjects has necessarily borne closely upon 
the main point of Christianity, and I trust you have not 
studied so far without perceiving it ; but it still remains 
to notice the state of the rest of mankind who have not 
the benefits of the light of the Gospel. Millions of our 
fellow-creatures live and die without so much as hearing 
that there is a Saviour or a Holy Ghost. Of such God 
cannot require what He does of those to whom this 
blessed revelation has been made, and yet these may be, 
* John xiv. 6. t Acts iv. 1*2. 
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and are saved through Christ, as many of them as live 
according to the light vouchsafed them. Jt does not 
follow that they must have a knowledge of the way by 
which they are saved, St. Paul speaking of the Gentiles, 
the heathens, says, “ There is no respect of persons with 
God ; for as many as have sinned without law, shall 
also perish without law ; and as many as have sinned in 
the law shall be judged by the law. For when ^e 
Gentiles which have not the law, do by nature the things 
contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a 
law unto themselves ; which shew the work of the law 
written in their hearts, their conscience also bearing 
witness and their thoughts the meanwhile accusing or else 
excusing one another* ;” and this gives us every reason 
to believe that those nations unto whom God has not 
seen fit to reveal His law will be saved according to their 
works, and yet through Christ — for His sake — and in 
consideration of His merits. It is those who reject Him 
who will be “cast out,” and only those ; and although 
this manner of viewing the subject gives all possible 
comfort to the benevolent heart, yet it opens no hope 
for those who have the offers of the Gospel, and who 
shall neglect or despise them, on the contrary it should 
lead them, being thus blessed with light, to a more 
earnest seeking after the truth as it is, in that Jesus 
through whom alone even the heathens can be accepted. 
He also is thus magnified by being mysteriously “ the 
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also 
for the sins of the whole world*.” We must not hide 
our face from the truth, and the whole truth. “ Christ 
died” also for all those who cannot believe in Him, because 
they have not heard of Him and yet have done their duty 
to the best of their power ; His death is rendered bene- 
* l John v. 12. 
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ficial to such through God's mercy which looks on Christ's 
sufferings as their atonement ; but those who hearing of 
Him refuse to believe are doomed to perish everlastingly. 
This denunciation, however awful and painful to reflect 
upon, is unquestionably declared in Scripture, and we are 
V accursed” if we say that there is salvation in any other 
name but that of Christ. It is nevertheless the duty of 
a Christian community, although they may thus hope for 
the acceptance of the heathen, to labour diligently to 
send forth ministers and teachers of the gospel to such ; 
for although St. Paul considered them in tins light safe, 
yet he did not relax in his strenuous exertions to instruct 
them. It is not sufficient to believe them just within 
the possibility of salvation, neither is it a time to be idle ; 
it proves but a very lukewarm spirit of Christian charity 
to be thus satisfied : in whatever way we can advance the 
glory of God it is our duty and our highest prhilege to 
do so. 

With this article we end that portion which treats 
more particularly of our individual duties. The rest con- 
cern us as members of the visible Church on earth and 
ought accordingly to he duly considered. Adieu, my 

dear , for the present, and believe me ever, 

Your faithful and attached friend, 


Refer to Dent, xviii. 15 — 19; Isa. xliii. 11 ; xlv. 21. 


LETTER XX. 


My dear , 

Wk now come to consider those articles which relate 
to the Church of Chrjst, as a community or body of 
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men, and to determine in wliat a Church consists, with 
also its authority. 


Article XIX. 

“ Of the Church ” 

Art . XIX . — “ The visible Church of Christ is a congre- 
gation of faithful men in the which the pure word of God is 
preached , and the sacraments be duly administered accord- 
ing to Christ's ordinance in all those things that of necessity 
are requisite to the same. As the Church of Jerusalem, 
Alexandria , and Antioch have erred ; so also the Church of 
Rome hath erred, not only in their living and manner of 
ceremonies , but. also in matters of faith .” 

That this was the idea of the Apostles and first 
Christians respecting what formed a Church is evident 
if we observe the manner in which they speak of it. For 
instance, St. Paul addresses himself “ unto the Church of 
God which is at Corinth, to them that are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every 
place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both 
theirs and ours*.” lie also says, Jesus “ is the head of 
the body, the Church).” He speaks of “ the Church” 
when lie means to designate a party of faithful believers*. 
It seems therefore very easy and clear to see what the 
term “ Church” signifies, and we know that if it is a 
community of faithful Christians, they will be particu- 
larly careful that the pure word of God be preached in 
it and that the sacraments ordained of Christ shall be 
duly administered. This is self-evident, and 1 think it is 

* 1 Cor. i. 2. f Col. i. 18 ; sec <lUo Kph. v. 23. 

X ltom. xvi. 5 ; aho Col. iv. 15 ; Phil. iv. 15 ; 2 Tlies. i. I ; and 
many other passages. 
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also as plain and easy to believe, that in sucli a commu- 
nity, formed of man, evil and weak by nature, there is 
not only a possibility, but a very great probability, and 
even certainty, that a church may err. Doubtless God 
can and does always preserve to Himself a pure church ; 
but it has been His will at times to allow those " wit- 
nesses” to be few, and small in power. He has permit- 
ted His true Church to be persecuted, in order to purify 
and cleanse it from the unavoidable corruption, which it 
must contract by being, to a certain degree, at least, in 
the hands of frail and sinful men. As God acts towards 
individuals, in the same manner He acts towards His 
Church ; as He afflicts and tries them for their future 
good, by private sorrows and afflict ions, so docs He see 
fit at times and seasons to afflict and try His Church, by 
public grievances, difficulties and wrongs ; and this con- 
sideration alone, would be a powerful assurance of the 
fallibility of any body of men, whether we call it a church, 
or a council. That the Church of Rome has indeed 
greatly erred, in practice and doctrine, any one, who 
knows the least of its History, and its tenets, will easily 
admit. At the time of the Reformation, the few “ wit- 
nesses” who saw its errors, were enabled through God’s 
assistance, to establish a purified Church in these realms. 
Then was the great purifying of the body of Christianity ; 
then was it cleansed from the filthiness of superstition 
and error, and once more fixed on a firm basis under 
the title of the Protestant faith, and in this is a strong 
answer to all who ask us, “ Where was our Church 
before the Reformation ?” It is a mistaken notion that 
our’s is a newly sprung-up faith ; it is not so, but is 
descended from the Apostles, in common with the 
Church of Rome ; in fact, it is incorporated in "that body. 
We are all Catholics, but we have protested against the 
i ‘2 
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errors of that community, and thence call ourselves Pro- 
testants. Our’s is a puritied Church, having “ come 
out of great tribulation that it is not infallible we 
must allow ; it may again fall into error, and again he 
purified and tried. God knows best what is good for 
His Church. He knows best how to preserve it until 
His coming; let us, therefore, trust to Him, and never 
concede to any thing 1 which the Bible points out as 
contrary to His will, either in our Church, or our 
practice. Yet, although it is not infallible, we have 
great cause for thankfulness, when we consider how 
much has been done through the grace of God to free 
it from error. It does, not shut up the word of God 
from its members, as does the Church of Rome. On the 
contrary, it sanctions, nay invites and requires, its exami- 
nation, before one of its baptized children becomes a 
member of it, by confirmation ; it desires no blind 
leading, but lays its tenets and the Uiblc on which 
they are built, open for the conviction of each of its 
professors. This is a good sign. We always consi- 
der openness a true mark of sincerity in all worldly 
dealings : shall we not likewise judge it to be so in 
spiritual matters ? Let me then entreat you to obey 
the injunctions of this holy Church, of which we may 
justly hope and believe, “ Christ is the head take no- 
thing on hearsay ; search for yourself. Remember the 
Romans were said to be “ more noble than those in 
Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all 
readiness of mind and searched the Scriptures daily 
whether those things were so ;** and it is added, “ there- 
fore many of them believed*,” for this is an appointed 
means of salvation ; and we must expect a blessing only 


* Acts xvii. 11, 12. 
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in the use of such as Christ has appointed. May He 
guide your spirit into a right belief of all these things. 

I am ever, 

Your faithful friend, 


LETTER XXI. 

Wk are still, mv dear , upon tlie subject of 

the Church as a body, but considered more as to its pas- 
tors in this than in the former article. That a body of 
men, in order to remain a united community must have 
certain heads or masters to keep it together, as well as 
to superintend certain forms, without which it must fall 
into endless and continual divisions, is very clear to 
every thinking mind, but it becomes necessary to deter- 
mine how far their authority shall c.vtcnd and what 
shall be placed under their power : this is the subject of 
the following article. 


Article XX. 

“ Of the authority of the Church 
Art. XX . — “ The Church hath power to decree Rites or 
Ceremonies , and authority in controversies of Faith; and yet 
it is not lawful for Ike Church to ordain any thing that is 
contrary to God’s Word written , neither may it so expound 
one place of Scripture, that if he repugnant to another. 
Wherefore although the Church he a witness and a keeper 
of holy Writ , yet as it ought not to decree any thing against 
the same , so besides the same ought it not to enforce any- 
thing to be believed for necessity of Salvation ” 

By this article our Church is effectual!/ guarded 
against all abuse arising from individual interests in its 
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pastors or ministers, for every one of its members iia& 
his Bible and need conform to nothing which is not 
therein stated, or can by that word be proved to be in 
opposition to it in any way. This constitutes a strong 
security ; and for rites or ceremonies, seeing thus that 
they dare not be made against the word of God written, 
we allow that it is wisest and best for the safety of our 
Church that its heads should regulate and fix certain 
forms in order to the keeping it together ; we find the 
Apostles did so, and suited their ceremonies and 
outward forms to the different habits of the countries in 
which they made converts and formed Churches ; to the 
intent that “ all things” should “ be done decently and 
in order*.” “ For this cause” writes St. Paul to Titus, 
“ left thee I in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the 
things that are wanting, and ordain ciders in every city, 
as 1 had appointed thcef. We find also that he said 
to Timothy, “ charge some that they teach no other 
doctrine, neither give heed to fables and endless genea- 
logies which minister questions, rather than godly edi- 
fying which is in faith}.” Wc have the example of all 
the Apostles in the dispute about the Mosaic laws, that 
they and the “ elders came together for to consider of 
this matter^ and although they thus considered their 
decision to be correct, and required the acquiescence of 
the several members of the Church in it, yet they affirm 
“ though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other Gospel unto you than that which we have preach- 
ed unto you, let him he accursed'].” 

It is a salutary requisition of our Church, that its 
head or pastors should have a greater authority than 


* 'l Cor. xiv. 40, 
t Tit. i. 5. 

$ 1 Tim. i. 3, 4. 


§ Acts xv. 6 . 
|| Gal. i.8. 
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its other members even in controversies of faith. 
They are a body of men to whom is consigned the 
keeping of God’s word ; they do (or ought to) make 
it their constant study ; and consequently ought to be 
better judges in such matters than the rest of the 
Church, or the laity ; it is therefore most correct that 
they, as a body, should not only be listened to with 
attention, but to a great degree, depended on. It is a 
means just and reasonable ; and if more closely kept up 
by their good example and strict conformity to the word, 
in their characters as ministers, would be productive of 
the utmost benefit to the Church, and effectually keep us 
all more united as a body. The Church of Christ in- 
cludes all Ilis believers, although unhappily divided on 
earth by little unworthy differences in forms and habits. 
The true badge of the Church is Christianity, and all arc 
included in it, who agree in the fundamental doctrines as 
set forth in the Bible. It is devoutly aud earnestly to 
be wished that there did not exist the divisions which 
there arc among us ; but partly we must attribute them 
to the lamentable luke-warnmess of our established clergy 
m many instances, and partly to the different disposi- 
tions and frailties of mankind in general. It is per- 
haps an irremediable evil, but an evil it certainly is, 
in that it sows the seeds of discord among the inha- 
bitants of the earth, who as each equally concerned 
in the salvation of their souls, and equally included under 
the curse of sin, should be as brethren, seeing they have 
but one common interest, “one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism such “ unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace*,” is what w T e must not expect to be perfected here ; 
it will be so in heaven, when there will.be perfect 
knowledge and “ perfect love.” Unto this happy state 
9 tiph. iv. 3, 5. 
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we should earnestly pray God to bring us, through the 
power of the Iloly Spirit for the merits of His Son. 

My dear , that we may meet in that blessed 

kingdom is the fervent wish of, 

Your faithful friend, 


Refer to Deut. xii. 32 ; Esth. ix. 27, 28. 


LETTER XXII. 

My DEAR , 

Having considered the nature of a Church and its 
authority, it next becomes us to determine how far the 
power of general councils extends. The abuse of this 
power was one great cause of Protest ant Reformation. 
The see of Rome Inning pretended to an infallibility in 
its decrees by council, and not scrupling to make new 
laws, and new doctrines, in which it required implicit 
belief in order to salvation ; whereas we will not allow 
any thing but what can be proved from Scripture, to be 
necessary. I will however transcribe the article at once 
and endeavour to point out its reasonableness. 

Article XXI. 

“ Of the Authority of General Councils*' 

Art. XXL — “ General Councils may not he gathered 
together without the commandment and will of Princes , and 
when they he gathered together (forasmuch as they be 
an assembly of men , whereof all he not governed with the 
Spirit and Word of God) they may err and sometimes have 
erred even in things pertaining unto God . Wherefore things 
ordained by them as necessary to salvation have neither 
strength nor authority , unless it may he declared that they 
be taken out of Holy Scripture ” 
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Now the reasonableness of this dec-roe that these 
councils shall not be called without the commandment 
and will of Princes is very evident if we for a moment 
consider the great evil that would undoubtedly arise if 
it were not so : the evil in nations and to nations 
as perhaps causing dissensions and variances, wars and 
tumults. If a country is governed by a supreme power 
in the person of a King or jumper or, it is most requisite 
for the peace of that nation or empire, that there be 
nothing of consequence transacted, or even entered into 
without the knowledge and sanction of that person. We 
find our duty under such circumstances pointed out in 
scripture : “ Let every soul lie subject unto the higher 
powers* and “ submit yourselves to every ordinance 
of man for the Lord's sake : whether it be to the King 
as supreme; or unto Governors, as unto them that are 
sent by him for the punishment of evil-doers and the 
praise of them that do well ; for so is the will of God> 
that with well-doing ye may put to silence the iguo- 
rance of foolish men : as free and not using your liber- 
ty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of 
God. Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear 
God. Honour the king| .” Here we find our duty 
clearly pointed out to us as regards the will of 
Princes. 

The second part of the article scarcely needs a com- 
ment, for I think the natural sinfulness of man has been 
so fully proved in former parts of these articles that 
you will not for an instant dissent from the probability 
of councils, composed of frail men, being liable to err. 
That they have done so to a dreadful excess it is only 
necessary to know that they have even on the same 
subjects made the most contrary decisions ,• and their 
* Horn, xiii, 1. t 1 Pci. ii. 13—17, 



PAM I LI. iK LETTERS, ETC. 


92 

has need to fear dealli, for Christ lias suffered and atoned 
for all liis sins ; and there remains only the fruition of 
glory to be inherited by tlTe ransomed. .Besides this the 
doctrine of Purgatory bears on its face the strongest 
marks of absurdity and contradiction, for do we not con- 
stantly affirm that it is not, it cannot be, in the power of 
any frail being to deserve grace or reward ? if wc could 
expiate our offences by suffering or by any other way, it 
is evident reward would be our due, and we might Claim 
it as our right. We have no right to any thing ; it is 
God’s free gift, and though there arc necessary con- 
ditions for our obtaining eternal life in order to demon- 
strate His justice, vet after all it is for the sake of ano- 
ther, and that other Christ, and not for ourselves that wc 
arc saved at all. I trust these considerations with what 
has been advanced on other occasions, will he a full re- 
futation to your mind of the pernicious doctrine of Pur- 
gatory, and now we come to the next subject mentioned 
in our Article, that of pardons granted by the Pope or the 
clergy to themselves or others. “ Who can forgive sins 
but God only* ?” and indeed the whole tenor of Scrip- 
ture bears us out, in denying the power of forgiving sins, 
to any but God. Peter speaks of God’s exalting Christ 
to give to Israel forgiveness of sinsj*. Paul preaches 
the same through Christ];, and informs the Ephesians 
and Colossians of it also, when writing to them§. It is 
the constant theme of the Apostles, and if a power 
granted to man in general, how is it made of such impor- 
tance and spoken of as such a mercy in the Gospel ? 
The mischief this false doctrine has done in the Romish 
Church is incalculable. Many are the poor deluded 
souls who greedily drink in the pardon or absolution of 

* Mark ii. 7. t Arts xvii. 31 ; xvvi. 18, 

t Acts x. 30—43. § Eph. i. H ; Col. i. 14. 
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their Priest and so think to have escaped from God’s 
anger for the most atrocious crimes. If a man could 
pay well, he could be pardoned, and thus might Peter 
justly sav to that corrupted Church, “ But there were 
false prophets also among the people even as there shall 
be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in 
damnable heresies even denying the Lord that bought 
them*.” The exceeding sinfulness of such proceedings 
is perfectly apparent, although this practice may not have 
originated in sin. The expediency of acknowledging 
our sins to each other for the purpose of gaining the 
prayers and advice of Christian friends or pastors, must 
be evident to every reflecting mind, in that it also sets a 
bar upon our wicked actions from the fear of shame, and 
naturally makes us more circumspect. Any thing which 
wc find a means of assistance in the difficult path of 
righteousness is not only expedient but becomes a duty, 
and if this practice is found effectual, it is our duty to 
perform it, according to the direction of St. James. 
“ Confess your faults one to another and pray one for 
anotherf for we are naturally more careful to avoid 
doing what may be detected and blamed by our fellow 
men. I grant this isau unworthy motive to be actuated 
by, when the fear of God alone ought to be the sufficient 
and even the most powerful incentive, but such is our 
natural weakness — and every candid person is compelled 
to admit it. The doctrine of pardons has most probably 
been an abuse which has crept in, and originated from 
confession. The ministers appointed to receive the confes- 
sions of the people have taken on themselves to grant 
them pardon or absolution, and by exacting payment for 
such benefits have continued to deceive the people and 
enrich themselves, and by degrees this has become a con- 

• 2 Pet. ii. 1 5 1 Pet. i. 18. t Jas. v. 1 C. 

K 
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siderable part of the revenue of their Church ; added to 
which is the money they obtain for indulgences or supe- 
rerogatory works of those whom they denominate Saints. 
Thus one sin leads to another, and 1 ask you, my dear 

, can you hesitate for a moment in bearing 

witness to the unworthiness of a Church which not only 
corrupts the pure Word of God, but also adds, upon its 
own authority, and for worldly motives, doctrines, in 
direct opposition to holy Writ. Alas 1 it is a melancholy 
fact, that so many poor souls are thus deceived, and we 
can only pray to God that lie will vouchsafe to enlighten 
them by allowing them the power of reading His pre- 
cious Gospel which at present is kept from them. When 
that happy consummation is achieved wo may hope to 
see the errors of the Popish Church recanted, and not 
till then. But we must now turn to another of their 
gross idolatries. I mean the worshipping and adoration 
of images and reliques with also the invocation of saints. 
These two points may I think be considered together, as 
they bear an almost inseparable union; and first, let us 
notice what God Himself has declared regarding them, 
by the mouth of llis servants, and especially by Ilis 
Son. “ Jesus saith unto” the devil in His temptation on 
the Mount, when he desired the herd and Creator of all 
both in Heaven and in earth, (consequently his Creator 
and Lord, to fall down and worship him, promising to 
give Him all the kingdoms of the world (already Ilis) if 
lie would do so, “ Get thee hence, Satan ; for it is written 
thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only 
shalt thou serve*.” St. Paul earnestly entreats the 
Colossians, saving, “ Let no man beguile you of your 
reward ip a voluntary humility and worshipping of 
angels, intruding into those things which he hath not: 

* iv . in. 
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seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, and not hold- 
ing the head from which all the body by joints and 
bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together, 
incrcaseth with the increase of God*.” It may be inferred 
that the kind of errors he warns them from in this advice 
were similar to those of Purgatory, Pardons, and Worship 
of Saints, which wc are now guarded against. Thus tar 
the similitude is perfect : the errors of the Church of 
Rome and those of which the Church of Colosse were 
warned consisted of trusting in legal observances or such 
as arc not authorized by Scripture. In St. Peter’s 
reply to the reverence paid him by Cornelius, who “ fell 
down at his feet and worshipped him,” we learn that 
such undue veneration was not received even by the in- 
spired Apostles ; for St. Peter said, “ Stand up, I myself 
also am a manf.” They refused such homage who had 
been the chosen companions of the blessed Saviour, and 
were entrusted bv Him with power to work miracles for 
the furtherance of Ilis Gospel ; and shall weak uninspired 
men pretend to such reverence ? still less the images of 
such ? things of wood and stone, alike incapable of hear- 
ing or answering ? or the bones or garments of the 
departed ? though ever so true servants of God, can they 
aid us ? I know it is objected by many members of the 
Romish Church, “ Wc do not adore the images or 
reliques ; wc merely use them as a means of bring- 
ing to mind the object of our adoration, God, or the 
virtues and inestimable qualities of the saints.” But 
can forbidden acts be acceptable means, or can persons 
using such, expect or hope for them to he blessed to 
any good end ? The reverse of this we acknowledge 
not only as an evident consequence, hut wc daily observe 
it, for the ignorant are imposed upon and deceived by 
* Col. ii. 18, 19, f* Acts x. ‘25, 26. 
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such objects, and hence arises the belief in the power of 
the Virgin over her Son, and the benefits supposed to he 
derived from invoking the saints ; notions every way 
repugnant to the Word of God and even to common 
sense. We read “ there is one God and one mediator 
between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus*,” and 
that “ He is able also to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by Him | What more can he done 
for us, or wc desire ? The worshipping of angels is again 
forcibly forbidden in the Revelation of St. John with 
whom the Angel conversed when describing the wonders 
of his vision. He tells us, “ I fell at his feet to worship 
him and he said unto me, See thou do it not : 1 am thy 
fellow-servant and of thy brethren that have the testimony 
of Jesus : worship God, for the testimony of Jesus is the 
spirit of prophecy Here wc find that this blessed 
Angel and Saint in Heaven renounced the worship of 
mortal man, and though we arc commanded to pray for 
each other on eartli as heirs of the same promise, and 
interested in one common hope, yet wc have no authority 
from Scripture for a belief that the prayers of the 
departed will be heard for their brethren yet militant 
in this probationary world : indeed such intercession is 
unnecessary, because we have Christ as our Mediator 
who knows what is be«t for us and with whom prayer 
is always effectual. It is our part to make our wants 
known unto Him and to a.-k His influence with the 
Father who only has a right to obtain all lie asks, in 
that He has paid the price, even with His own blood, and 
thus merited our salvation. The very doctrines of Popery 
themselves carry with them a contradiction, for they teach 
first that we are to pray for the departed to obtain their 
release from Purgatory, and then wc arc to pray to them 
* 1 Tiin. ii. o. t Hub, vu. 25. t Ucv. xix. 10. 
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to gain their influence with God to give us what we 
may wish. All this is entirely done away in the media- 
tion of our Lord, who “ ever liveth to make interces- 
sion. ’’ Let us therefore believe and own nothing which 
can derogate from 1 1 is blessed majesty and power, but 
earnestly endeavour to " keep” ourselves “ from idols*.” 

There is not much fear that you, my dear , who 

have been educated in the Church of England, and are 
allowed and enjoined to study your Hible for yourself in all 
points of doctrine, should fall into these pernicious errors, 
but it is possible you may hear the subjects argued, and 
it is best you should have a scriptural knowledge of their 
fallacy and sin, lest you may be induced to doubt the 
propriety of our Church in so steadfastly rejecting fel- 
lowship with such a body. You will also be more firmly 
grafted in the true and Apostolic Church, and you will 
be less likely to consider that Protestants act uncharita- 
bly towards Roman Catholics as many do who have not 
seriously examined the Romish tenets with Scripture, 
whose danger both as regards a spiritual and temporal 
interest must then clearly appear. When we consider 
that they scruple not to “ do evil that good may come,” 
of whom St. Paul says, their “ damnation is just|\” have 
we not cause to fear their proceedings ? They consider 
that to bring converts to their Church is the “ good” 
which will authorize every species of wickedness or deceit ; 
and may we not therefore justly suspect their dealings ? 
We are acquainted with the persecutions and mischief 
they have in former times brought upon that Church 
whose leading feature being “ peace and good-will” 
has been the more easy prey for them to harass and 
perplex; it is our duty consequently, as much as possible 
to keep ourselves secure from such enemies, but at the 
* I John v. 21. t lvom. iii. 8. 
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same time we must not forget that our God in whom 
we trust, and unto whom wc are commanded to “ come 
boldly” “ and find grace to help in time of need*,” can and 
will preserve His true Church to the end, and will sanc- 
tify every affliction to its purification and advantage : if 
therefore we should again be tried by persecution or 
trouble of any kind, we must look to Him with confi- 
dence and know assuredly that as nothing can happen 
but what He pleases to permit, so if such take place it 
will be undoubtedly that 11c may more and more “ purify 
unto Himself a peculiar people)';” and it behoves us 
each to examine himself whether he may not be, by his 
sins and negligences, adding to that weight of transgres- 
sion which maybe crying for vengeance and bringing on 
this fiery ordeal. We arc not ignorant of Cod’s dealings 
with the Jews, who were before “his pcopl how he 
punished their Church and nation for their miis, and how 
He was pleased to remove 1 1 is correcting hand when 
they turned to Ilim, and repented In such times es- 
pecially as the present i' well behoves us to “ turn and 
repent,” and to see whether Cod will turn from us the 
evils which we have deserved, and which on all sides 
appear to threaten us. He is merciful, but our sins are 
great ; and if lie is to preserve a pure Church, He must 
use means to purge it from all its filthiness : hike- warm - 
ness and negligence are as fearful as enthusiasm and 
fanaticism, all leading to unworthy and unreasonable 
ideas of God. Many things there are in our beautiful 
and holy religion which rise above our finite understand- 
ing, but nothing contrary to the reason which God has 
bestowed on us, which ought not to be silenced and slight- 
ed, but to be used both as regards Him and Ilis revealed 
will. Let it therefore be our guide in accordance with 
* Iieb. iv. 16. + Tit. ii. 14. 
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the assisting power of the Holy Spirit, which all who 
pray for and do His will to the utmost, may positively 
have vouchsafed them, and let us neither fall into super- 
stitious warmth nor negligent coldness and indifference. 

May God enable you, my dear , to “ take unto 

you the whole armour of God that ye may be able to 
with stand in the evil day, and having done all to stand*/' 
“ Peace” then will be with you, “ and love with faith 
from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christf .” 

And believe me ever affectionately. 

And anxiously your friend. 

Refer to Exod. xx. 4, 5 ; Lev. xxvi. 1 ; Deut. iv. 12, 
in, Hi, xvi. 22; xvii. 15; Psalms xlix. 7; lxv. 2; 
Isa. \1. 17 — 27 ; xliv. 9 — 21; Jer. x. 1 — 16; Dan. 
ix 9 . llub. ii. IS, 19, 20. 


LETTER XXIV. 

My dear , 

In order to the due regulation and preservation of our 
Church, we next find an article deciding the manner of 
electing or choosing those who shall have the office of 
ministering in it. it becomes necessary that this point 
should be determined in order to preserve that unity 
and regularity without which no body of men would long 
continue. Certain rules and laws are requisite for the 
forming any community, and after those are determined 
it is as necessary to have a fixed mode of electing heads 
or masters to enforce them, as well as for the teaching and 
^instructing the ignorant, for which purpose i{ is a part of 
* Epk. vi. 13. t Eph. vi, 23. 
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the duty of the Church to provide lit and proper persons. 
The question is, whom arc wc to consider properly elect- 
ed, which is the subject of the following article. 

Article XXIII. 

" Of Ministering in the Congregation .” 

Art . XXIII . — “ It is not lawful for any man to take 
upon him the office of public preaching , or ministering the 
sacraments in the congregation before he be lawfully called 
and sent to execute the same. And those we ought to judge 
lawfully called and sent which be chosen and called to this 
work by men who have public authority given unto them in 
the congregation to call and send ministers into the Lord's 
vineyard .” 

The provision made in this article for the lawful 
appointment of ministers, by those publicly authorized 
to do so, is an inexpressible advantage to our Church. 
It is thereby intended, for them to be men of learning 
and high character, fit and proper to have the care of 
immortal souls, and well instructed in the way of life ; 
which it is their duty to teach and enforce among their 
congregations. And it has ever been the custom even 
from the times of the Apostles, for the heads of the 
Church to ordain others to this office ; as we read in St. 
Paul’s Epistle to his “ son Titus.” “ For this cause,” 
says he, “ left I thee in Crete that thou shouldest set 
in order the things that arc wanting, and ordain elders 
in every city as I had appointed thee*.” Our blessed 
Lord said, “ As my father hath sent me, even so send 
I youf.” It was also the practice of the earliest disci- 
ples, who “ ordained them in every Churchj; ;” and St. 
* 'lit. i. 5. f John xx. 21. $ Acts xiv. 23. 
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Paul earnestly entreats Timothy, “ neglect not the gift 
which was given thee by prophecy with the laying on 
of the hands of the presbytery*.” He also desires him, 
“ And the things that thou hast heard of me among 
many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men 
who shall be able to teach others alsof for he says of 
the authority of such duly elected ministers, “ Now then 
we are ambassadors for Christ as though God did beseech 
you by usj.” Surely the forgoing texts from Scriptures 
are a sufficient argument against any man’s presuming to 
undertake so responsible a part in the Lord’s vineyard 
in an irregular way ; that is, without being called to it 
by God. “No man takctli this honour unto himself, 
but he that is called of God as was Aaron§.” In the 
Old dispensation the order of priesthood was limited to 
a peculiar family of a particular tribe, and the strictest 
laws were enforced as to age, capability, &c. &c. ; and 
are we to allow every idle or enthusiastic fanatic to 
minister in our pure and holy Church ? God forbid ! We 
desire that ours should, “ in all things,” approve them- 
selves, “ as the ministers of God**,” ” reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with all long-suffering and doctrinef L” showing 
themselves to be workmen “ that need not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truths.” And as St. Paul 
further instructs Timothy, “the servant of the Lord must 
not strive hut be gentle unto all men ; apt to teach, patient; 
in meekness instructing those that oppose themselves, if 
God peradventurc will give them repentance to the 
acknowledging of the truth, and that they may recover 
themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken 
captive by him at his will§§.” And when we arc blessed 

* 1 Tim. iv. 14. ** 2 Cor. vi. 4. 

f 2 Tim. ii. 2. ft 2 Tim. iv. 2.' 

1 2 Cor. v. 20. 2 Tim. ii. 15. 

£ I k b. v. 4. 2 Tim. ii. 2 4, 25, 2G. 
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with having* such pastors in our church, it is our duty 
to reverence them and to learn of them ; to listen 
patiently and thankfully to their advice and admonition, 
and to be grateful to God who thus speaks by them. 
Unhappily, (as it must unavoidably occur in every com- 
munity composed of sinful mortals,) there exist in this 
body, (which ought to be so pure and for which so many 
precautions are taken,) some, who are not wholly worthy 

of their high calling. Let us then, my dear , 

unite our prayer with that of all Christians, that God 
may see lit to purge such from amongst his people, and 
more and more to sanctify those who are now faithfully 
engagedin the work of the ministry “that the word 
of the Lord may have free course and be glorified*/* 
Relieve me. Your faithful friend. 


Refer to Exod. xxviii. 1 ; Exod. xxix. ; Lev. viii. ; 
Num. iii. ; Num. xviii. ; 1 Kings xii. 31 ; Jer. xxiii. 21. 


LETTER XXV. 

Again, my dear , we touch upon a sub- 

ject which has close connection with the discipline and 
well-being of our church. It is the rule in the Romish 
church, to pray in the Latin tongue ; which to most of 
the congregation is not intelligible ; this custom we de- 
precate as being useless and replete with mischief, 
having the tendency to turn the worship of God into a 
vain pageant and empty show ; we have therefore pro- 
vided against such proceedings in 

* 2 Thess. iii. 1. 
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Article XXIV. 

44 Of speaking in the congregation in such a tongue as the 
people under standeth” 

Art . XXIV . — “ It is a thing plainly repugnant to the 
Word of God and the custom of the Primitive Church to 
have public Prayer in the Churchy or to minister the Sacra- 
ments in a tongue not understandcd of the people ." 

Let us first consult scripture on this point. Our 
Blessed Saviour said, “ Cod is a Spirit : and they that 
worship Him must worship Ilim in spirit and in truth*/' 
Now this indicates that it can be of no consequence to 
God in wliat language He is addressed, provided it be 
“ in spirit and in truth:" and it is contrary to all common 
sense to suppose a person can thus worship Him when 
he does so in a form of speech wholly unintelligible to 
himself, and which most probably appears to him without 
sense and a ridiculous jargon, as we well know every 
foreign tongue docs to those unacquainted with it. Be- 
sides, for what benefit was the gift of tongues if it was not 
to enable the Apostles and first teachers of the gospel to 
instruct each nation in its own peculiar dialect, that so 
all might be done to edifying ? Let us notice what St. 
Paul says regarding this part of the ministry : “I would 
that ye all spake with tongues, hut rather that ye pro- 
phesied : for greater is he that prophesieth than he that 
speaketh with tongues except lie interpret, that the 
church may receive edifying." 44 So likewise yc, except 
ye utter by the tongue words easy to be understood how 
shall it be known what is spoken ; for ye shall speak into 
the air." 44 If I know not the meaning of the voice I 
shall be unto him that speaketli a barbarian, thid he that 
* John iv. 24. 
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spcaketh shall be a barbarian unto me/’ "If I prav in 
an unknown tongue my spirit prayetli, but my under- 
standing is unfruitful : what is it then ? I will pray with 
the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also ; 
I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing w T ith the 
understanding also. Else when thou shalt bless with 
the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the place of 
the unlearned say amen at the giving of thanks, seeing 
he understandeth not what thou sayest ? For thou 
verily givest thanks well, but the other is not edified ; 
I thank my God I speak with tongues more than ye 
all ; yet in the church 1 had rather speak five words 
with my understanding that by iny voice I might teach 
others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown 
tongue.” " If therefore the whole church be come toge- 
ther into one place and all speak with tongues, and there 
come in those that are unlearned or unbelievers, will 
they not say that ye are mad ?” “ Let all things be done 
unto edifying*.” These directions are especially copious 
for the regulation of ministering in the congregation in a 
tongue understood by the hearers ; the reverse produces 
confusion and misconception, and we find it never to have 
been the habit of the primitive church, neither of the 
Jewish, for it adapted its language to the usage of the 
people; when the Jews were in captivity, though the 
Hebrew was not entirely lost, yet as they used the Chaldee 
more commonly, so they had a paraphrase made into it ; 
when the Syriac became more familiar, they used their 
prayers in that tongue ; and when Greek became most 
used, they also read their law and prayed in Greek : and 
we may from the consideration of all these circumstances 
infer, that should any particular form of language be- 
come obsolete, even in our litany and form of prayer, so 
• 1 Cor. xiv. 5, 9, 11, J4.-19, 23, 2G. 
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as to render it difficult to be understood by the people , 
it would be lawful to alter such ; provided the holy 
scriptures are made the foundation as they now are of the 
whole. How far it might be expedient to change any part 
of our excellent and almost perfect liturgy, it remains 
with the appointed heads of our church to consider ; but 
should they at any time deem it so, we must hope and 
pray they will make the word of God their guide, and 
do it in the power and spirit of humble depcndancc on 
the divine aid ; and then it will become us to submit to 
such alteration in the trust of an advantage to the com- 
munity, and the glory of our Master Jesus Christ — “ In 
whom and to whom are all things/* That God may so 
guide and govern His church, let it be our constant 
prayer, that in the end we may be a nation fearing and 
loving Him and looking forward to llis coming with joy, 
when there will be one fold under one Shepherd, Jesus 
Christ the righteous, and all will hear and understand 
His voice. That we may meet in that blessed king- 
dom where there will be no distinction of pupil or 
teacher, but each will be but a part of one glorious whole 

is, mv dear , the affectionate prayer of, 

Your very sincere friend, 


LETTER XXVI. 

My dear , 

We now come to consider the nature of those sacra- 
ments or badges of distinction, which point out, and hold 
together, a church, and which may therefore be very 
justly called Bonds of union, and tokens of our profession. 
The following Article describes to us what these are, and 

L 
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how many we acknowledge, in opposition to those profes- 
sed by the Romish church, and which we have discarded, 
as not having the nature of sacraments. I propose to 
consider the different parts of this Article separately, 
and must entreat your earnest attention, as on it depends 
much of the Apostolic purity, of our Protestant faith. 

Article XXV. 

“ Of the Sacraments . * ’ 

Art. XXV. — Sacraments ordained of Christ , be not 
only badges or tokens of Christian mens profession ; but 
rather they be certain sure witnesses and effectual signs of 
grace , and God's good-will towards us, by the which He 
doth work invisibly in us, and doth not only quicken, but 
also strengthen and confirm our faith in Him. There arc 
two Sacraments ordained of Christ our Lord in the Gospel . 
that is to say, Baptism and the Supper of the Lord. 

“ Those five commonly called Sacraments , that is to 
say, Confirmation, Penance, Orders, Matrimony and Ex- 
treme Unction, arc not to be counted for Sacraments of 
the Gospel; being such as have grown partly of the corrupt 
following of the Apostles ; partly are slates of life allowed 
in the Scriptures ; but yet have not like nature of Sacra- 
ments with Baptism and the Lord's Supper, for that they 
have not any visible sign or ceremony ordained of God. 

“ The Sacraments were not ordained of Christ to be 
gazed upon or to be carried about , but that ice should duly 
use them. And in such only as worthily receive the same 
they have a wholesome effect or operation ; but they that 
receive them unworthily purchase to themselves damnation, 
as Saint Paul saith .** 

In this Article we have first explained the nature of 
a Sacrament or what constitutes one in the mind of the 
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church, with its uses. It shows us that a Sacrament is 
something- more than a hare ritual form. It is not only 
a badge or token of our profession as Christians, hut 
implies an action on our part by which as a means we 
receive a blessing from God. It was most necessary 
(although our Blessed Redeemer came to do away the 
many ordinances, rites, and ceremonies of the Jewish 
Law), that He should leave us some outward rites bv 
which to keep us in communion one with another, and 
also that w*e might have an appointed means, visible to 
our outward senses, through which the blessings of the 
Gospel might be conveyed to us. Sacraments therefore 
are not only badges and tokens of our Christian fellow- 
ship, but they are effectual signs of grace ; and if we 
■do our part in them, with sincerity and truth, we may 
absolutely expect God’s good will towards us, and that 
He will by them invisibly work in us, quicken, strength- 
en, and coufirm our faith in Him, as our Article plainly 
says. Noav in order to have the nature of a Sacrament 
it is necessary for it to consist of the five following 
parts, namely, matter, or material substance, which is 
what we can positively with our outward senses feel 
and see ; a form, or words fitly joined with it and ap- 
propriate to it ; a divine institution ; an act on our part ; 
and a blessing expected to he received through or by it. 
A common rite or ceremony catmot lay claim to all 
these peculiar parts ; and nothing but can be proved to 
consist of them do we term a sacrament in the sense 
of the church. Having thus determined, in what a 
sacrament consists, we must next examine those which 
wc receive as such and see if they will bear this mean- 
ing laid upon them. Wc acknowledge two in our 
church, Baptism and the Supper of the Lord, ordained 
l 2 
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by Christ as generally necessary to salvation; let us 
notice whether both these bear the nature of such. 

First, Baptism. In these is water, which is matter ; 
the person is dipped or sprinkled ; with the words, “ I 
baptize thee,” “ in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” Here we have the form. 
Our Saviour commanded, “ Go yc therefore and teach 
all nations*.” This is the divine institution ; the per- 
son baptized is required to believe and repent, entering 
into a covenant of allegiance unto God ; this is the act 
upon our part ; and to be taken into that covenant by 
Him, to receive forgiveness of sins, to be made heirs 
of salvation through Christ, and to receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost ; or the expected blessings of God. Thus 
you see baptism contains all the parts necessary for a 
sacrament; but I wish to prove positively and more 
strongly from Scripture that this is so ; we will therefore 
delay our inquiry into the other sacrament until we have 
done entirely with this. First as to the use of water ; 
we find it was used by John who was especially sent to 
baptizef, and its use was submitted to by our Blessed 
Lord himself}. Jesus said, “ Except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into the King- 
dom of God§,” and we find it to have been the custom 
of the Apostles in baptizing to use water||. The form 
consists of the words which Christ himself commanded 
to be used when He instituted it. “ Go ye therefore 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost**.” We 
have scripture instruction for the part we perform. 
Peter said to them “ who were pricked in their heart” 


* Matt, xxviii. 19. 
t Matt. iii. 6. 
t Mark i. 10. 


§ John iii. 5. 

II Acts viii. 38 ; x. 47. 
** Matt, xxviii. 19. 
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■at his preaching and anxiously inquired, “ What shall 
we do,” “ repent and be baptized*.” Philip required 
belieff. St. Paul tells us that, “as many of you as have 
been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ]:.” And 
St. Peter says, “ Paptism doth also now save us (not the 
putting away of the filth of the flesh but the answer of a 
good conscience toward God) by thejresurrection of Jesus 
Christ§.” “ This then is the part we have to perform ; 
the blessings we expect and hope for are “ the remission 
of sins and” “the gift of the Holy Ghost||.” I trust 
this Sacrament will now appear plain and reasonable to 
you and its importance raised by these deep considera- 
tions. Put as I ^slmll have occasion to go farther into 
its use in a future Article, I forbear to say more con- 
cerning it at present. It is my desire merely to prove 
to you how truly it is a Sacrament of Christ ; this 
done we will proceed to the other ; that of our Lord’s 
Supper ; here we may observe that it also has matter, 
or material substance. The bread and wine ; form ; 
the giving it to be eaten and drank with appropriate 
words ; divine institution ; Christ said, “ this do in 
remembrance of me**.” An act on our part ; shewing 
forth, “the Lord’s death till lie come \\ ;” and the 
blessings conveyed to us ; our participation in the be- 
nefits of His death and passion, and our fellowship one 
with another in Christian love and charity : here again 
are all the requisite parts of a Sacrament ; we must 
also discover whether we have scripture authority for 
laying so much on this ordinance. We find the mat- 
ter or material substance was used by the Saviour in 

* Acts ii. 38. 

t Acts viii. 37. 

£ Gal. iii. 27. 

$ 1 Pet. iii. 21. 


|| Act3 ii. 38. 

** Luke xxii. 19. 
tf 1 Cor. xi. 26. 
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His? own institution of it : “ As they were eating, Jesus 
took bread and blessed it, and brake it and gave it to His 
disciples, and said, Take, eat, this is my body. And lie 
took the cup and gave thanks and gave it to them, say- 
ing, Drink ye all of it ; for this is my blood of the New 
Testament which is shed for many for the remission of 
sins*.” In this quotation we perceive there are the re- 
quisite parts ; visible substance ; form ; and institution ; 
from it we may also draw the duty or act required of us, 
which is to keep His death in remembrance ; and the be- 
nefits to be expected, remission of sins ; but St. Paul saw 
it necessary to add the duty of self-examination, because 
the Corinthians abused this holy ordinance by unworthily 
and slightingly partaking of it ; but this subject also 
is included in a particular Article of itself, and therefore 
having shewn that it partakes of the nature of a Sacra- 
ment I have nothing more to observe upon it in this 
place. It remains for us to examine how far we are 
justified in rejecting those other rites received by the 
Romish church ; and first as to Confirmation. Our 
church receives this as a rite , but not as a Sacrament. We 
find that after Philip had converted and baptized persons 
in Samaria, Peter and John were sent there by the Apos- 
tles to lay their hands on such, and to prav that thev 
might “ receive the IIolv Ghostf.” Now in the times of 
the Apostles, extraordinary effects or miracles were per- 
mitted even in the use of ordinary acts of religion, for 
the furtherance of the gospel ; but such do not now con- 
tinue ; consequently although it is doubtless a useful 
rite that those who in their infancy were received into 
the church by baptism should, when they come to an 
age to understand the nature of that covenant, openly 

* Matt. xxvi. 20—28 ; Mark xiv. 22—24 ; Luke xxii. 19, 20. 

t Acts viii. 12, 14, 17. 
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avow their faith and interest in it ; yet wc are not to 
expect supernatural effects from the ceremony by which 
that profession is made. It was evidently considered in 
this light by the Apostles, for they reckon it as one of 
the Christian principles* ; and it was reserved for the 
head of the church or Bishop to perform, as the receiv- 
ing the personal profession of the Baptized Christian, 
confirming him in his resolutions and praying especially 
for the gift of the Holy Ghost upon him, being a most 
serious, important and solemn act ; still it is no Sacra- 
ment, although to give it some appearance of one the 
Romish church has added to it an oil for matter ; it was 
not our Lord's institution, nor is it necessary to salva- 
tion ; it is a useful ordinance, wisely established for the 
benefit and assistance of Christians in their walk in 
righteousness, but nothing more. The next duty receiv- 
ed by the Romish church as a Sacrament, and which 
we deny to be such is that of Reliance or penitence, which 
signifies a change or renovation of mind, according to 
its derivation from the Latin translation of the Greek. 
It consists of several acts of the mind which Christ has 
made a condition of the New Covenant (as we have 
already noticed), but cannot be justly said to possess the 
nature of a Sacrament, for it has no instituted form, 
neither has it substance or matter. True penitence con- 
sists in an humble sense of our own sins with confession 
to God, faith in His pardon |' and an entire change and 
amendment of life ; this is the whole of the consideration 
of our church regarding it ; without which wc cannot 
receive forgiveness of sins, for we cannot take the pre- 
scribed means for obtaining it by praying to God for 
pardon, and wc cannot pray for pardon uijless we see 
and confess our sinfulness ; thus one part depends upon 
* Ihjb. vi.2. 1 1 John i.8,9. 
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the other and no true repentance can exist without the 
union of these two. But it is the internal working of 
the mind ; there is nothing of outward necessity. True 
and acceptable repentance may exist in the believer 
without being seen or known to any but his God ; 
nevertheless without a change of life such repentance is 
worthless and vain. We next proceed to the considera- 
tion of a particular state of life, called by the Romish 
church a Sacrament. I mean Orders, or the form of con- 
secrating men to the ministry in the church. We do 
indeed appoint a special and solemn service to it, for we 
consider it to he a subject of the most vital importance 
not only who are admitted into so responsible a situa- 
tion but also in wliat manner they are admitted ; we be- 
lieve it to have been the intention of Christ, as we find 
the Apostles did so, and believe, as inspired men, they 
dieted upon divine command, to appoint a succession of 
Pastors of different ranks over llis church for the fur- 
therance of the gospel, the right regulation of church 
matters and the care of souls ; wc find St. Paul directed 
what description of men should be chosen as Bishops and 
Deacons* ; he likewise mentions the ordaining of eldersf. 
We also find tlieir manner of devoting men to these of- 
fices was that of, “ laying on of liandsj.” And St. 
Paul earnestly entreats Timothy, “ Neglect not the gift 
which was given thee by prophecy with the laying on of 
hands of the Presbetery§.” Yet still wc do not esteem 
this order a Sacrament ; it has no divine institution ; no 
substance or matter ; and the form is merely a follow- 
ing of the Apostles which is expedient and useful, but 
not necessary to salvation. In their times the “ imposi- 
tion of hands,” carried with it a real supernatural 

* 1 Tim. iii. 1—14, 4 Acts vi. 6. 

t Tit. i. 7,8,9. § l Tim. iv. 14, 
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benefit ; it was the appointed means for receiving the 
Holy Ghost ; but now miracles have ceased and we 
must only look to the efficacy of earnest prayer to ob- 
tain such a blessing. Into the great use and expediency 
of such an order this is not the place to inquire : we 
shall meet with an especial article on that head also ; 
we have only now to do with it as rejecting or holding 
it as a Sacrament . And I think you must find it clear 
according to our view of that solemn subject, that this 
does not partake of its nature. The next state of life 
called by the church of Rome a Sacrament, is Marriage. 
Our church acknowledges marriage as an ordinance 
of God. It was first made when man was in a state of 
innocency, and thus originated in the law of nature, and 
although we have many directions and admonitions con- 
cerning it in the gospel, yet it cannot rightly be called 
a Sacrament, as there is no instituted form, neither ma- 
terial substance by which we are to expect and receive 
the effects and benefits of a Sacrament : neither is it 
a state necessary to salvation. It is lawful and binding 
whether contracted by one form or another, provided 
it be according to the established rules of the church 
to which the parties belong, and this proves that there 
is no divine form instituted for it. It is a wise regula- 
tion of our church to regard this ordinance as solemnly 
as it does ; much evil w r ould accrue were it otherwise. 
Rut there is nothing that can partake of the nature of 
a Sacrament in it, as must appear plain to you from 
what has been said : we therefore need not enlarge upon 
it farther, but pass to the next which is Extreme Unc- 
tion received by the Church of Rome as a sacrament 
and denied to be so by us. , 

Let us examine in what it consists, and how it first 
came into the Church. In the commission given by our 
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blessed Lord to His disciples was tlie power of healing the 
sick, regarding which St. Mark tells us, they “ anointed 
with oil many that were sick, and healed them* and 
here it may be as well to remark that it was always 
customary among the prophets to use some outward 
symbol when they performed miracles, thus Moses had 
his rod ; Elisha his staff, or Elijah’s mantle, and even 
our blessed Saviour was pleased to make use of some 
symbolical action, when Jlc put His finger into the deaf 
man’s ears and made clay to anoint the eyes of the blind 
man ; oil was almost in continual use among the Eastern 
nations; it was therefore not to be wondered at that 
the Apostles chose it as their symbol in working mira- 
cles ; but far from being used as a passport to heaven, 
as it now is by the Romish Church, they anointed the 
sick for their recovery as St. James tell us. “Is any 
sick among you ? let him call for the elders of the 
Church, and let them pray over him anointing him with 
oil in the name of the Lord ; and the prayer of faith 
shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him upj\” 
This plainly indicates a miracle to be performed by 
prayer, and anointing to have been used as a sign or 
symbol ; it was generally supposed that all sicknesses 
were occasioned by some signal offences committed 
against God ; consequently the removal of sickness was 
looked upon as a sign of pardon, and the knowledge of 
these facts tends considerably to clear our view of these 
words ; still this was no sacrament ; it was no ordinance 
of Christ ; and indeed as used by the Romish Church, 
there is no mention of it for some centuries after Christ. 
Being the accompaniment only of a miraculous power, 
when miracles ceased, it was no longer useful ; but 
■the Church of Rome, pretending to that power of work- 
* jtfarkvi. 13. t Jas. v. 14, 15, 
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mg miracles, and finding it failed of its effect of healing, 
was pleased to change its nature and intention, and apply 
it as a dying sacrament ; one which they profess to 
consider will remit sins, and give all the assistance 
necessary to the departing soul : that this doctrine is 
full of dangerous mischief, it requires only to be 
acquainted with it, to acknowledge ; and it is thus the 
administration of the miraculous power of healing by 
unction has been corrupted by this Church, and it is in 
a like manner that the other states of life, and acts of 
the mind, have been by degrees added to or corrupted, in 
order to the making of them sacraments. I have shewn 
you upon what grounds we reject these five as sacra- 
ments, and have endeavoured to point out to you the 
manner in which we receive confirmation and orders, as 
holy offices handed down from the Apostles and parti- 
cularly expedient for our use. Marriage it - has also 
been proved to be a proper and important thing to 
establish in a holy manner, and to use prayers at its 
solemnization. True repentance we hold as that state 
of the soul without which we can have no hope of 
acceptance with God ; and extreme unction as we 
have no pretension to the power of working miracles, so 
we reject it altogether, nor can wc consider it either as 
a sacrament or beneficial to the soul, which in scrip- 
ture we find was a rite that accompanied only the cure 
of the body. The last part of this article concerns the 
use of sacraments; it forbids any others than those 
ordained by Christ. It is a most lamentable thing that 
what He has instituted “ as pledges of His love,” and for 
our great and endless comfort, should be turned into an 
occasion of sin by carrying about or gazing with 
superstition upon them, which leads unavoidably to 
adoration or idolatry. The water in baptism and the 
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bread and wine in the Lord’s supper, are consecrated for 
their use, and not to be kept afterwards and reverenced ; 
there is no power retained in these as elements, for the 
efficacy consists in the whole of the sacrament and not 
in a part of it ; and as to the unworthily receiving 
them, I have in the first part of this exposition spoken 
regarding it. In this case they are useless and worse 
than useless, for persons unworthily receiving either of 
them purchase to themselves damnation, that is to say 
punishment, such as sickness, afflictions, or weak concep- 
tion of spiritual things, or death* : the pretension that 
sacraments have intrinsically any good effect of them- 
selves without the requisite qualifications of faith and 
earnest prayer, is to bring the idea of a superstitious 
spell over the doctrines of our Christian religion ; it is a 
notion tending to weaken the importance of piety, 
devotion and holiness of life, because in such case their 
efficacy would be the same whether received worthily 
or unworthily. We therefore consider sacraments as 
visible actions whereby, as they have been appointed by 
Christ himself as a means, we have our inward devotion 
assisted. It is our duty to perform them as the com- 
mands of Christ and the means by which he has pro- 
mised to accord us grace ; but if received without due 
feelings of faith and prayer they can have no good effect, 
but do draw down upon us God’s wrath, in as much as 
we pretend to an obedience which is in His sight hypo- 
critical and vain. These reflections ought to deter all 
from approaching the altar without repentance, faith, 
and a desire to lead a better life for the future ; but this 
need not keep any away : if you stay away you sin, and if 
you come unworthily, you sin equally . Reflect seriously, 
mv (t ear on the consequences on either side. 


* 1 Cor. xi. 29, 30. 
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and pray to God to enable you to do His will with 
sincerity. Another error but too frequently fallen into 
by members of our Church is that of regarding the 
Lord's supper as a dying act ; or deferring obedience to 
this command of Christ, until their dying hour. Such 
is quite opposite to its intention. I would not say that 
it is then a useless ceremony, because we may not set 
bounds to His mercy, and Lie can see what wc cannot, 
and may behold sincerity and faith in the dying reception 
of the Gospel which lie may be pleased to reward ; but 
I would not hazard a dependence on it, such was not its 
original use ; it was a remembrance of our Lord’s death* ; 
and the custom among the Apostles and early Christians 
was to observe it frequently, at first every time they 
met for prayer, or at least every Lord’s-day. You can- 
not, therefore, approach too often the altar of your 
crucified Lord, to renew your allegiance, to offer 
your prayers for a participation in the benefits of His 
death and resurrection, and to crave for pardon for your 
past transgressions : you cannot too frequently bring 
good resolutions to the foot of the cross to have them 
established, nor can you be too circumspect in your walk 
of life ; this the frequency of your communication will 
naturally occasion. That you may be kept steadfast in 
the Apostle’s doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers is the continual desire of 

Your faithful friend. 


Refer to Gen. xxii. 9, 10; Exod. xii. 8, 29, 43, 51 ; 
xxiii. 14, 18. 


* 1 Cor. xi. 26. 


M 
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LETTER XXVII. 

My dear , 

Having considered the holy sacraments of our 
Church, and proved their nature as well as the impera- 
tive necessity we are under of receiving them, our next 
duty is to ascertain how far the un worthiness of the per- 
sons employed to administer them, can ailcct those who 
partake of them. This constitute* the subject of the ar- 
ticle which follows, and I purpose proving from Scripture 
as well as by reason, beyond all doubt, the fallacy of a 
thought of this kind, which might he productive of the 
greatest mischief and misery. 

Article XXVI. 

“ Of the Unworthiness of the Ministers which hinders not 
the effect of the Sacrament." 

Art. XXVI. — “ Although in the visible Church the evil 
be eve* mingled with the good, and sometimes the evil have 
chief authority in the Ministration of the Word , and Sacra- 
ments, yet forasmuch as they do not the same in their own 
name but in Christ's , and do minister by His commission and 
authority , we may use their Ministry both in hearing the 
word of God , and in receiving of the Sacraments. Neither 
is the effect of Christ's ordinance lake* away by their wick- 
edness nor the grace of God's gifts diminished from such as 
by faith and rightly do receive the Sacraments ministered 
unto them ; which be effectual , because of Christ's institution 
and promise, although they be ministered by evil men. Never- 
theless it appertained to the discipline of the Church , that 
inquiry be made of evil Ministers , and that they be accused 
by those that have knowledge of their offences ; and finally 
being found guilty , by just judgment be deposed." 
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Such a provision and explanation as this the Church 
appears greatly to have needed, especially at the time 
when the Articles were compiled, when the Refor- 
mation brought to light the scandalous lives and actu- 
ating motive of most of the established clergy, and con- 
sequently gave great uneasiness to those conscientious 
persons who had made use of their ministry, and who 
feared they might thus have made themselves partakers 
with them of the indignation of their offended God ; and 
by having received both Sacraments unworthily, have 
brought down upon themselves the damnation spoken 
of by St. Paul. A little serious reflection however with 
the study of the word of God, will soon, as it did then, 
place this matter in a very different point of view, and 
give comfort end relief to any who may yet entertain 
similar notion**, and from their influence incur the danger 
of neglecting the important duty of frequent communion 
at the Lord's table. It is of the utmost consequence 
then to clear this point, and I think nothing independ- 
ently of Iloly writ, will tend more to do so than the 
calm reflection upon the consequences of the unworthi- 
ncss of mini tors alLeting the success of their holy offi- 
ces ; was such the ease, did the blessing of God depend 
on the sincerit) and holiness of their motives, instruc- 
tions, and p ravers, to make the Sacraments really effec- 
tual to ther e they administered to, then a Minister might 
go through the form hut he might not really baptize the 
person, and in that case many I fear who have been 
publicly received into the Church, and into covenant 
with God, remain still unbaptized, and therefore aliens 
from the promises therein contained ; those also who 
have received the Lord’s supper from such views would, 
by the same rule, he “ guilty of the body ancl blood of 
Christ, and eat and drink their own damnation,” and 
m 2 
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this melancholy state of things would descend to thou* 
sands or millions of our fellow- creatures : for of course 
the unbaptized person would be unfit for any holy func- 
tion even if properly ordained, and by the same rule if 
a Bishop did not ordain with truth he might go through 
the ritual, but the person so ordained would not really 
be one of God’s Ministers ; there is no end to the mis- 
chief which this doctrine would produce ; and I think 
the notion of it implies a want of faith in the justice of 
God to suffer those who are sincere in their desires to 
be His servants, thus, not only to be shut out from all 
interest in the Saviour’s atonement but to have addition- 
al sin united to their original corruption. But thanks 
be unto Him such is not the ease ; for “ who is Paul 
and who is Apollos but Ministers by whom, ye believed 
even as the Lord gave to every man*.” Our Blessed 
Saviour’s own words prove that it is possible for holy 
functions to be performed and accepted by God by the 
most unworthy men; Judas was permitted to be of the 
number of the chosen twelve, singled out from among the 
other disciples to be always about His person, he even 
had the care of the bag t* which contained (as we may 
reasonably suppose) the money for their necessities, and 
also that intended for the poor, and yet Jesus knew him 
and testified, saying, “ Have not I chosen you twelve 
and one of you is a devilj,” and very plainly does He 
indicate that there will be both bad and good employed 
in the service of the Gospel ; when He instructed His 
disciples in this parable : “ The kingdom of heaven is 
like unto a net that was cast into the sea and gathered 
of every kind ; which when it was full, they drew to 
shore, and sat down and gathered the good into vessels* 
but cast the bad away : so shall it be at the end of the 
* 1 Cor. iu. 5. f John xiii. 2L X John vu^G.. 
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world*. 5 * He tells them also, " the scribes and the Pha- 
risees sit in Moses* seat ; all therefore whatsoever they bid 
you observe, that observe and do, but do not yc after their 
works for they say and do notf.** Again, at the end of 
the world He says, “ many will say to me in that day 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name ? and 
in thy name have cast out devils ? and in thy name done 
many wonderful works ? — and then will 1 profess unto 
them, I never knew you, depart from me yc that work 
iniquity t.** Surely these words of the Holy Redeemer 
sufficiently demonstrate that He will accept the offices 
even of workers “ of iniquity.** If a blessing from the 
Holy Spirit had not accompanied their ministerial duties 
how would they have “ prophesied,” or “ cast out devils,** 
or done any “ wonderful work ?** It would have been 
impossible ; yet our Lord admits that so it was. Their 
public duties therefore arc blessed to those who with 
faith and sincerity accept their offices. St. Paul rejoices 
that Christ was preached even though he declared some 
preached him “ of envy and strife^,” yet was it matter 
of joyfulness because others might be benefited even by 
those unworthy instruments. Nevertheless it is a most 
important part of Church discipline to put out unworthy 
ministers whenever it can discover them. Paul wrote 
to Timothy that he should “ receive not an accusation** 
against them, “ but before two or three witnesses ;** yet 
when “ an accusation** was thus established he desired, 
“ them that sin rebuke before all that others also may 
fear|| ;** and we cannot for a moment doubt th advan- 
tage of so doing. In an assembly of sinful, frail crea- 
tures it cannot but happen that evil be always mingled 

* Matt. xiii. 47, 48, 49. $ Phil. i. U. 

t Matt, xxiii. 2, 3. [I 1 Tim. v. 19,20. 

X Matt. vu. 22, 23. 
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with the good ; but it is most essential for the glory 
and purity of the Church of God that it be kept as holy 
as possible, so that a strict eye ought therefore to be held 
over it by its superior head, lest lukewarmness, covetous- 
ness, or any unworthiness creep in among those who 
ought to be its peculiar guardians. It is negligence 
amongst these, that brings the cross of Christ into dis- 
repute ; it loads the clergy with reproach and through 
them is fixed with relentlessncss, rancour on religion 
itself, and, we may justly fear, doth bring down upon the 
Church the wrath of God for the punishing the wicked 
and idle shepherd. This is an awful consideration, and 
may we all as a nation take it to heart, and both elerg) 
and people consider our ways and walk in the paths of 
duty to our God and to each other. Still though we 
believe the tin worthiness of Ministers of no material im- 
port to those using their ministry, yet there can he no 
greater blessing to a congregation than a truly pious, 
zealous pastor, and we may almost esteem it a curse to 
be placed under the care of one regardless of our soul's 
interest. It is true all men are not equal!) gifted, nor 
must wc slight any because they arc not greatly talented ; 
“ there are diversities of gifts but the same spirit,” and 
we ought to avail ourselves of all or any which may be 
offered to us for our improvement ; for although there are 
these differences (“ one star differetli from another star 
in glory,”) yet when they arc sincere they are instructed 
by the same Spirit, and that Lloly Spirit will manifest 
itself in zealous endeavours and industrious efforts after 
the eternal welfare of all under his care ; by these signs 
wc may he assured of our pastor's truth, and if we 
be blessed with such a one, though he should have but 
common abilities, still wc ought to depend upon him for 
comfort, and rejoice in him as a wise and faithful 
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guide. Should it be your lot, ray dear to be 

placed under a careless pastor, yet use his ministry in 
faith ; do not scruple to receive the sacrament from him. 
All things that he commands you from the Bible’s autho- 
rity “ observe and do,” but “ do not after his works 
pray for him (as is your duty towards whatever minister 
you may be placed under) and reverence him in his 
office. Should you be so doubly blessed as to have a 
conscientious pastor and one who lias indeed tasted of 
the heavenly gift, and who is endowed with a large 
portion of the light of divine truth, you cannot be too 
grateful to God. Your duty is then obvious and easy ; 
you will naturally listen to his injunctions with increas- 
ed satisfaction, and you will find real pleasure in imitating 
his conduct. Such a blessing is inexpressibly great 
to any congregation. If we had a large body of such 
men the Church would stand without fear against all 
its enemies. By fear I would not have you to under- 
stand a fear of being lost, or in reality injured. No ; 
persecuted it may be, but to the real Church the worst 
sufferings will prove only a scourge for its ultimate good, 
and it will come out refined but not hurt. I mean 
the fear of trouble — that it may justly dread ; although 
“ no weapon formed against it shall prosper,” yet it mav 
have a fiery ordeal to go through : the time may even 
now be at hand for a struggle between the true and 
false Church, but, confident in the power of Cod, we 
must meet such a trial with fortitude, aiid though the 
love of many appear at present to wax cold yet we may 
hope that in the event of such a struggle coming on, 
numbers of its lukewarm professors and ministers, and 
even those now estranged from its communion, would 
crowd around the standard of the Lamb in the form of 
our beautiful and Apostolic Church. Adieu, my dear 
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• ; that such a consummation may one day take 

place, is and ought to he the prayer of every Christian ; 
when there will be one fold and one Shepherd, Jesus 
Christ the righteous. Unite your prayers with those of 
the Church for that blessed time. 

Your faithful friend, 


Refer to Isa. liii. 7 ; Jcr. xxiii. 1 — 4 ; Mai. ii. 1 — 10. 


LETTER XXVIII. 

My DT5AR , 

We have now attentively examined into the meaning 
of a Church, and its authorities. We have carefully 
inquired into the nature of Sacraments and the number 
acknowledged by the Protestant Church. We have also 
seen that llic unworthinoss of the Minister through 
whom wc receive them, docs not lessen their effect on 
true believers who perform their part in faith. It now 
remains for us to consider the Sacraments especially by 
themselves that we may have a right judgment of them, 
and understand how much and wherein we may depend 
upon their benefit ; for to conceive that a bare form will 
alone prove useful is to turn the purity and reasonable- 
ness of our religion into a superstitious charm or spell. 
Bear in mind that although many things are above our 
finite comprehension, yet that there is nothing in the 
Gospel covenant contrary to it. When wc conceive con- 
tradictory notions of God and His ways, we then think 
unworthily of Him. His acts all tend to one end ; they 
are parts of one system. They are as “ One day known” 
only “ to the Lord.” He has endowed us with reasoning 
faculties, and though we are not to depend on them with- 
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out divine assistance, for, to believe absurdities, is as high- 
ly displeasing to the “ Giver of all good things,” as to set 
up the gift above the Giver, and to make reason our entire 
guide. What He tells us in His Word lie requires us 
implicitly to believe, and when too high for us to enter 
fully into, lie requires us to bend our reasoning faculties 
to faith, acknowledging it to be our ignorance and weak- 
ness that obscures the meaning. Nothing unjust or in any 
way otherwise than infinitely good, can belong to God ; 
consequently it is the pride of human intellect, which, 
hating to acknowledge itself ignorant, would, rather than 
do so, make the Deity an unholy thing. Hence the fre- 
quent melancholy proofs of contradictions and absurdities 
in the professed belief of many otherwise well-disposed 
Christians ; but I have been carried into a longer disputa- 
tion on this subject than I had intended, yet I trust not 
uselessly, for it is a point I fear too often overlooked, 
especially by the young Christian. I will now proceed to 
the Article we purpose to look into without further pre- 
liminary. 

Article XXVII. 

“ Of Baptism 

Art. XXVII . — “ Baptism is not only a sign of profes- 
sion and mark of difference whereby Christian men are 
discerned from others that be not christened ; but it is also 
a sign of Regeneration or new Birth , whereby as by an in- 
strument they that receive Baptism rightly are grafted into 
the Church. The promises of forgiveness of sins, and of 
our adoption to be the sons of Cod , by the Holy Ghost , are 
visibly signed and sealed : Faith is confirmed and Grace 
increased by virtue of prayer unto God. The Baptism of 
young Children is in any wise to be retained in the Church as 
most agreeable with the institution of Christ *' 
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As Circumcision was the initiatory rite of the Mo- 
saic dispensation so is baptism of the Christian ; it is in 
its outward act, the admittance into the body of the 
Church, that is to say of the society of believers, and 
to all their rights and privileges; but it is not only 
the badge or outward sign of profession, it is a sign also 
of regeneration ; it is a sign of God's favour, and a means 
by which we obtain acceptance with Him if duly received. 
We have in a former Article examined its nature, form 
and institution. We need not again take the same steps ; 
you arc convinced from what was advanced that it bears 
the nature of a Sacrament ; let us now turn our thoughts 
towards its use and what it requires as necessary on our 
part to the due reception of it. We arc taught to expect 
" remission of sins,” and “ the gift of the Holy Ghost*.” 
In baptism we are told we are saved “ by the washing 
of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Gliostf but 
then it must he more than the form of it by which we 
receive this regeneration, it consists in faith and repen- 
tance to make this a Sacrament and to receive the bene- 
fits of one. It mu«t he accompanied by earnest prayer, 
and then “ by the Spirit are we all baptized into one 
body!.” By it we “ receive the adoption of sons, and 
because yc arc sons, God hath sent forth the spirit of 
His Son into your hearts crying, Abba Father§.” The 
Holy Ghost is promised in this Sacrament by John the 
Baptist, who says, “ I indeed baptize you with water unto 
repentance, but He that cometli after me is mightier 
than I, whose shoes 1 am not worthy to bear : He shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fircH.” And 
although this has particular reference to the miraculous 

• Acts ii. 88. 

t Tit. in. 5. 

X 1 Coi. xi:. 13. 


$ G;d, iv. 5, G. 
|| Matt. in. 11. 
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baptism of the Apostles on the day of Pentecost, yet we 
may reasonably believe and hope that it also infers an 
inward and spiritual grace given unto the faithful in bap- 
tism under the Christian covenant. The water wc use 
signifies to “put off the old man with his deeds, and put 
on the new man which is renewed in knowledge after 
the image of Him that created him*.” Washing is not 
only “ the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the 
answer of a good conscience toward Cod |.” Water is 
an apt symbol of this cleansing and purifying, and as in 
Eastern countries where the disciples first dwelt it was 
and still is the custom to use com hint bathing, so the 
manner of baptizing was, b\ going entirely through the 
water; from which it seems more than probable St. Paul 
drew the sinnlc of being “buried with Him in baptism ; 
wherein also ye are risen with Him through the faith of 
the operation of God who hnth raised Him from the 
dcad[” and thus was also typically shown forth the resur- 
rection which wc hope for tii rough Christ, for “so many 
of us as were baptized into Jems Christ were baptized into 
His death,” “ that like as Christ was raised up from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, e\en so we also should 
walk in newness of life§.” llorc then is an additional 
pledge or sign of our true baptism, the “ walking in new- 
ness of life if wc only go through the form without the 
spirit of this holy Sacrament it will produce no such fruit, 
and wc shall be sMll included amongst the number of 
those who believe not ; Chri«r :avs “ He that believeth 
and is baptized shall be saved, but be that believeth not 
shall be damned I].” And again, “ Except a man be born 
of water and of the Spirit he cannot ^ *ter into the king- 

* Col. ip.!). 10. < I O.n. vi. 3, 4. . 

t l l\>t. in. 21. 11 M o'* xvu 16. 

$ Col. ii. 12. 
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dom of God*.” Ananias tlie disciple of our Lord at 
Damascus, who was sent unto Saul after his conversion 
and called upon to restore him his sight, after knowing 
all that had happened to him, and that he was “ a chosen 
vessel,” exclaimed, “ and now why tarriest thou ? arise 
and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the 
name of the Lordf,” and thus joins prayer with the form 
of admission into covenant with God by baptism ; “for 
as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ J.” It appears necessary to say a few 
words as to the equal propriety of baptizing by sprinkling 
as is done in cold countries, as by immersion in warmer 
climates ; the use of water being only a sign or symbol 
of something spiritual, it is equal in its efficacy or accept- 
ance with God whether we use sprinkling or entire 
immersion ; the latter would be dangerous in a cold 
country, and we are not so superstitious as to think 
that we should not suffer because it is used in a reli 7 
gious ordinance ; we have no reason to expect God 
would work a miracle for such a bold tempting of Him ; 
it is the heart lie looks to, and although forms are neces- 
sary means, and baptism, as Christ's command^, is a Sa- 
crament in the neglect of which we cannot hope to 
be received into His covenant ; yet lie has not set down 
any peculiar manner of its performance excepting that 
water is to be used ; consequently we do esteem all who 
are Christened according to the Church of England, 
rightly and duly admitted into the true Church. As to 
the admittance of children in this manner we have for 
our example the Mosaic dispensation which received them 
when eight days old into the covenant of works ; and shall 
we refuse them admission into our more merciful cove- 
• 

* John iii. 5. $ Gal. in. 27. 

f Acts xxii. 16. $ Matt, xxviii. 19. 
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nant of grace ? Our blessed Saviour when the disciples 
forbade those who brought them to Him, “ was much 
displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little children 
to come unto me and forbid them not, for of such is the 
kingdom of God*.” As infants then cannot it is true 
have either repentance or faith, these are answered for 
them by their sureties or sponsors ; they arc by inheri- 
tance the children of wrath ; they are bom in corruption ; 
but they have no actual sins to need repentance and for- 
giveness from the Saviour ; they arc therefore brought to 
him to be admitted into a state without which they can- 
not be heirs to eternal life : and when we reflect upon 
these points, it seems impossible that we should disap- 
prove the custom of infant baptism. The sponsors promise 
and undertake for them what is for tlicir undoubted ad- 
vantage, and should they live to see their benefit they will 
rejoice in their early dedication to the service of God, and 
be thankful for having been made partakers of such inesti- 
mable blessings with the hopes of a future life of glory. 
Sponsors are wisely required by our Church in order that 
those infants wdio should lose their parents, or in case 
the natural protectors of tlicir youtli should err in bring- 
ing them up in religious matters, they may have other 
spiritual guardians, and so their soul’s health may be 
doubly provided for ; we have therefore no cause to find 
fault with infant baptism, especially as our Church has 
taken such peculiar care of her younger members in the 
ordinance of confirmation which she strongly urges at ail 
age when they are capable of entering into vows in their 
own persons ; at a time too when they are likely to be 
beset 'with new temptations by mixing with the world, 
and will require all the panoply of divine grace to 
keep them from “ the evil.” It is thus a wtee custom 

* Mark x. 14. 

N 
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to admit infants into covenant with God, and one which 
will ever be sanctified by the holy example of God's 
people in the Old Dispensation and which our blessed 
Lord Himself condescended to fulfil. May you see the 
advantage you have gained by being thus early devoted 

to God, my dear , 

And believe me. 

Your sincere friend. 


Examine Gen. xvii. 12 ; Exod. xii. 44, 45. 


LETTER XXIX. 

My dear , 

Having treated on the first Sacrament received by our 
Church, we now come to the consideration of the other, 
in order the more fully to determine the manner in which 
we ought to partake of it, its uses, and the benefits we 
may hope to derive from its reception, and also to restore 
it from the superstitious abuses of the llomish Church to 
its primitive intention and the doctrine of the Apostles. 

Article XXVIII. 

“ Of the Lord's Supper ” 

Art. XXVIII . — “ The Supper of the Lord is not only a 
sign of the love that Christians ought to have among them- 
selves one to another ; hut rather is a Sacrament of our 
Redemption by Christ's death ; insomuch that to such as 
rightly, worthily, and with faith, receive the same , the Bread 
which we break is a partaking of the Body of Christ ; and 
likewise tne Cup of Blessing is a partaking of the Blood 
of Christ. 
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" Transubstantiation (or the change of the substance of 
Bread and Wine) in the Supper of the Lord \ cannot beprov - 
ed by Holy Writ ; but is repugnant to the plain words of 
Scripture , overthroweth the nature of a Sacrament , and hath 
given occasion to many superstitions . 

The Body of Christ is given, taken , and eaten, in the 
Supper, only after an heavenly and spiritual manner. And 
the mean whereby the Body of Christ is received and eaten 
in the Supper is Faith . 

“ The Sacrament of the Lord* s Supper was not by Christ's 
ordinance reserved, carried about, lifted up, or worship- 
ped” 

The great leading feature in the religion of Christ, and 
His coming into the world, is love or good-will towards 
man, and “ if God so loved us we ought also to 
love one another*.” The communion in the Lord’s 
supper is a very natural and pleasing sign of the 
unity of feeling which ought to dwell in the breast of 
every individual who in common with each other is 
an inheritor of the divine promises ; but the Sacra- 
ment now under our consideration is not only a sign 
of Christian fellowship and love ; it is rather a Sa- 
crament of our redemption by Christ’s death, " insomuch 
that to such as rightly, worthily, and with faith re- 
ceive the same, the bread which we break is a partaking 
of the body of Christ, and likewise the cup of blessing is 
a partaking of the blood of Christ.” Let us see how far 
we arc borne out by Scripture in such a belief. This holy 
ordinance was instituted by Christ at II is last celebration 
of the passover with His disciples, which was a Jewish 
rite commanded to be observed by them for their deliver- 
ance out of Egypt by Moses. You must renfember that 
* 1 John iv, 11. 
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when the children of Israel were in bondage under Plm- 
roah, God “ saw their affliction,” and “ heard their cry,*’ 
and sent His servant Moses to bring them out of the 
hands of their cruel oppressors, but “ Pharoali would not 
let them go,” and God worked many miracles, by the 
hands of llis Prophet Moses and his brother Aaron, in 
order both to assert their authority and to punish and 
persuade the king ; still lie was obstinately determined 
to keep them under his yoke, till at length that most 
awful plague was sent, the death of all the first-born of 
the Egyptians. The night previous to this dreadful afflic- 
tion God commanded His own people, the Israelites, to 
take “ to them every man a lamb,” and “ kill it,” and 
take of the blood and strike it on the two side posts and 
on the upper door post of the houses wherein they shall 
eat it ; " they were to eat the flesh in that night,” and to 
“ let nothing of it remain until the morning,” “ it is the 
Lord’s Passover.” God also informed them of His in- 
tention, and that in smiting the first-born of the Egyptians 
He would pass over those houses which had this token on 
them, and not destroy them* ; and he commanded that this 
ordinance should be from that memorable time observed 
by the Jews for ever. This rite is typical of our Saviour’s 
sacrifice. He is called, “ our Passovcrf,” for he is “ the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world}.’* 
It was therefore at the celebration of this typical ordi- 
nance, that our Lord saw fit to institute another which 
like that should commemorate a deliverance — the former 
from the bondage of Pharaoh, the latter from the power 
of sin and Satan ; and also to perpetuate His all-sufflcient 
sacrifice of Himself for llis servants to the end of the 
world. After the Jewish supper or passover, there were 
loaves of bread, and cups of wine, placed on the table ; it 
* Exod. xii. t 1 Cor. y. 7. \ John i. 29. 
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was therefore a natural act in our Lord, who always fixes on 
the most common objects for His service, (in order to avoid 
the tendency to superstition or idolatry in Ilis followers,) 
to take this bread and wine and institute the Christian 
Sacrament with it. It is recorded by St. Luke that, 
“ lie took bread and gave thanks and brake it, and gave 
unto them, saying, This is my body which is given for 
you, this do in remembrance of me. Likewise also the cup 
after supper, saying ; this cup is the New Testament in 
my blood ; which is shed for you*.” St. Matthew adds, 
“ Drink ye all of it for this is my blood of the New Tes- 
tament which is shed for many for the remission of 
sinsf.” This simple manner of bequeathing an ordinance 
to Ilis followers plainly indicates the nature and intention 
of it, which aS St. Paid tells us, “ as often as ye eat this 
bread and drink this cup ye do show the Lord's death till 
He comej and that those who bring to this Sacrament 
faith, repentance, charity (feelings w hich are requisite at 
all times to form the very character of Christ’s disciples) 
and a hearty desire after God’s blessing to enable them 
to live according to His word, may expect to partake 
spiritually of Ilis body and blood, or as our blessed 
Redeemer himself said, to have the Father and the Son 
abiding in them,” “ that they all may be one, as thou 
Father art in me and 1 in thee, that they also may be one 
in us§ and as our beautiful Church service expresses it, 
‘‘ for then we dwell in Christ and Christ in us, w T e are one 
with Christ and Christ with us.” And is not this aptly 
poken of by St. Paul when he asks, “ the cup of blessing 
which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of 
Christ ? the bread which wc break is it not the communion 

* Luke xxii. 19, 20. 

t Matt. xxvi. 26 — 28 j see also Mark xiv. 22 — 24. * 

t 1 Cor. xi. 20. § John xvii. 21-23, 
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of the body of Christ ? For we being many arc one bread 
and one body, for we are all partakers of that one bread*.” 
Bread is also an excellent symbol to be made use of in 
the Lord's Supper. Being the common food of the 
body, it fitly represents the vivifying food of the soul, 
which is, Christ, and without which we can have no life 
in us. It is tliis spiritual communication which Christ 
teaches us that all who will be saved must participate 
in, when He says, “ I am the bread of life ; he that com- 
cth to me shall never hunger, and lie that believeth on 
me shall never thirst.” “ 1 am that bread of life.” “ I am 
the living bread which came down from heaven ; if any 
man eat of this bread he shall live forever, and the bread 
that I will give is my flesh which I will give for the life 
of the world.” “ Verilv, verily I say unto you, except ye 
eat the ilesh of tlic Son of man and drink llis blood 
ve have no life in you. Whoso eatetli my fiesh and 
ririnketh my blood hath eternal life, and I will raise 
him up at the last day.” “ i\Iany therefore of llis disciples 
when they had heard this, said, This is a hard saying, 
who can hear it? When Jesus knew in Himself that 
llis disciples murmured at it, He said unto them, doth 
this offend you ?” “ It is the Spirit that quickcneth, the 
flesh proliteth nothing ; the words that I speak unto 
you they arc spirit and they are lifef,” thus merci- 
fully condescending to explain to llis erring servants the 
true manner in which they were to be partakers of Him. 
But it remains that we take notice of that doctrine of 
transubstantiation, or tlic change of the substance of 
bread and wine in the Supper of the Lord, which the lio- 
mish Church holds, and which we say cannot be proved 
by Holy Writ. Wc do not find any grounds for such ail 
opinion in ill at simple institution of Christ's which we 
* 1 Cor. x. 16, 17. f John v. 35, 43, 51, 53, 54, 00, 01, 03. 
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have just considered, or in any part of the Apostle's doc- 
trine or practice to authorize such a notion. Neither 
will reason itself bear the idea of the real presence of 
God entering the substance of any portion of that food 
which is received into our bodies as a natural nourish- 
ment. Such a doctrine is repugnant not only to Scrip- 
ture but to every reverential feeling of the majesty or 
spirituality of the Deity. Besides, if such a miracle were 
performed it would be a useless one, and effectually do 
away with the notion of a Sacrament being a sign or out- 
ward symbol merely of an inward and spiritual grace. If 
it is really the body and blood of Christ it is no longer a 
sign or representation of it. This doctrine of the Romish 
Church with that of infallibility also, is otic on which 
she principally builds her faith, and is an abuse which 
has crept into it by degrees. It derived great strength 
from the support of the Popes, who, desirous of gaining 
as much power as possible, have worked upon the credu- 
lity of the people from whom they shut up the Word of 
God and thus prevent their examining the truth for 
themselves. This false doctrine has caused the most 
awful superstitions, inducing the people to worship and 
adore the elements used in this Sacrament ; consequently 
making them idolaters of earthly objects ; nor did it 
make its appearance until many centuries after the 
Apostles’ time. Whatever we have no authority for 
from Scripture, and whatever is repugnant to those 
senses given us by God to be used, we ought to reject as 
unworthy and sinful ; this is one of those doctrines. 

The Body and Blood of Christ are received after a spi- 
ritual manner only, by means of a right faith in the pro- 
mises He has made us ; a means of gaining which is 
obedience to His commands. It never wasihe intention 
of our Lord that this awful and holy ordinance should 
be reserved, carried about, lifted up or worshipped ; such 
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a custom would unavoidably engender a sort of supersti- 
tion and might lead to idolatry. It seems natural to revere 
or at least not to treat lightly any thing which had by 
prayer been consecrated to a holy service ; it is there- 
fore wisely ordered by our Church that all the elements 
consecrated at the table of the Lord should be consumed 

> 

and for the sick who desire to approach their Lord by 
performing His dying injunction for the strengthening 
and refreshing of their souls, our Church provides that a 
Priest or Minister may consecrate bread and wine before 
them in their chambers, to commemorate their redemption 
by Christ and all the blessed benefits of 11 is passion. Let 
not any superstitious feeling, therefore, possess your mind, 

my dear , in performing this your “ bounden 

duty and service.’* Look to the spirit of the divine ordi- 
nance, and remember lie whom you approach ‘‘is a 
Spirit,” and only condescends to use hodilv tokens 
in order to bring Ills meaning to a possibility of being 
comprehended by your finite under.-tanding. He 
regards your heart and will accept and bless you with 
especial favour in this holy communion, if you bring to 
llim one filled with faith, repentance, and love ; hut if 
you do not prepare yourself thus for its reception you 
will not receive a blessing, but a curse ; seeing you 
put your Saviour to “ an open shame,” and reproach, 
by bringing to God a hypocritical and scoffing spirit. 
St. Paul tells us to “examine** ourselves, and “ so” to 
“ eat of that bread and drink of that cup*.” 

.Believe me, 

Your faithful friend. 


Refer to Exod. xii. xiii. ; Num. ix. 5 ; xxxiii. 3 ; 
Deut. xvi. 2—5 ; 2 Kings xxiii. 23 ; 2 Chron. xxx. 15 ; 
xxxv. 1 — 11 ; Ezek. xlv. 21. 

* 1 Cor. xi. 20. 
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LETTER XXX. 

My dear , 

The next article may be almost regarded as a part of 
the last, so naturally does it appear to proceed from it, 
and if it has been satisfactorily proved that our Church 
is correct in her view of that one, there can remain not 
the slightest difficulty in acceding to this. But I will 
transcribe it at once without further preface. 

Article XXIX. 

“ Of the wicked which eat not the Body of Christ , in 
the use of the Lord* s Supper ” 

Art . XX IX — “ The wicked and such as he void of a 
lively faith , although they do carnally and visibly press 
with their teeth fas St. Augustine saithj the Sacrament of 
the Body and Blood of Christ , yet in no wise are they parta- 
kers of Christ ; but rather to their condemnation, do eat 
and drink the sign or Sacrament of so great a thing” 

Enough has surely been already advanced on this sub-* 
ject on a former occasion to prove to you its truth, and 
it seems scarcely necessary to have devoted an article 
to it especially ; the reason for this having been done 
was doubtless to counteract the sad effects of the Romish 
belief on this point ; for if the real bodily presence of our 
Lord were in this Sacrament, then the wicked would as 
truly participate iu llim as the righteous, and Ilis word, 
that those who “ eat of this bread” should “ live for 
ever*,” would be made “ of none effect f.” St. Paul tells 
us, “ he that eateth and drinketli unworthily eateth and 
drinketh damnation to himself not discerning the Lord’s 
* John vi. 51, t Matt. xv. G, 
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body*,” and the blessed and beloved John said, “if we 
say that we have fellowship with Him and walk in dark- 
ness, we lie and do not the truth | If faith and prayer 
are necessary to a due reception of the grace offered us 
in the Lord’s Supper, then it is evident that the wicked, 
that is, those who persist in sin, and do not repent and 
endeavour to live according to the Gospel, cannot receive 
a blessing in this ordinance, for “ we know that God 
heareth not sinners}:.” Nevertheless allow not the fear of 
the curse threatened to unworthy partakers to frighten 
you, if you are penitent and sincerely desire amendment 
of life. It is those who do not regard their duty who are 
in danger. If you stay away from the Lord’s table until 
you are without sin, you will stay away till the day of 
your death. By the wicked are only meant here such as 
go on still in their wickedness unimpressed by the warn- 
ings of God and regardless of their soul’s health, not 
humble Christians who, conscious of sin and infirmity, 
bring “ a hearty sorrow for these their misdoings,” and 
“ find the burden of them intolerable.” Such will ever 
meet with acceptance, and Divine mercy, to pardon and 
assist their endeavours. The holy Supper of the Lord 
will become the blessed means of reconciling such to the 
Father through the all-sufficient merits of the Son, by 
the sanctifying influence of the Iloly Ghost, to whose 
guidance and protection you are earnestly commended, 
my dear , by 

Your sincere friend, 


* 1 Coi. xi. 29. 


t 1 John i. G. 


John ix. 31. 
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LETTER XXXI. 

My DEAR , 

The next part of the subject concerning the Holy 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, which claims our atten- 
tion from having been made an article of our Church, is 
whether the laity, that is, those who are not the clergy, 
may receive the cup as well as the bread. You will be 
doubtless astonished that the idea should arise of sepa- 
rating what our Saviour has so plainly united, but the 
Romish Church has done so among her many abuses 
and corruptions, and as we conscientiously protest against 
her errors, it is necessary in forming articles of faith 
to take notice of what we deemed errors, and warn the 
members of our Church against those faults ; this is 
expressed in the following article. 

Article XXX. 

“ Of both Kinds " 

Art. XXX . — “ The Cup of the Lord is not to be denied 
to the Lay people ; for both the parts of the Lord's Sacra - 
ment by Christ's ordinance and commandment , ought to be 
ministei'ed to all Christian men alike." 

It is a remarkable circumstance, and the consideration 
of it tends to exalt our feelings of security in the pre- 
knowledge and over-ruling protection of our Lord for 
His Church, to observe that against many, or even most 
of the abuses and corruptions into which it has fallen, there 
are express injunctions in His word ; this justly leads us 
to believe that He who foresaw all that would befal it 
when left to the management of weak men has thus set 
a fence about it, that His true followers might always 
have it in their power to form a clear and correct judg- 



140 


FAMILIAR LETTERS, ETC. 


ment from His own Word of the fitness of the tenets 
they hold, and also have sufficient light against the dan- 
ger of falling into all errors ; in no one instance do we 
more peculiarly observe this double guard than in that 
before us. 

At our Lord’s first institution of llis Supper we 
may notice that of the Bread He simply said, “Take, 
eat, this is my body;” but when delivering the Cup 
to His disciples lie adds, “ Drink ye all of it ; for 
this is my blood of the New Testament which is shed 
for many for the remission of sins*.” Docs not this 
injunction appear like an especial safeguard from the 
error of forbidding the cup to the people ? St. Mark 
also mentions of the cup, as if in prophetic anticipation of 
of this abuse, that “ they all drank of it|\” while neither 
of the Apostles gives more than a simple narrative of the 
receiving the bread. We are sure it was adminis- 
tered in both kinds by the Apostles, for St. Paul in writ- 
ing to the Corinthians to reprove them for their negligent 
use of this holy ordinance, says “ let a man examine 
himself, and so let him eat of that bread and drink of that 
cupj.” We lind no mention of dividing the elements. 
This is sufficient proof against such an abuse, and we 
ought to feel the deepest gratitude to God who in II is re- 
vealed Word has taken such peculiar care of His Church 
as to enable us thus to bring positive injunctions and 
commands against what is merely a corruption of man’s 
own device, and which did not even appear for many 
centuries after the time of the first propagation of the 
Gospel ; wonderful are His ways who thus gives us power 
over the Prince of darkness and all his machinations. 
Truly must we be astonished at the credulity and wick- 
edness of those unhappy beings who seek to know better 

* Matt. xxvi. 2f>, 27, 28. f Mark xiv. 23. £ 1 Cor. xi. 28. 
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than their Lord and His Apostles, what is expedient in 
the Church. But our pity for their errors must not 
icad us to open our hearts to their arguments against 
one of Christ’s express commands. Nothing can be 
more simple or intelligible than the account given us 
by the disciples of His institution of this Sacrament, and 
we are happy in being able to continue its celebra- 
tion in a maimer resembling its original administration. 

To divide a sacrament is, as we have before observ- 
ed, to do away with its nature iis such, and to render 
it in fact no Sacrament. But while we condemn the 
practice of the Romish Church, we must be careful 
not to condemn the numberless beings who in igno- 
rance retain those errors of a church in which they 
were born; the unadulterated Word of God is not al- 
lowed to them that they may read and judge for them- 
selves ; and we may reasonably hope God will not 
require at their hands the impiety they are guilty of 
through ignorance. It is our evident duty to pray for 
them, but not to judge them ; it is also our impe- 
rative duty to exert ourselves diligently in disseminat- 
ing the Word of truth as far as possible : this is the 
only means by which we can cut ei tain a hope of see- 
ing the true Apostolic form of worship gain ground, 
for conviction is the sweet and only honorable way 
of bringing intellectual beings to God. And do not 
suppose that this privileged blessing of turning soul* 
to righteousness and light is limited to a small num- 
ber of Christ’s servants — all have it within their power 
to assist in extending His kingdom and bringing 
wandering sheep into the fold. However narrow 

your 'sphere of action may appear, my dear , 

remember it never can shut you out from the power of 
o 
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giving your earnest prayers to tin’s corrupted church ; 
you may at least spread the knowledge of the Word of 
God^unong your immediate connect ions and servants 
or the poor about you ; and remember such a work 
will not lo.-e its reward. Tt is a blessed privilege to 
be permitted even in the lowest situation to labour 
in the vineyard of Christ ; it is moreover your dutv, 
and never forget that the influence of a single Chris- 
tian has and may still extend far and wide. It is im- 
possible indeed to set bounds to the power of one good 
example. Ages unborn may be influenced by it; by 
the same rule we cannot limit the baneful effect of a 
wicked one ; it w ill run like a corrupted stream, tainting 
all it comes in contact with, never losing but rather in- 
creasing in strength until it reaches the true source 
and end of all evil in the kingdom of Satan. There 
is a cui>e on the works of the evil, and there is a 
blessing pronounced on the deeds of the servant of God, 
but let all be done in Him and to llim — in llis 
strength and to His glory, for lie alone can give your 
labours power. In vain may “ Paul sow” or “ Apollos 
water” unless “ God give the increase but in Hi»n 
is strength and everlasting power, and by him your 
works your prayers, your desires, will all appear as 
shining lights in the day of account, if performed in 
strict depen dance on the Lord Jesus, casting from you 
all self-confidence, through llis righteousness, imputed 
l)y the Holy Spirit unto you. “ Pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem — they shall prosper that love thee.” 

I ever remain. 

Sincerely your friend, 
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LETTER XXX1J. 

My dear , 

iiiE next subject to wliicli I have to call \our at- 
tention is tlio sufficiency of ChrLTs sacrifice of Him. 
self for tlie sins of mankind, which renders IT is one obla- 
tion a perfect redemption and consentient] v does awav 
with the necessity of any other sacrifice. The Romish 
Church considers, as it sa\s, that the real bodily pre- 
sence is contained in tlie elements of the bread and wine, 
tlm> making the Lords supper each time they partake 
of that sacrament another offering up of Christ for sin; 
whereas we, denying such superstition, and holding the 
Lords supper as He instituted it, Hie commemoration 
only of that great saeiifice, declare our belief in the 
sufficiency of II is one oblation. This may appear to have 
been already treated on and proved in a former article, 
and so it lias ; but \ou mud bear in mind they were 
drawn up originally not merely as bonds of union for 
ourselves, but in opposition, to the errors of Popery; 
therefore it v. as necessary to form particular and positive 
articles against tho^e corruptions which appeared to the 
more enlightened reformers (called in scripture “ wit- 
nesses” to divine truth) to he the most dangerous faults, 
and those which that errimr church held most tena- 
ciously. This consideration will he sufficient explanation 
for the requisition of another article, which otherwise 
would have been a needless repetition. 

Article XXXI. 

et Of the one oh/at ion of Christ finished nptm the cross/* 

Art. XXX /. — “ The offering of Christ once made is 
/hat perfect n demplion, propitiation , and satisfaction for 
o 12 
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all the sins of the whole world both original ami actual , 
and there is none other satisfaction for sin, but that alone : 
wherefore the sacrifices of masses in the which it was 
commonly said that the Priest did offer Christ for the 
quick and the dead to have remission of pain or guilt , were 
blasphemous fables and dangerous deceits 

The pernicious and unscripturaJ doctrine of masses 
for the dead, by which the Roman Church acquires a 
considerable degree of wealth, receives a downfall in 
this article ; that sacramental rites and prayer perform- 
ed by priests could be beneficial in ameliorating the 
condition of the departed soul were fables held by this 
corrupted church, but we have already given abundant 
proof, in the examination of the article concerning pur- 
gatory, that any such change after death does not take 
place, but is most rontraiy to the divine character of the 
Gospel. It is declaring that Christ’s death is an imperfect 
satisfaction; whereas we read in the word of Cod that 
“ the blood of Jesus Christ U is Son cleansetli us from all 
sin* ;" and if this blood is sufficient our High Priest 
Jesus Christ, “ who is consecrated for evermore," and is 
“ made a surety of a better testament" than that of the* 
old law, which consisted in “ordinances," “rites," 
“ ceremonies" and “ sacrifices" typical of Him who was 
to come, “ needeth not daily as those High Priests to 
offer up sacrifices," “for this He did once when lie 
offered up IIimself'| ," and “ put away sin by the sacri- 
fice of Himself];." In this oblation He hath accom- 
plished for us a perfect redemption, for God Himself 
hath declared that “ whosoever believeth in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting life," “ for God sent 

* 1 John i. 7. t Hob. vii. 22, 27, 28. 

$ Hob. ix. 2G. 
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not His Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
that the world through Him might be saved ;” “ He that 
believcth on Him is not condemned hut he that believeth 
not is condemned already/* and “ shall not see life but 
the wrath of God ahideth on Him*.” In Him also we 
have an effectual propitiation. “ Jf any man sin we have 
an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righ- 
teous, and lie is the propitiation for our sins ; and not 
for ours only, hut also for the sins of the whole worldf,” 
This sacrifice is also a perfect satisfaction; for wc 
are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus 
Christ “once for all;” St. Paul then goes on to describe 
how the sacrifices made by priests under the old law 
could not take away sins, and adds, “ hut this man after 
lie had offered one sacrifice for sins, for ever sat down 
at the right hand of God;” “ for by one offering he hath 
perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” And 
again lie even more forcibly declares, “ there remaineth 
no more sacrifice for sins,” for where “ remission of these 
is, there is no more offering for pint.” We who con- 
fess, therefore, and believe that we have remission only 
through Christ’s death cannot hold with any other sacri- 
ficial offerings ; we deny all possibility of repentance 
after death ; wc utterly reject any efficacy in the 
prayers of the church for those departed tins life as unbe- 
lievers, and wc refuse to consider the sacrament of the 
Lord’s supper in any other light than as a commemo- 
rative act instituted by Christ to show fortli His death, 
a means of obtaining the grace and assistance of God, 
and as a communion of fellowship and Jove between 
His followers. And now, my dear , each ar- 

* John iii. 16, 17, 18, 36. f 1 John n. 1, 2. 

$ Heb. x. 10, 12, 14, 18, 26. * 
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tide relating to the sacraments is finished. Our church 
lias wisely seen fit to be peculiarly explicit on their 
nature and use, for the express purpose, as I have before 
mentioned, of declaring her faith in opposition to the 
dangerous conceits of the church of Rome, from which 
she has separated ; on the subject of the Lord's sup- 
per and the infallibility of the church originated its 
principal errors ; it became necessary therefore to be 
particular on these points in the formation of our Ar- 
ticles. 1 trust you see no room for doubt, but that 
your faith has received additional strength from their 
contemplation, and that the reasonableness and simplici- 
ty of our tenets, as well as the beautiful harmony of our 
excellent liturgy, has become more and more apparent 
to you ; so will you joiu in its services with increasing 
proiit to yourself and acceptance with your God. 

I am, anxiously your friend, 

LETTER XXXIII. 

My dear , 

Again are we brought to observe the care taken by 
our church to counteract the errors of the Romish 
Church and her provision for the comfort of her mi- 
nisters in discovering the vain conceits of it, and in 
forbidding to lay upon them a yoke not required of 
God but rather repugnant to 11 is laws, I mean that of 
denying them the liberty to marry or not, as they may 
deem expedient. 

Article XXXI I. 

“ Of the Marriage of Priests'* 

Art. XXXII . — “ Bishops , Priests and Deacons are not 
commanded by God's law either to vow the estate of 
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single life, or to abstain from marriage; therefore it is 
lawful for l ham as for all oilier Christian men to marry at 
their own discretion , as they shall judge the same to serve 
better to godliness ” 

If we look to the Mosaic Dispensation for a guidance 
as to the lawfulness of marriage for God’s peculiar 
servants, the ministers of Ilis Word, we shall find the 
denial of such liberty to he plainly contrary to the 
intention and mercy of God which required that 
the priests should be all lineally descended from one 
tribe and even one family of that tribe. Moses him- 
self, their great law-giver and the type of Christ, was 
married ; so also was Aaron, and so were all the Levitical 
priests in general. If we turn to the first period of the 
Gospel Dispensation all doubt must fade away, for we 
find our Blessed Saviour shewing no preference in the 
choice of single men for Ilis disciples. St. Peter was a 
married man, and yet lie was one of those three who 
were peculiarly favoured by His choosing them to be 
with Him in Ilis most private acts of mercy, at His 
transfiguration on the mount and in Ilis hour of deep- 
est agony in the garden ; and St. Paul must have been 
aware of the extent of Ins liberty, for he speaks of his 
“ power to lead about a sister, a wife,” if he pleases “ as 
well as the other Apostles and as the brethren of the 
Lord and Cephas*,” and gives divers directions for the 
conduct of Bishops and their wives saying, “ a Bishop 
then must he blameless, the husband of one wife,” and 
“ let the Deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling 
their children and their own houses well| .” Here is 
sufficient evidence of the custom and carefulness of mar- 
riage among the earliest Apostles and ministers ; we may 
* 1 Cor. ix, 5. t 1 Tun. in.* 2, 12. 
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therefore conclude with St. Paul that “ marriage is 
honourable in all*.” The Romish Church had an ob- 
ject worthy of herself when she forbad this liberty 
among her clergy; she saw that by so doing she should 
condense their interests into one body, and so enforced 
this law to bind together and aggrandize her own 
wealth, as well as increase the respect of the lower 
orders by making the clergy appear as beings of a su- 
perior kind, who neither lived nor were disposed to live 
as other men : the bad effects of such a law were felt 
and acknowledged as history abundantly shews, and we 
as Christians following the Apostles’ doctrine and prac- 
tice have done away with it, believing it a departure 
from the faith, which St. Paul foretells would come 
to pass in “ the latter times,” “ when some shall 
depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing 
spirits, and doctrines of devils ; speaking lies in hy- 
pocrisy; having their conscience seared with a liot 
iron; forbidding to marry and commanding to abstain 
from meats which God hath created to be received 
with thanksgiving of them which believe and know 
the truthf.” Alas this is but too faithful a picture of the 
Romish Church in all its particulars. May you who are 
born and educated in one so much more merciful and 
so evidently more in union with Him “ who will have 
mercy and not sacrifice,” devote yourself seriously and 
assiduously to its service, and pray for the enlightening 
and casing of your suffering brethren under the Popish 
yoke. 

Believe me ever faithfully your friend. 


Refer to Exod. iii. 1, 28 ; Num. xii. 1 — 16. 

* Ileb. xiii. 14. t 1 Tim. iv. 1. 2. 3. 
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My dear — -» , 

Confessing as wc do that wink on earth, no body ot 

men can he free from sin, ami that it will appear even 
in the regenerate and but too often prevails, it becomes 
necessary, in order to preserve the Church of Christ 
as pure as possible, that notice should he taken of the 
members belonging to it who behave im.-uilablv to its 
perfect tenets, that Christians may separate from all 
such for the purpose of keeping themselves pure, and 
also that, hv thus showing their abhorrence of sin, such 
persons may be brought to see their sinfulness, and by 
the grace of God may be reclaimed from persisting in 
iniquity ; this then forms the subject of the next At tide. 


Article XXXI IT. 

“ Of excommunicute persons, horn they are to be avoided. * * 
Art . XXXI IJ . — “ That person ir/iirh by open denun- 
ciation of the Church is rightly cut off from the unity of 
the Church and excommunicated, ought to be token of the 
whole multitude of the faithful as an Ural hen and Publican 
until he be openly reconciled by penance , and received into 
the church by a judge that hath authority thereunto .** 

The reasonableness and expediency of this proceed- 
ing must be evident to evciy thinking mind, and great- 
ly is it to be lamented that our church lias fallen out 
of the habit of abiding by this rule. Its disuse may be 
accounted for by the abuse of this power which pre- 
vailed in the Romish Church, which has caused us in 
throwing off her rigour to fall into the opposite ex- 
treme \ we find it was considered as the duty of minis- 
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tors in the limes of the Apostles, openly find publicly 
to rebuke those who lived in sin, nml to put out from 
among 1 the faithful those who did wickedly. St. Paul 
desires, when giving his advice concerning the person 
who disgraced his profession of Christian, and who 
brought reproach upon the Corinthian Church, that “ in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye arc ga- 
thered together, and my spirit with the power of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to deliver such a one unto Satan 
for the destruction of the flesh that the spirit may 
he saved in the day of the Lord Jesus,” adding, 
“ now I have written unto you not to keep company, 
if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or 
covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or 
an extortioner, with such a one, no, not to eat,”- put 
away from among yourselves that wicked person*,” And 
again he writes to the Tin ssalonians, '■ now wo com- 
mand you brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that 
walketh disorderly, and not after thetradilion which he re- 
ceived of us,” — “ for e\on when we were with you this 
we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither 
should he cat,” and “ if any man obey not our word by 
this epistle note that man and have no company with 
him that lie may be ashamed |\” And to Titus he gives 
this advice, “a man that is an heretic after the first and 
second admonition, reject* and the lawfulness of the 
Church in this respect we may argue from the words of 
our Lord himself, “ if he neglect to hear the Church, let 
him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publicau§.” Hut 
this power was not to be exercised without “ the spirit 

* 1 Cor. v. II, 13. I Tit. in. 10. 

t 2 Tilths, in. 0, 10, N, § Matt, xviii, 17. 
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of meekness*,” that such persons who hud been taken 
captive might “ recover themselves out of the snare of 
the devil And surely if undertaken properly this is a 
most useful preventive of evil, and we ought not to hesi- 
tate to give it into the hands of God’s Ministers consi- 
dering what St. Paul says, “ obey them th.it have the 
rule over you and submit yourselves, for they watch for 
your souls as they that must give account \ and if they 
reallv do thus watch over the souls of their Hock they 
must in the conscientious discharge of their duty, rebuke 
the sinful, and if need be (that is, if he will not repent but 
goes on obstinately in notorious bad living) put him out 
from among the faithful and deny him those blessed 
pri\ilegcs which a communion in the Lord’s supper 
atfords. This is the express duty of every Minister, and 
much is it to be regretted that they do not more strictly 
follow it up ; the effort would be replete with advantage 
to the purity of the Church, hear of publicity, shame 
before others, might deter many from sin when no better 
feeling inllueneed them ; and when the evil was thus 
carefully rooted out, good would most probably spring up ; 
faithful Christians would be encouraged and many might 
be led to follow their example until a worthier motive 
should be implanted, and by degrees the congregation of 
each Paririi Church would be refined and purified. Such 
card ulness would not only redound to the good of the 
people hut would he “ a crown of rejoicing” “in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ,” to all such faithful 
shepherds. That it might please God to increase the 
number of those Pastors who are faithful in their high 
calling, should he your earnest prayer; pray for the 
ambassadors of God’s word, and especially for him under 
* (jdl. vi, 1. t 2 Tim. in 2*5. \ Hub. xiii. 17. 
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whom God has seen fit to place you, that fearless of the 
reproach of men cadi may follow the direction of St, 
Paul : “ Study to show thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed*/* 

Yours sincerely, 


LETTER XXXV. 

Mv DEAR , 

Wk now find an article to determine whether it is ne- 
cessary that the government of Churches in every place 
should be alike, and how far their dissimilarity is lawful 
and consistent with the Gospel intention of Christ’s 
followers, all forming but one body. I wall transcribe 
the article before I enter into its scope and meaning. 

Article XXXIV. 

“ Of the Traditions of the Church' ' 

Art. XXXI V . — “ It is not necessary that Traditions and 
Ceremonies he in all places , one, and utterly like ; for at 
all times they have few divers and may be changed according 
to the diversities of countries , times, and men's manners, so 
that nothing be ordained against God's Woj'd. Whosoever 
through his private judgment willingly and purposely , doth 
openly break the traditions and ceremonies of the Church 
which be not repugnant to the Word of God and be ordained 
and approved by common authority , ought to be rebuked 
openly (that others may fear to do the like) as he that offend - 
sth against the common order of the Church and hurteth 
* 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
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the authority of the Magistrate and woundeth the consciences 
of the weak brethren . — Every particular or national Church 
hath authority to ordain , change and abolish, ceremonies or 
rites of the Church ordained only by mans authority, so that 
all things be done to edifying ” 

As to tlic authority of the Church concerning ceremo- 
nies, its government and discipline, we have already seen 
by the XXth article that it is lawful and right that it 
should decree and change whatever (being of man’s autho- 
rity alone) is expedient for the advantage of the different 
places in which it may be placed. It is not necessary that 
in every particular each Church should be alike in its forms 
and habits, provided the mutual love and universal fellow- 
ship of the Church of Christ he kept entire. A body of 
men composed of different nations may be one in spirit, 
and in truth, without necessarily having every little out- 
ward form and rite the same ; indeed it is incompatible 
with the state of the world that every Church should be 
alike in these points, although it is earnestly to be desired 
as much as possible to retain a unity and resemblance. 
The dangerous consequences of each man’s using his 
private judgment, (which probably differs in trifles and 
about forms, as the constitution of the body is unlike in 
different men, so the private feelings may, taking a tinc- 
ture from the constitution, differ ;) and changing with 
every opinion, would lead to endless disputes and con- 
fusion about matters immaterial to the vital part of 
Christianity. It is therefore judged advantageous by our 
Church, and commanded in Scripture for the peace of that 
body, and the advantage and comfort of its Pastors, 
" obey them that have the rule over you, and submit your- 
selves, for they watch for your souls as they that must give 
account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief, 

p 
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for that is unprofitable for you*/' It is not unfrequently 
the case that some Christians see things in a clearer light 
than others, who are equally sincere, but whose stronger 
judgment is a stumbling block towards the weaker ; it 
is then the duty of the more enlightened to be tender 
and not to make a brother offend, “ for the kingdom of 
God is" “ righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghostf/* St. Paul felt doubtless the mischief of such 
divisions when he said, “ let every soul be subject unto 
the higher powers, for there is no power but of God ; 
the powers that be are ordained of God}:/' And he com- 
manded the Corinthians who were inclined to confusion 
when he was absent from them, “ if any man seem to 
be contentious we have no such custom, neither the 
Churches of God§." He especially charges them that 
they should not make their liberty a stumbling-block to 
the weak, arguing “ through thy knowledge shall the 
weak brother perish for whom Christ died ? but when 
ve sin so against the brethren and wound their weak 
conscience ye sin against Christ||." “ Let us therefore 
follow after the things which make for peace and 
tilings wherewith one may edify another**." Such is 
our duty and much for the advantage of the Church ; 
all are not strong in Christ, but require to be fed “ with 
milk as babes," being, “ unskilful in the word of righte- 
ousness." “ Strong meat belongeth to them that are of 
full age, even those who by reason of use have their 
senses exercised to discern good and evilft/* Neverthe- 
less the weak brother is as acceptable unto God, as the 
stronger ; “ for if there be first a willing mind it is 
accepted according to that a man hath, and not accord- 

* Hob. xiii. 17. . § 1 Cor. xi. 16. 

t llom. xiv. 17. || 1 Cor. viii. 11, 12. 

£ Itom. xiii. I. ** Horn. xiv. 19. 

ft Ileb. v. 13, 14 ; see 1 Cor. iii. 1, 2. 
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mg to that he hath not*.’* It is required that the best 
powers be given unto God, but what may be the best in 
one, may be the weakest in another ; so there can be 
no rule of measurement for any to judge by but them- 
selves. We must exert every power and bring every 
talent into use in the service of God ; we must “ press 
toward the mark,” with all our energies, “ for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus,” and 
strengthen the weak, bearing their burthens, “ submit- 
ting ourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's 
sakef,” and bringing our stronger minds down to the 
simplicity of a little child’s in all that is deemed expedi- 
ent, so that we offend not the brethren. 

Ever consider me sincerely your friend. 

Refer to 1 Kings xii. xiii. 


LETTER XXXVI. 

My dear , 

The next article relates to the Homilies, which are 
writings similar to our sermons and which were ordered 
to be read in the Churches in their stead, immediate- 
ly after the Reformation ; they point very decidedly 
against the errors of Popery, then prevailing, and in fact 
it was chiefly on this account that they were directed to 
be read at that time, because the minds of the clergy 
were not sufficiently settled, and many of them were 
deemed insufficient on account of their partiality 
and fear of persecution ; these things hindered their 
preaching the gospel with boldness and sincerity against 

f 1 Pet. ii. 13, 


• 2 Cor. viii. 12. 
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the doctrines of the Church from which they had so 
recently separated. Now let us examine the decrees of 
our Church regarding 1 their sermons, or lectures. 

Article XXXV. 

“ Of the Homilies 

Art. XXXV. — The second bool: of Homilies , the 
several titles whereof we have joined under this article , doth 
contain a godly and wholesome doctrine and necessary for 
these times as doth the former bdblc of Homilies which were 
set forth in th ° time of Edward the VI th , and therefore we 
judge them to be read in Churches by the Ministers diligently 
and distinctly that they may be understated of the peo- 
pled* 

“ Of' th * Names of th » Homilies d ' 

1. “ Of the right use of the Churchd* 

2. “ Against pvdl of Idolatry d* 

3. “ Of repairing a. id keeping dean of C hurries ” 

4. “Of good Works, first of fasting d* 

5. “ Against gluttony and drunkenness d * 

6. 44 Against excess of apparel d* 

7. “ Of prayer d* 

8. “ Of the place and time of prayer d* 

f). “That common prayers and sacraments ought to be 
ministered in a known tongue d* 

10. 44 Of the reverend estimation of God* s wordd ' 

11. “Of alms-doing . * * 

12. “Of the nativity of Christ d* 

13. “Of the passion of Christ d* 

14. “ Of the resun 'eel ion of Christ . * * 

15. “ Of the worthy receiving of the sacrament of the 
body and blood of Christ d* 
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16. “ Of the gifts of the Ilohj Ghost ” 

17. “ For the Rogation days.” 

18. “ Of the state of matrimony ” 

19. “ Of Repentance. 9 ' 

20. “ Against Idleness ” 

21. “ Against Rebellion 

It is only necessary to read these Homilies attentively 
to discover liow purely scriptural arc the doctrines therein 
contained. To attempt to give even a sketch of each 
would extend this letter too far and exhaust your 
patience. I certainly recommend them to your notice as 
containing a beautiful code of Christian duty and prac- 
tice, which will amply repay your trouble in reading 
them ; Ihr time® have gone by for th iir being absolutely 
requisite , at least the orrnm they p irlicularly reprobate 
ire not so probable to arise now formerly. How far we 
hawireason to dread their rc-enteriugtheCliureh ofChrist, 
Cod onlv knows. Our clergy arc not however ignorant 
of the dangerous consequences of such practices at this 
period, and it is earnestly to be hoped they will not be 
idle in teaching the people the true and only acceptable 
faith. The Homilies are excellent patterns for sermons, 
and fervently may we desire that our Christian Pastors 
may put forth the Word of Godwitli the like sincerityand 

boldness which they evince. Adieu, my dear ; 

that you may be blessed by being placed under the care 
of a faithful Minister of Christ is the earnest hope of 
Your ailcetionate friend. 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

My dear , 

With respect to the following Article, which con- 
cerns the spirituality, of the form of consecrating our 
clergy to their Holy office, it is doubtless of impor- 
tance for us to feel that it is according to God's word, 
and therefore it has been made an article of our church, 
that such as arc ordained by a certain book set forth 
for that purpose, arc rightly ordained, as it is expressed. 

Artic le XXXVI. 

“ Of Consecration of Bishops and Ministers. 

Art. XXXVI . — “ The Book of Consecration of Arch- 
bishops and Bishops and Ordfring of Priests and Beacons 
lately set forth in the time of bid word the 074, and confirmed 
at the same time by authority of Parliament , doth contain 
all things necessary to su<‘h Consecration and Ordering ; 
neither hath it any f: i.<g that oj itself is superstitious and 
ungodly. And therefore xrhosoeccr arc consecrated or or- 
dered according to the Riles of that book since the : 2nd year 
of the fore-named King bid ward unto this time, or hereafter 
shall be consecrated or ord • red according to the same Rites , 
we deem all such to be rightly , orderly , and lawfully cojise- 
crated and ordered ” 

Fully to ascertain for yourself how far the form of 
ordination is according to Scriptural doctrine, it would 
be necessary for you to examine it, and it is sometimes 
placed in the Book of Common Prayer (particularly in 
old ones) as we may suppose, for the satisfaction of 
any who wish to look into it. The form we use in this 
ceremony is that of prayer with laying on of hands, by 
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which it is designed to shew forth the dedicating or 
devoting the person to God’s peculiar service ; and 
invoking* the Holy Ghost to rest upon him, guiding, 
and assisting him in all his Minhlcrial duties. We 
have the custom of the apostles for our example in this 
respect, when they appointed the seven Deacons men- 
tioned in the Acts, when “ the whole multitude” pleased 
with the proposition of having men selected by those 
holy men to teach and take charge of them, “ set” certain 
men “ before the apostles, and when they had prayed 
they laid their hands on them A” Thus were “ llama- 
has and Saul” separated “ for the work,” bv the imme- 
diate command of the spirit, and when the prophets and 
teachers, “ hud fasted and prayed, and laid their hands 
on them, they sent them awuy|\” St. Paul mentions 
this custom of laying on of hands in ordination of 
Ministers to Timothy more than once, as wc have 
already noticed in the proof of the XXVth article, when 
wc considered the nature of orders ; wo may therefore 
conclude that such as are thus ordained to the ministry 
of the word, arc truly accepted by God as II is peculiar 
servants of the sanctuary, and arc to be received as 
“ ambassadors for Christ as though God did beseech you 
by” them to he “ reconciled” to llim|. Jt, is of .the 
greatest importance both tor our own sakos as well as 
for the furtherance of the gospel that w*c look up to those 
who are so ordained, with respect and becoming reve- 
rence ; and it must he surely evident to you of wliat 
benefit it is for us to have a certain fixed form by which 
to appoint these ministers, for if every man might take 
“this honour unto himself” the confusion which would 
arise must he endless, and the disputes and irregularities 
* Acts vi. 6, f Acts Jtiii, 1, 2, 0. i 2 Car. v. 20. 
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of such proceeding inevitable, to the injury of the recep- 
tion of divine truth. It is therefore a subject for thank- 
fulness to God (who has transmitted a form by the con- 
duct of His first gospel teacher*) that we have such ; and 
as infallibility is not held by our pure Church, we must 
continue to pray earnestly that He " will so guide and 
govern the minds of his servants, the Bishops and Pastors 
of His flock, that they may make choice of fit persons to 
serve in the sacred Ministry of His Church, and that He 
will give His grace and heavenly benediction to all such 
as shall be ordained to any holy function ; that both by 
their life and doctrine they may set forth Ilis glory and 
set forward the salvation of all men ; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” 

And believe me, 

Your attached friend. 


Refer to Exod. xxix. xxxix. ; Nuin. viii. 


LETTER XXXVIII. 

My dear , 

We now come to our duty towards t : ie king as his 
subjects, and to magistrates or civil olticcrs appointed by 
our sovereign for the welfare and happiness of his peo- 
ple and the country in general. It is thus fixed by our 
Church. 


Article XXXVII. 

“ Of the Civil Magistrates ” 

Art . XXXVII . — “ The King* s Majesty hath the chief 
power in this Realm of England and other his Dominions, 



ON THE THIRTY- SEVENTH ARTICLE. 


161 


unto whom the chief Government of all Estates of this Realm t 
whether they be Ecclesiastical or Civil , in all causes doth 
appertain , and is not nor ought to be subject to any 
foreign Jurisdiction . Where we attribute to the King's 
Majesty the chief government, by which titles we understand 
the minds of some slanderous folks to be offended ; we give 
not to our Princes the ministering either of God's Word, or 
of the Sacraments the which thing the injunctions also lately 
set forth by Elizabeth our Queen do most plainly tes- 
tify ; but that only prerogative which we see to have been 
given always to all godly Princes in holy Scriptures by God 
Himself ; that is, that they should rule all states and de- 
grees committed to their charge by God, whether they be 
Ecclesiastical or Temporal, and restrain with the civil sword 
the stubborn and evil-doers. 

" The Bishop of Rome hath no jurisdiction in this Realm 
of England. 

“ The laws of the Realm may punish Christian men with 
death for heinous and grievous offences. 

“It is lawful for Christian men , at the commandment of 
the Magistrate , to wear weapons , and serve in the wars.” 

This article was drawn up with much reference to 
the casting of Y entirely the domination of the Pope ; we 
have therefore given our reigning monarch, the charge 
of the Church in his kingdoms, and have made him 
ruler and governor over it as far as man’s authority can 
extend. Scripture points out to us our duty in respect 
to our lawful sovereign in the plainest terms : our Lord 
Himself not only showed Ilis own subjection to an 
earthly king, but commanded, “ render therefore unto 
Caesar the things which be Caesar’s,” yet that this might 
not infringe on our duty to God, lie adds, *“ and unto 
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God the things which be God’s*. 1 St. Paul directs 
obedience to all civil magistrates : “ Put them in mind/' 
he writes to Titus, “ to be subject to principalities and 
powers, to obey magistrates'!' /' To the Romans he also 
writes, " Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers “ the powers that be are ordained of God, "’and 
he adds, “ for he beareth not the sword in vainj; con- 
sequently we may judge it lawful that the sword or pun- 
ishment be used toward offenders (though they be in- 
cluded in the profession of Christian men) who com- 
mit heinous crimes. St. Peter is even more explicit : 
“ Submit yourselves," says he, <f to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord's sake ; whether it be to the king as 
supreme ; or unto governors as unto them that are sent 
by him for the punishment of evil-doers, and for the 
praise of them that do wdl§." We may also argue 
from our blessed Lord’s answer to the soldier who 
demanded of Him saying, “ and what shall we do ?" 
that He permits their profession even among His fol- 
lowers, for He did not reprove their calling or business* 
but merely advised them how to bear themselves well in 
it, answering, “ Do violence to no man, neither accuse 
any falsely, and be content with your wages]]." Doubt- 
less He knew the causes there would be for wars (much 
as His gentle nature must have deprecated them), and 
aware of the dreadful state His people would in all 
possibility be brought into if not permitted to de- 
fend themselves. He mercifully allowed it. As regards 
the jurisdiction of the pope in this realm wc utterly 
disclaim it, as we in no place of scripture find that 

* Luke xx. 23. J Rom. xiii. 1 — 4. 

f Tit.iii. 1. $ 1 Pet. ii. 13,14. 


H Luke iii. 14. 
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St. Peter (from whom they pretend to descend, and 
take their supremacy) was exalted over the rest of 
his fellow-apostles; in fact, we find he was con- 
tended against by them in some instances*. His na- 
turally extreme impetuosity of disposition had led him 
into* an unadvised act, for although an inspired man, he 
was still a human creature and subject to the influence 
of his nature, and St. Paul ‘"withstood him to the face 
at Antioch, because he was to be blamed [ this does not 
look like superiority over the rest. It is from a false 
construction of these memorable words of our Lord that 
this notion is sometimes attempted to be maintained : 
'* And I say also unto thee, that thou art Peter, and 
upon this rock I will build my Church ; and the gates 
of Hell shall not prevail against it. And 1 will give 
unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven ; and what- 
soever thou slialt bind oil earth, shall be bound in hea- 
ven ; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven}: but wo must not so carelessly re- 
view His words ; it is necessary that we examine into 
the causes for this speech, and into the subject on which 
he is descanting. The former part of this memorable 
sentence (from which the Romish Church argues her 
infallibility) was spoken by Jesus in allusion to faith, 
and confession of Himself : it was spoken at the conclu- 
sion of is questioning Ilis disciples as to the opinion 
men entertained concerning llim ; and on their relating 
to Him the various notions then in circulation regarding 
His character and person, He turned to His own chosen 
twelve with the simple and affecting appeal, “ But 
whom say ye that I am ?” Simon Peter answered and said, 

“ Thou art Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus 

* Acts xi. 2. f Gal. ii. 11. t Matt. xvi. 18, 19. 
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“ blessed him,” for this noble and bold confession of iiia 
faith, and then declared lie would build His Church 
upon this faith, as upon a rock which the gates of hell 
could not prevail against. The name of Peter or Cephas 
is, being interpreted, a stone, or rock, and is not unaptly 
appropriated to the man whose bold energy so often 
made him strong to confess his Lord ; the latter part of 
the sentence is repeated to the Apostles in another 
place, and merely relates to the power which was to be 
given them after his ascension, to enact laws in the for- 
mation of the Church by the assistance of the Holy 
Ghost. The keys of heaven were then given to all the 
Apostles to bind or loose* though we arc not wrong in 
ascribing them in a more eminent degree to Peter, who 
actually opened the kingdom of heaven by being the 
first to preach the Gospel after the resurrection, both to 
Jews and Gentilesf; and we may consider this espe- 
cial favour as a reward or token of our Lord’s pardon 
of his denial, and a proof of Ills acceptance of his for- 
ward and affectionate confession. He was the first to 
acknowledge Him as the Son of God ; and He was thus 
allowed to be the first to testify of Him to tlie world. 
I trust it is now made perfectly clear to you, my dear 

, and that you do not feel disposed to give this 

one Apostle an unjust pre-eminence, who though espe- 
cially honored was still subject to the passions of men, and 
who more than once called down upon himself the severe 
reproof of the same divine Master} ; one instance of which 
is recorded immediately after the approving remark of 
his Holy Lord, as if the praise he had just received 
made him forget his dependant state. Indeed it is but 

• Witt, xviii. 18. t Acts ii. 14 ; x xi. 

X Matt. xvi. 23. See also Mark viii. 33, and Luke iv. 8, 
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natural to imagine that the same warm energetic feeling 
which prompted his lively affection towards his Master, 
would lead him into other extremes ; he felt quickly and 
strongly, and thus it ever happens : each disposition bears 
with it, its own peculiar frailty ; the strong disciple — 
the ‘bold, enthusiastic, energetic, affectionate Peter was 
the only one who absolutely denied the Saviour*; how 
little we should have suspected him of cowardice at the 
time when he made his noble confession, and yet how 
weak is man ! The courageous Peter, so jealous of his 
Master’s honour, at one time, was as visibly alive to his 
own danger at another ; that he was forgiven we have 
abundant reason to be certain of, and his repentance 
was as bitter, as his knowledge of sin, with his ardent 
love to the Saviour could render it, and afterwards 
his ministry continued firm and constant unto the end, 
even to its termination by martyrdom. This review of 
St. Peter’s character and failing may he considered a 
sufficient proof of his fallibility, and it positively throws 
down all idea of his being superior over the rest of 
his brethren, the Apostles. But let us regard this 
interesting history of Peter, not only as it concerns the 
Church in general, but as applicable to each individual 
person. It is full of instruction and warning, and while 
it teaches us the blessed reward we may hope for, if we 
boldly confess the Lord Jesus, it also reminds us of 
the frailtv of the strongest natural mind, and bids us 
keep ever present to our memory, that even to one 
of Peter’s fine and energetic kind there are its own 
peculiar temptations which can only be guarded against 
by double vigilance in ourselves, and by the power of the 
* Matt. xxvi. G9— 75. Al&o Maik xiv. GO— 72, and Luke xxii. 
54—62. 

Q 
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Holy Spirit. The unrenewed nature is enmity against 
God. Satan will strive to " sift such as wheat,” for he 
has only to attack the feelings and affections of such to 
gain his point. Peter’s affections were quicker than 
those of the other disciples, and our Lord warned him of 
his approaching danger ; but as if to comfort and support 
him added, “ when thou art converted strengthen thy 
brethren* ;” he was not then “ converted,” at this time ; 
his heart was untouched by the saving power of the spirit ; 
his feelings were excited hut he was as yet vnrenewed . 
How vivid a picture is here shewn of every unregenerated 
heart, and how much should it induce each person 
who fancies he is safe “ to try and examine himself” 
lest like Peter he may he following in the train of his 
Master’s servants, depending on his own strength, and 
unconverted. Peter denied the possibility of his forsak- 
ing his Lord, and he fell into the very crime he depreca- 
ted. Yet it was but for a time, for Christ “ had prayed 
for him,” that his “ faith” “ should not” uttorlv “ fail.” 
.Beautiful efficacy of the Saviour’s prayers ! Follow this 
pardoned Apostle to the end, and see how truly he labour- 
ed and suffered for his faith. The weak Peter became 
strong, and the ardent, self-confident Peter, humble ; and 
though the natural man was not entirely subdued (for 
while on earth who can put off the infirmities of the 
flesh ?) yet he was converted and boldly confessed his 
Lord even among his persecutors and destroyers. 
Reflect often upon this interesting and instructive his- 
tory. May it be found by von replete with advantage. 

Believe me. 

Your faithful friend, 


* Luke x vii. 31, 32, 
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Refer to 2 Kings xii. 7 ; xxiii. 21 ; l Cliron. xvi. 4 ; 
xxiii. 6; xxviii. 21; 2 Chron. viii. 14; xvii. 8, 9; 
xxvi. 17 — 20; xxx., xxxi. ; Isa. xlix. 23. 


LE r ITER XXX IX. 

My dear , 

In treating on the following article I do not antici- 
pate that many could be found to disapprove or doubt 
its justice and safety ; the very fact of its being other- 
wise than is therein expressed would be a cause of end- 
less ruin to both nations and individuals, and idleness 
and misery would be the result. The Church therefore 
wisely foreseeing the danger of the idle taking from the 
industrious, and thus falsely applying the early practices, 
(caused by that peculiar situation of affairs in general, 
and the necessities of those who were called to labour for 
the gospel,) to the present times, lias provided for the 
comfort and security of her members, by not allowing 
their goods to be considered common to the use of any, 
to whom they arc not voluntarily proffered by the right- 
ful possessors. 


Article XXXVIII. 

“ Of Christian mcn*s goods which are not common .” 

Art. XXXV11L . — “ The riches and goods of Christians 
are not common as touching the right , title, and possession 
of the same , as certain Anabaptists do falsely boast . Not- 
withstanding every man ought of such things as he possess - 
eth, liberally to give alms to the poor according to his abi- 
lity.” 

Q 2 
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Although it certainly was the practice among the first 
Christians toprovide for the poor, and for the Church, by 
selling all they possessed and laying it at the Apostle’s 
feet, yet it as certainly was never an act of necessity or 
compulsion ; it was voluntary as we see by St. Peter’s 
reproof and argument with Ananias, who endeavoured to 
deceive the Apostles in the price lie had received for his 
land, desiring to appear eager in the cause of religion by 
applying his riches, as many zealous Christians had done, 
for the benefit and furtherance of the Gospel. “ Whiles 
it remained,” said St. Peter, “ was it not thine own ? 
and after it was sold was it not in thine own power* ?” 
shewing there was no compulsion in such a proceeding. 
He might do so or not as seemed best or most pleasing 
to him, but to pretend a zeal he did not feel, to act from 
the desire of vainglory as a man-pleascr, was sin, and for 
this he was punished. Yet the giving of alms is not 
only a sacrifice well pleasing in the eyes of God, but it 
is a duty inculcated in Scripture : “ Give alms of sucli 
things as ye havef,” says our blessed Lord; and again 
St. Paul directs Timothy to “ charge them that are rich 
in this world that they he not high-minded, nor trust 
in uncertain riches but in the living God, who giveth 
us richly all tilings to enjoy ; that they do good, that 
they he rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to 
communicate}:;” and although our goods are our own and 
may not he taken from us even for purposes of charity ; 
yet it is our duty and one for which we arc promised a 
reward, to “give alms,” for “ blessed,” says our Lord, 
“ is he that considcrcth the poor ; the Lord will deliver 
him in time of trouble§.” Then with faith “cast thy 

* Acts v. 4. f I Tim. vi. 17, 18. 

f Lu'cc xi. 41. § Ts. xli. 1. 
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bread upon the waters ; for thou slialt find it again 
though “ after many days*.” If we would indeed ex- 
perience the blessedness of the kingdom of heaven we 
must especially exercise charity towards our distressed 
brethren, which Christ has promised shall be received as 
if done to himselff ; and what though our means be 
sihall and our power circumscribed ; lie who knoweth 
our necessities will accept the widow's mite with the 
same mercy and approval as the rich man’s offering!; for 
lie looketh to the heart, and “a cup of cold water'* 
given in the spirit of Christian love and for the gospel's 
sake, will “ in no wise lose its reward}.” 

Ever believe me. 

Your sincere friend. 

Refer to 2 Chron. ii. ; Ezra. i. 4. 


LETTER -XL. 


My dear > 

We have now only to consider the last remaining 
article which has been wisely framed in order to meet 
a scruple which may naturally arise from a deep sense 
of the purity of Christ’s religion, and liis express com- 
mand against common swearing, or oaths, and to prove 
to the tender conscience that it is lawful to take an oath 
when required by the magistrate for the good of society 
in general. 

* Eccles. xi. 1. t Matt, xxv 40. 

X I.uke xxi. 4. Mark xii. 41, 44. § Malt. x. 42. 
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Article XXXIX. 

“ Of a Christian mans oath'' 

Art. XXXIX . — “ As ire confess that vain and rash 
siren ring is forbidden Christian men by our Lord Jesus 
Christ and James his Apostle, so ire judge that Christian 
religion doth not prohibit but that a man may swear when 
the magistrate reqnircth , in a cause of faith and charity , 
so it be done according to the Prophets’ teaching in justice , 
judgment and truth." 

We confess that onr Saviour Christ has forbidden all 
vain and rash swearing 1 in those words, “ Swear not at 
all ; neither hy heaven, for it is Cod’s throne ; nor by the 
earth, for it is Ilis footstool ; neither by Jerusalem, for 
it is the city of the Great King ; neither slialt thou swear 
by thy head, because thou canst not make one hair 
white or black ; but let your communication he yea. 
vea ; nay, nay ; for whatsoever is more than these 
cometh of evil*.” Yet we conceive He does not by this 
injunction condemn the taking an oath of verity for tlu* 
sake of truth and justice, but has a more particular re- 
gard in it to the common conversation and dealings of 
men with each other. In the daily intercourse of life, 
vain and ra^h swearing is strictly against the law of 
God ; it is taking that IIolv name into our lips without 
the reverence which should ever in our minds accom- 
pany its use and utterance ; and often through habit, that 
blessed name of truth and love, is called on to confirm 
a lie or to render more dreadful the imprecations of 
passion, revenge, and rage — the name of blessing is 
used to ratify spite and cursing : awful consideration — 

* v. 34 — 37, Sec abo James v. 12. 
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every curse called down on the head of an enemy 
falls with double fury on that of the blasphemer. But 
to matters of law and justice, which are required for the 
sake of solemnity to be affirmed by oath, God’s prohi- 
bition does not extend. For our proof of this view of 
the subject w r c may refer to the practice of the apostle*, 
who not only permitted this custom but used it them- 
selves in cases of extreme urgency. St. Paul appeals 
to “ God” as his “ witness* again he affirms His con- 
duct to have been kind, “ as God is true,” and calls 
“God for a record upon,” his “soul|;” and again, 
“ behold before God 1 lie not]:.” St. John shews in 
his description of the angel in his Revelation, who stood 
“ upon the sea and upon the earth,” how it is lawful to 
swear in important matters, for he “ swear by H im that 
liveth for ever and ever” “ that there should be time no 
longer^,” Jt is therefore justly considered not to be dis- 
pleasing to God, or contrary to the rules of the Gospel, 
to take an oath in matters of importance, provided it be 
done for the furtherance of faith and charity and accord- 
ing to truth ; for “ an oath for confirmation is to them 
an end of all strife|j,” as St. Paul mentions when des- 
canting on God’s oath with Abraham : here then our 
difficulty and our scruples end. This is our last arti- 
cle of union, and 1 trust it, as well as all we have pre- 
viously considered, meets with your candid and full 
consent. Most earnestly do I trust you have no doubt 
remaining as regards the purity and Apostolic form of 
our Church ; I hope you see the nearness to the primi- 
tive custom of the Gospel, and will feel no hesitation in 
declaring yourself one of its members in your approach- 

* Pom. i 0 f 2 Cor. i. 18 — *23. J Gal.i, 20. 

$ ltev. x. 5,0. [| Ileb. vi. 10.* 
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ing confirmation ; I shall address you once more before 
that important period arrives, but now conclude with 
earnest prayers for your welfare, both temporal and 
eternal. 

Believe me, 

Most truly your friend. 


Refer to Exod. xx. 7 ; Dent. vi. 13; 1 Sam. xxiv. 
21 ; Ps. ex. 4; Jcr. iv. 2; Isa. xliii. ; lxv. 16; Zech. 
v. 3 ; Mai. iii. 5. 


LETTER XLI. 

My dear , 

My interesting task is now completed and 1 earnest- 
ly hope your mind has been clearly and pleasantly led 
through a study of the articles of that Church into which 
at your baptism you were received, and in which at your 
confirmation you profess yourself satisfied and desirous of 
continuing a member. I have endeavoured to explain 
to you those poiuts of faith especially necessary to sal- 
vation ; and have dwelt with length on those also which 
our Church holds in opposition to the Romish , and may 
God have vouchsafed Ilis blessing on both of us in this 
examination. You cannot now profess your intention 
of remaining a member of a Church whose tenets you 
do not understand, and it behoves you seriously to reflect 
on the part you have to take in the approaching rite of 
confirmation. You are well aware of your danger if you 
hesitate to receive Christ as your Saviour, but you can- 
not yet conceive your happiness if you do stedfastly 
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receive Ilitn as your Head, for II is gift is the “ peace 
which passeth all understanding.” Cf Search the Scrip- 
tures,” with earnest prayer to God : and then make your 
choice. Use the freewill He has bestowed on human 
nature, and if after steady, calm reflection, you determine 
to Enlist anew under the banner of the Redeemer, per- 
severe in supplication for the Holy Spirit to enable you 
to keep the vows you arc about to make — to strengthen 
and accept your oath of allegiance. Do not look to 
yourself for power to do this. Your “ help is in the name 
of the Lord,” and doubt not that help will be afforded 
if you feel your need of it and ask for it. You have 
been regenerated by water and the Holy Spirit and have 
had your sins forgiven you at your baptism ; that is to 
say, you had the privilege bestowed upon you of entering 
into the new covenant, and were accepted through 
Christ by means of His own appointed ordinance, to 
these benefits. Do not fear but you have been favour- 
ably received, and that the blessed Trinity has taken you 
into covenant and will guide you into everlasting life if 
you will henceforth perform your part of it. Remember 
that by nature you arc a child of sin, thereby obnoxious 
to the wrath of God ; that from this deplorable state you 
have been rescued by the free grace of the Father, 
through the influence of the Holy Ghost, and for the 
sake of the Son alone. Without the conjunction of the 
Holy three in one you cannot now be saved from eter- 
nal death ; by it you are crucified to the vrorld, being 
buried in baptism with Christ, and consequently if you 
live in righteousness by Him, you will be a partaker of 
His resurrection, and an inheritor of His kingdom. 
Your Redeemer has purchased you with the price of His 
blood. You are therefore no longer your own — you aro 
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] Ji- ; and with Him you may hope to reign and triumph 
o\er sin and the grave. llut whilst you view these 
precious privileges with thankful thoughts, whilst your 
heart warms with these blessed hopes, cease not to bear 
in mind that you must pay your portion towards their 
attainment. \ou must obey 1J is laws, and by y<5ur 
utmost exertions strive to live according to the pure 
tenets of the Gospel of your Master. Faith must pro- 
duce works ; vet these works must be regarded only as 
its fruits ; they merit nothing although they are indis- 
pensably requisite to your salvation ; Christ has worked 
for you ; lie must also be permitted to work in you by 
the IIolv Spirit. It would be but a repetition, my dear 

, of all I have said to dwell on these points ; 

yet how anxious am I you should not overlook them. Let 
me beseech you to regard with stedfast earnest ness 
vour immortal interests ; they alone will appear valuable 
to you when you come to die, they arc* the only subjects 
which will never fly from you in trouble and aflliction ; 
in short, it is at those times they will shine in their 
brightest glory, and when no earthly thing affords com- 
fort or relief, but all is dark and drear, will keep their 
steady light before your eyes when you fall into danger 
or temptation, guiding you to peace above all this world 
can give, or take away. You are now young — you have 
before you probably much expected happiness — much 
worldly prosperity ; but oh ! if you would not have all 
your good tilings in this life only, remember there is one 
to come. Riches may make themselves wings and flee 
away. The brightest prospects of happiness may vanish as 
a dream, but the things of the other world can never fail ; 
they will continue firm and constant, and be enhanced 
by use and tune. No disappointment attends them — no 
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wearing out — no decay, but they endure for ever. How 
different to the things of this fleeting world ; they arc not 
your own ; they are not dependent on your will ; they 
are under the sovereign power and guidance of God, 
who can turn the universe with His word. If you are 
blessed with comparative happiness and case, it is His 
gift. How reasonable then to make Him your friend 
from whom and by whom you receive all things. lie 
may see fit to disappoint your dearest wishes. lie can 
over-rule the most complicated scheme of human inven- 
tion if lie pleases, but if He does, it will be for some 
manifestly good purpose toward you ; perhaps to bring 
you nearer to Himself and real happiness, or to improve 
talents, which if not drawn forth by trial might lie dor- 
mant and so never rewarded ; or to correct you for 
unrcpenled sin which otherwise might not he discovered 
by you, and so destroy your soul : or to wean your im- 
mortal spirit from the fading pleasures of sense, to place 
them on the unfading joys at Ilis right hand. " Fear 
not,’’ therefore, for lie who is sufficient for all your 
wants, who loves you better than you know how to love 
yourself, will assuredly work in you your sahation if you 
give Him your heart. Never yet has the child of God 
been deceived as to llis gracious intention in the end of 
even seeming evil. It may have chanced that at the 
beginning or through the lengthened trial, faith has 
almost failed, through the natural weakness of man, but 
if it has been resorted to with constancy, and the pro- 
mises dwelt on with hope, it has never failed to overcome. 
“ Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comcth in 
the morning,” and a joy far surpassing the perishing 
pleasures the loss of which were mourned. Our condi- 
tion in this life may aptly he compared to a tlav, part of 
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it dark and perplexing, like the night and indistinct 
twilight ; the other bright and clear as the summer noon, 
while the sun dances over the landscape, making all bright 
and joyous; such is the Chi istian life. Do not there- 
fore allow distrustful thoughts to alarm you ; you have 
the promise of God’s strength for your support. “ I liUvc 
blotted out as a thick cloud thy transgressions, and as a 
cloud thy sins ; return unto me, for I have redeemed 
thee,” and “ I will remember thy sin no more.” Be 
stedfast then and “hope to the end.” The God of 
peace be with you. May He defend you witli His hea- 
venly grace that you may continue llis for ever, and 
daily increase in His Holy Spirit more and more until 
you come unto llis everlasting kingdom. May He lead 
you into the knowledge and obedience of His word. 
May He direct, sanctify and govern you, and may He 
so bless us here, that being cleansed by the blood of the 
Lamb, we may meet among the Redeemed in heaven, 
even though we shall have passed through much tribu- 
lation to the attainment of that holy habitation where 
“ there shall be no more curse.” May we meet there no 
longer distinguished as the teacher and the taught, but 
as servants of one Master, the Lord Christ Jesus, 
through whom and to whom let us consecrate " our- 
selves, our souls and bodies,” daily. All we do, all we 
wish for, all we have now and for ever, let us hold as 
His; at His disposal; and to His glory: stedfastly 
believing that He knows best what is good for us, and 
surely confiding in His love, “ that spared not His own 
Son, but delivered Him up for us all ; how shall He not 
with Him also freely give us all tilings” necessary for 
our salvation ? In the most trying times may we never 
lose sight of the assurance that He docs all in mercy, 



FAMILIAR LETTERS, ETC. 


177 


and if it be the taking from us our best beloved on earth ; 
it may be, indeed it is, merely the removing a stumbling- 
block out of our way, and the effects of that precious love 
which regards not our temporal but eternal interests. 

My dear , may you be one of His children. 

“ Walk by the spirit that is the requisition. May God 
be with you at your approaching confirmation and at all 
times ; may He shower down His blessing upon you, and 
seal you with His seal to everlasting life. And that in 
another world He may in mercy receive us both into 
everlasting happiness, is the earnest prayer of. 

Your truly faithful friend. 
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TABLE OF PROPHECIES, 

RELATIVE TO 

THE MESSIAH AND IIIS KINGDOM. 


LIFE, RESURRECTION, ASCENSION. 

1. — The Messiah should come. 

PROPHECY. FULFILMENT. 

Gen. iii. 15, xii. 3, xxii. 18, Luke ii. 1 to 16, John i. 45, 
xxvi. 4, xxviii. 14, Psalm Rom. xvi. 20, Gal. iv. 4, 

lxxii. 17, Isa. iv. 2, ix. 7, Ileb. ii. 14, 1 John iii. 8, 

xi. 1, xl. 5, 9, 10, 11, Jer. Rev. xii. 9, 10. 
xxiii. 5, Dan. ix. 24, Hag. 
ii. 7, Zcch. iii. 8, vL 12. 

2. — When He should come. 

Gcn.xlix. 10, Dan. ix. 24, 25, Matt. ii. 1, 10, xxii. 20, 21, 
Hag. ii. 6 to 9, Mai. iii. 1. Mark xv. 43. Luke ii. 1 to 

3, 5, 25 to 38, John i. 19, 
45, xix. xx. 10 to 15. 

3. — He should be God and Man together. 

Psalm ii. 7, cx. 1, Isa. ix. 6, Matt. i. 23, xxii. 42 to 45, 
Micah v. 2. John i. 1 to 14, Rom. ix. 

5, 1 Cor. xv. 47, Col. ii. 9, 
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4. — From whom to be descended. 

PROPHECY. FULFILMENT. 

From, 1st, a woman. — Gen. Matt. i. 1, Luke i. 32, John 
iii. 15. vii. 42, Acts ii. 29, 30, iii. 

From Abraham. — Gen. xii. 1, 25, xiii. 22, 23, Rom. xv. 

2, 3, xviii. 18. 12, Gal. iv. 4, Heb. vii. 14. 

— Isaac. — Gen. xxvi. 1 to 

4. 

— Jacob. — Gen. xxviii. 10, 

14. 

Judah. — Gen. xlix. 10. 

— Jesse. — Isa. xi. 1. 

■ David. — Ps. lxxxix. 4, 

27, cxxxii. 2. 

. — Isa. ix. 7, Jcr. 

xxiii. 5. 

5. — Should be born of a Virgin. 

Isa. vii. 14, Jer. xxxi. 22. Matt. i. 18, 22 to 25, Luke i. 

26, 31, 35; ii. 5, 6, 7. 

6. — Where to be born. 

Micah v. 2. Matt. ii. 1, 4 to 6, 8, 11, 19, 

To be brought out of Egypt. 20; Luke ii. 4 to 6, 10, 11, 
IIos. xi. 1. 15 ; John vii. 42. 

7. — That a Prophet in the Spirit of Elias or Elijah should 
be his forerunner. 

Isa. xl. 3, Mai. iii. 1,5, Luke Matt. iii. 1 to 3, xi. 14, Mark 
i* 17. i. 2, 3, Luke vii. 27, 28. 

8. — The Messiah was to be a Prophet. 

Deut. xviii. 15, 18. Matt. xxi. 11, 46, Mark. vi. 

15, Luke vii. 16, xxiv. 19, 
John iv. 19, vi. 14, vii. 40, 
ix. 17. 

9. — That he should begin to preach in Galilee. 

Isa. ix. 1, 2. Matt. iv. 12 to 17, 23, Luke 

iv. 14, 15. 

10. — Should confirm his doctrines by Miracles. 

Isa. xxix. 18, xxxii. 3, 4, Matt. iv. 23, 24, xi. 4, 5, 
xxxv. 5, 6, xlii. 7. xiii. 13, xv. 30, 31. 

Yet for all these miracles they Mark iv. 12, Luke vii. 21, 
“ should hear but not un- Acts ii. 22. 
derstand." Isa. vi. 9. Innumerable other passages 

throughout the Gospels. 
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11. — In what manner he should enter Jerusalem. 

PROPHECY. FULFILMENT. 

Psal. cxviii. 26, Zech. ix. 9. Matt. xxi. 4, 5, 7, 9, 10, John 

xii. 14. 

12. — That he should be poor and despised, betrayed, and 
gpld by one of his own disciples for 30 pieces of silver, 
with which the potter’s field should be purchased. 

Psal. xli. 9, lv. 12 to 14, Isa. Matt. viii. 20, xxvi. 14, 38, 
liii. 3, Zech. xi. 12, 13. 47, xxvii. 3 to 10, Luke ix. 

58, xxii. 3, 4, John xi. 35, 
2 Cor. viii. 9. 

13. — He should suffer pain and death for the sins of the 

world. 

Psal. xxii. 14 to 18, Isa. 1. 6, liii. Matt, xxvii. 29 to 31, 35, 
5, 8, 12, Zech. xii. 10. Mark xv. 19, 20, 25, Luke 

xxii. xxiii. John xviii. xix. 

1 , 2 . 

14. — Should be cruelly mocked and derided. 

Psal. xxii. 7, 8, 12, 13. Matt, xxvii. 39 to 44, Mark 

xv. 19, 20, 31, 32, Luke 
xxiii. 11, 35, 36, John xix. 
xxii. 63, 1 Peter ii. 23, 24. 

15. — That vinegar and gall should be offered Him on the 

cross and lots cast for Iiis vesture. 

Psal. xxii. 18, lxix. 21. Matt, xxvii. 34, 35, 48, Mark 

xv. 24, 36, Luke xxiii. 34, 
36, John xix. 23, 24, 29. 

16. — Not a bone of llim should be broken but His side 

should be pierced. 

Exod. xii. 46, Psal. xxxiv. 20, John xix. 32, 33, 34, 36, 37 
Zcch. xii. 10. 

17. — Should die with malefactors but be buried honorably. 

Isa. liii. 9, 12. Matt, xxvii. 38, 57 to 60, 

Mark xv. 27, 28, 42 to 46, 
Luke xxiii. 33, 50 to the 
end. John xix. 38 to the 
end. 1 
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] 8. — Should rise again from the dead and ascend into 
heaven. 


PROPHECY. FULFILMENT. 

Psal. xvi. 9, 10, lxviii. 18, Matt, xxviii. 5, 6, Mark xvi. 
Isa. liii. 10. 6, 19, Luke xxiv. 5, 6, 51, 

John xx. 9, 17, Acts i. 9, 
10, 11, ii. 32, 33, xiii.^5, 
37, 1 Cor. xv. 4, &e. 

19. — He should send the Holy Ghost, the Comforter. 
Psal. lxviii. 18, Joel ii. 28, Acts. ii. 1 to 4, 16 to 21, iv. 
John xiv. 16, 17, 26. 31, viii. 17, ix. 44, xi. 15. 


PROPHECIES RELATING TO TIIE OFFICES OF 
THE MESSIAH. 

1. — That He was to be a Prophet and Lawgiver like unto 
Moses, but superior to him, who should change the law of 
Moses, into a new and more perfect law, common to both 
Jews and Gentiles, which should last for ever. 

Deut. xviii. 15, 18, 19, also Matt, xxviii. 19, 20, Luke 
Isa. ii. 3, Acts iii. 22, vii. xxiv. 19, John i. 45, vi. 14, 
37. Heb. iii. 5, 6, vii. 18, 19, 

25, ix. 24, 1 John ii. 1. 

2. — lie was to be a teacher. 

Psal. Ixxviii. 2, Isa. L 4, liv. Matt. v. 1, 2, xiii. 34, Mark 
13, lxi. 1. 1. 14, iv. 33, vi. 6, Luke iv. 

15, 44, viii. 1, John iii. 2. 

3. — Was to instruct and enlighten men. 

lsai. ix. 2. Luke ii. 32, John i. 4, 5, viii. 

12, ix. 5, xii. 46, Acts xxvi. 
18, Eph. v. 8. 

4. — Was to be the Christ or Anointed of God. 

Psal. ii. 2, Ixxxix. 20, 51, Matt. xvi. 16, xxvi. 63, 64, 
cxxxii. 17, Isa. lxi. 1, Dan. Mark xiv. 61, 62, John iv. 
ix. 24, 25. 25, 42, vi. 69, xi. 27, Acts 

xviii. 28. 

5. — Was to be a Priest. 

Psal. cx. 4, (cited Ileb. v. 6, Heb. ii. 17, iii. 1, iv. 14, vii. 
vii. 21,) /cell. vi. 13. 24,28, viii. 1, x. 21. 
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6.— Was, by the offering of himself as a sacrifice for sin, to 
make an end of sin ; to make a reconciliation for iniquity ; 
to make men holy ; and to destroy the power of the devil. 


PROPHECY. 


FULFILMENT. 


Gen. iii. 16, Isa. liii. 6, 10, John i. 29, Rom. v. 10, vi. 10 
J2, l)an. ix. 24. to 12, viii. 3, 1 Cor. vi. 20, 

2 Cor. v. 15, 18,21, Eph. 
v. 2, Col. i. 20, 1 Thess. 
v. 10, Tit. ii. 14, lleb. v. 
8, 9, vii. 27, ix. 12, 14, 25, 
26, x. 12, 1 Pet. i. 19, ii. 
24, iii. 18, iv. 1,2, 1 John 
i. 7, ii. 2. 

7. — lie was to be a Saviour. 


Isa. lix. 20, lxii. 11, Zech. 
ix. 9. 


Matt. i. 21, Luke ii. 11, John 
iv. 42, Acts v. 31, xiii. 26, 
Tit. ii. 13, iii. 6, Phil. iii. 
20,2 Pet. i. 1, ii. 20, iii. 18, 
1 John iv. 14. 


8. — Was to be a Mediator. 

Psalm lxxx. 17, cx. 1, Isa. John xiv. 6, 14, xv. 16, xvi. 
viii. 14, Dan. ix. 17, 19. 23, 24, Eph. ii. 13, 18, 

1 Tim. ii. 5, lleb. vii. 22, 
viii. 6, ix. 15, xii. 24. 


9. — An Intercessor. 


Isa. liii. 12. 


Luke xxii. 32, xxiii. 34, John 
xvii., Rom. viii. 34, Heb. 
vii. 25, ix. 24, 1 John ii. 1. 

10. — To be a Shepherd. 

Isa. xl. 11, Ezek. xxxiv. 23, John x. 11, 14, lleb. xiii. 20, 
xxxvii. 24. 1 Pet. ii. 25, v. 2, 4. 

1 1 . — To be a King. 

Psal. ii. 6, cxxxii. 1 1 , Isa. ix. 

6, xxxii. 1 , Iv. 4, Jer. xxiii. 

5,6, xxx. 9, Ezek. xxxiv. 24, 
xxxvii. 24, 25, Hos. iii. 5, 

Micah v, 2, Zech. vi. 13, 

ix. 9. 


Matt. ii. 2, 6, xxi. 5, xxvii. 11, 
Luke i. 32, 33, xix. 38, 
John i. 49, xii. 15, xviii. 
33, 36, 37, Acts v. 31. 
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12.— As a King was to be above all others, and Head of the 
Church. 


PROPHECY. FULFILMENT. 

Psalm lxxxix. 27, 36, Dan.ii. 1 Cor. xii. 27, Eph. i. 21, 22, 
44, vii. 13, 14, 27. 23, iv. 15, 16, Phil. ii. 9, 

Col. i. 18, 1 Tim. vi. 15, 
Rev. i. 5, xvii. 14, xix. 11?. 

13. — Messiah the King was to be exalted more particularly 
after Ilis sufferings ^nd resurrection. 

Psalm ii. 6, 8,viii. 5, Isa. liii. Luke xxiv. 26, John xvii. 1, 
10, 12. Acts ii. 32, 33, Rom. i. 4, 

Phil. ii. 8 to 10, lleb.ii. 9, 
xii. 2, 1 Pet. i. 11, 21, iii. 
28. 


14. — That there is Salvation only through Christ. 

Isa. xxviii. 16, xlv. 21, liii. Luke xxiv. 47, John iii. 16, 
11, lix. 20, (see also Rom. xvii. 3, Acts iv. 11, 12, x. 

xi. 26,) Zech. xiii. 1, Mai. 43, xiii. 38, 39, 1 Thess. 

iv. 2, Mark xii. 10. v. 9. 

15. — Of the necessity of believing in Christ and the danger 
of rejecting Him. 

Num. xv. 30, 31, Dcut. xviii. John iii. 18. 2 Thess. i. 7, 8, 
15, 19, (sec also Acts iii. lleb. ii. 3, x. 26 to 29. 

23,) Psalm ii. 12. 


NEW TESTAMENT PREDICTIONS WITH THEIR 
FULFILMENT. 

1. — That they would find things according to llis word. 

Matt. xxi. 1, 2, 3, xxvi. 18, Matt. xxi. 4, 5, Mark xi. 4 
Mark xi. 2^ xiv. 13 to 15, to 6, xiv. 16, Luke xix. 32, 
Luke xix/ 30, 3 1 . xxii. 
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PREDICTIONS OF JESUS CHRIST, RELATIVE TO 
HIS SUFFERINGS, DEATH, RESURRECTION, 
AND ASCENSION. 

1. — That He was to be betrayed by one of His disciples, 
Judas. 


PROPHECY. 

Matt. xvii. 22, xx. 18, xxvi. 
2, 21, 46, Mark x. 33, xiv. 
18, 20, 42, Luke ix. 44, 
xxii. 21, John vi. 70, 71, 
xiii. 10, 11, 18, 21, 26, xvii. 
12. 


FULFILMENT. 

Matt. xxvi. 14 to 16, 47, 49, 
Mark xiv. 10, Luke xxii. 
47, John xiii. 2. 


2. — Ilis other disciples would forsake Him. 

Matt. xxvi. 31, Mark xiv. 27, Matt. xxvi. 56, Mark xiv. 50. 
John xvi. 32, xviii. 8, 9. 

3. — That Peter would deny Ilim. 

Matt. xxvi. 34, Mark xiv. 30, Matt. xxvi. 75, Mark xiv. 72, 
Luke xxii. 31 to 34, John Luke xxii. 60 to 62, John 
xiii. 38. xviii. 27. 

4. — That He should suffer. 

Matt. xvi. 21, xvii, 22, 23, Matt. xxvi. 4, 66, xxvii. 26, 
xx. 18, 19, Mark viii. 31, 35, Mark xiv. 1, 64, Luke, 

ix. 31, x. 33, 34, Luke ix. xxii. 2, 63, xxiii. 24, 33, 
22, xviii. 31 to 33. xxiv. 6, 7, 26, 46, John xi. 

53, xix. 16, 18, Aetsii. 23, 

xiii. 27, xvii. 3, Gal. iii. 1. 

5. — That He should suffer at Jerusalem. 

Matt. xvi. 21, xx. 18, Luke Matt, xxvii., Mark xv., Luke 
ix. 31, xiii. 31, 33, xviii. 31. xxiii., xxiv. 18, John xix., 

Acts xiii. 27, lleb. xiii. 12 

6. — That He should suffer by the Chief Priests. 

Matt. xvi. 21, xvii. 12, Mark Matt. xxvi. 3, 4, 57, 65, 66, 
> iii. 31, x. 33, Luke ix. 22. xxvii. 1, 41 to 43, Mark 

xiv. 63, xv. 1, Luke xxiii. 

13, 18, xxiv. 20, John xi. 
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7. — That He should suffer by the Gentiles. 

PROPHECY. FULFILMENT. 

Matt. xx. 18, 19, Mark x. 33, Matt, xxvii. I, Markxv. 1, 15> 
Luke xviii. 31, 32. Luke xxiii. 24, John xviii. 

31, 32, Acts iv. 27, xiii. 28. 

8. — That He should be mocked. 

Mark ix. 12, x. 34, Luke xviL Matt. xxvi. 67, 68, xxvii. 29, 
25. Mark xiv. 65, xv. 17, 18, 

19, 29 to 32, Luke xxiii. 
11, John xix. 2. 

9. — That He should be crucified. 

Matt. xx. 19, John iii. 14, Matt, xxvii. 31, Mark xv. 24, 
viii. 28, xii. 32. 25, Luke xxiii. 33, xxiv. 6, 

7, 20, John xix. 16, Acts 
ii. 23, iv. 10, 1 Cor. i. 23, 
Gal. iii. 1. 


10. — He foretold His Resurrection. 

Matt, xxvii. 62, 63, Mark viii. Matt, xxviii. 6, 9, 11, Luke 
31, x. 34, Luke iv. 22, John xxiv. 5 to 15, 23, 34, 36, 

ii. 19, 21, x. 17. John xx. 14, 19, 27, xxi. 4, 

Acts i. 3, ii. 32, iv. 33, x. 
40, 41, xviii. 3, xxvi. 23, 
Rom. i. 4, 1 Cor. xv. 20. 

1 1 . — lie foretold that He would appear again to Ilis disciples. 

Matt. xxvi. 32, xxviii. 10, Matt, xxvii. 16, 17, Mark 
Mark xiv. 28, xvi. 7, John xvi. 14, Luke xxiv. 36, John 
xvi. 16, 22. xx. 19, xxi. 1, 1 Cor. xv. 

5, 6. 

12. — He foretold His Ascension into Heaven. 

John vi. 62, vii. 33, xiv. 19, Mark xvi. 19, Luke xxiv. 51, 
xvi. 28, xvii. 13, xx. 17. Acts i. 9, 10, Eph. iv. 10, 

1 Tim. iii. 16, Ileb. iv. 14. 
vi, 20, ix. 24, 1 Pet. iii. 22, 
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13. — lie foretold the descent of the Holy Ghost after His 
Ascension. 


PROPHECY. 

Matt. x. 20, Luke vi. 13, xii. 
12, xxiv. 49, John vii. 39, 
xiv. 16, 17, 26, xv. 26, xvi. 
7 to 15, xx. 22, Acts i. 8. 


FULFILMENT. 

Acts ii. 1 to 4, 33, iv. 8, 31, 
v. 31, 32, vii. 55, viii. 15, 
16, 17, ix. 17, x. 44, xiii.9, 
xv. 8, 28, xix. 6, xx. 22, 23, 
28, xxi. 1, 4, 11, Rom. viii., 
xv. 13, 1 Cor. ii. 10 to 16, 
iii. 16, 17, vi. 11, 19, xii. 
3 to 13, 2 Cor. v. 5, Gal. 

iii. 3, v. 16, 17, 18, 22 to 
25, Eph. ii. 18, 22, iv. 4, 
30, 1 Thcss. i. 5, 6, 1 jpm. 

iv. 1, 2 Tim. i. 14, Tit. iii. 
5, 6, Ileb. iv. 4, Rev. i. 10, 
ii. 7, xiv. 13, xxii. 17. 


THE END. 







